
Ed. Note: With declining, older mem-
bership and budgetary concerns, the deci-
sion has been made to cease publication of 
the “Blizzard;” instead, information will 
be carried on the website of the National 
Association. We asked a former editor for 
her historical perspective on the long-
standing newsletter.

Sally Oesterling
SISTER, WILLIAM H. FRICKE (87-HQ-3)

The 10th Mountain Division’s newspa-
per began as the Camp Hale Ski-zette in 
1942. It became the “Blizzard” in 1944, with 
a new banner designed by Jacques Parker 
(86-C).  It ceased publication as the Divi-
sion deployed to Italy, but surfaced again in 
Italian battle zones in February 1945. 

It withered somewhat during the post-
war years, but 26 years later, in 1971, it be-
came a powerful communication tool for 
the newly established National Associa-
tion of the 10th Mountain Division, Inc.  
Editors of the “Blizzard” since 1971 have 
been A.J. “Mac” McKenna (126-Eng-HQ); 
Wendell Cheney (86-F), Richard M. Wil-
son (85-M); Ray Zelina (605-FA-B); Sally 
Fricke Oesterling (Sister, 87-K, HQ-3), 
and  Felicity Hallanan (Assoc).  

During my tenure as editor (2001 to 
2007) there was never a lack of articles — 
the challenge was to select which ones to 
use and to edit them to fit in the available 
space.  Rather than choose my favorite 
articles (of which there are many), I will 

list highlights of the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion Association activities covered by the 
“Blizzard.”  First, the introduction by John 
Imbrie (85-C) of the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion WWII database, containing the files 
of the more than 31,000 men who at one 
time or another served in the 10th Moun-
tain Division. From that sprang a regular 
column called “Ask the Database,” with 
John Imbrie as answer man. 

Each “Blizzard” ran a report from the 
10th Mountain Division Resource Cen-
ter, along with the Colorado Historical 
Society, that collects military papers, 
maps, letters, and other memorabilia 
from WWII 10th veterans. An article titled 
“How I got into the Ski Troops’’ gave birth 

to a series of articles relating to how oth-
ers got into the Ski Troops — all different, 
all interesting.  

Beginning in 1985, Tenth WWII vet-
erans were pleased and proud to see the 
large number of media items about sol-
diers of the 10th Mountain Division (Light 
Infantry), trained at Fort Drum, the most 
deployed unit in the U.S. Army. News of 
the 10th (LI) became a regular “Blizzard” 
feature, and chapters were encouraged to 
Adopt-a-Platoon of the 10th, in the form 
of sending packages, letters, books, and 
other items requested that were hugely 
appreciated.  

BLIZZARD 75-YEAR HISTORY COMING TO A CLOSE

Gordon Block
WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES

FORT DRUM — There were no new names to 
add to the post’s Memorial Park in 2016, a small 
bit of solace for families who came to honor their 
loved ones who gave their lives in military opera-
tions overseas.

Until 2016, the post has had soldier deaths dur-
ing operations overseas each year since 2003.

“I wouldn’t want nobody to go through this,” said 
Margaret Anderson, whose son, Spc. Brian M. An-
derson, died June 12, 2010, in Za Khel, Afghanistan.

Holly A. Baker, whose son, Sgt. Brian Baker, died 
in Iraq in November 2004, said she hoped that other 
families would not join the ranks of Gold Star fami-
lies, signifying those who have lost a loved one in 
military service.

“We don’t want to add any more,” she said. 
“We’ve given enough, sacrificed enough.”

Dozens of families came to the post for its an-
nual remembrance ceremony, commemorating 
the more than 300 division soldiers who have died 
overseas since 2001.

“We are reminded daily that we will always 
mourn the loss of our friends and loved ones,” said 
Maj. Gen. Walter E. Piatt, division commander. “We 
must also honor their life through our service and 
the enduring spirit of the 10th Mountain Division.”

A TIME TO REMEMBER FORT DRUM’S FALLEN HEROES

JUSTIN SORENSEN n WATERTOWN DAILY TIMES

Soldiers stand for a 21-cannon salute during the annual Mountain Remembrance Ceremony on Fort Drum.  SEE GOLD STAR ON PAGE 5

SEE CLOSE ON PAGE 3

VOLUME 47 2017 NUMBER 2



President

Galen Jackman (10th LI)
750 Summerwind Drive
Union Hall, VA 24176

Senior V.P.

Steve Coffey (87-F Desc)
1630 York Mills Lane

Reston, VA 20194

Vice President

James Redmore (10th LI)
25851 Crowner Road
Carthage, NY 13619

Secretary

Vacant

Treasurer

Rich Babbitt (10th LI)
P.O. Box 157

Houghton, NY 14744

Blizzard Editor

Felicity Hallanan (Assoc)
95 Zahler Tract

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

Executive Director
Dave Pavey
P.O. Box 39

Natural Bridge, NY 13665

OTHER NATIONAL OFFICERS

Chairman of the Board
Michael Plummer (10th LI)

121 Paddock Street
Watertown, NY 13601

Chaplain
Dr. Larry Fields (Desc 85-HQ)

6300 Deane Hill Drive
Knoxville, TN 37919

Webmaster
Aldea (Dee) Clairemont-LaParr

www.10thmtndivassoc.org

Art Director
Robert J. Wiebel (Assoc/Hon)

4690 Decatur Circle
Melbourne, FL 32934

Presidents Emeriti
Earl E. Clark (87-HQ-1)
Hugh Evans (85-A, C)

Dean Carmichael (110-SIG)
John Duffy (86-HQ-2)

Michael Plummer (10th LI)

Liaisons

10th Mtn. Div. Descendants
Steve Coffey

1630 York Mills Lane
Reston, VA 20194

10th Mtn. Div. Foundation
Trux Dole

133 South Van Gordon Street,
Suite 200

Lakewood, CO 80228

10th Mtn. Division
Living History Group
David Little (HON)

1198 Thornbury Place
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129

Denver Public Library
Resource Center

Keli Schmid
10 West 14th Avenue Parkway

Denver, CO 80204-2731

Resource Center Liaison
Dan Whittemore

3131 E. Alameda Ave, Unit 408
Denver, CO 80208

Arizona
Vacant

Armadillo
Karen Case

19 Holly Brook Cove
Maumelle, AR  72113

Big Sky
Larry Wilson
P.O. Box 3

Columbia Falls, MT 59912

Delaware River Valley
Barbara Catterall (Desc.)

3003 Cricket Circle
Edison, NJ 08820

Fort Drum
Mike Plummer

121 Paddock Street
Watertown, NY 13601

Golden Dragon
Pete Tingstrom

145 Omao St., Apt. A
Kailua, HI 96734-7110

Lower Michigan
Robert Lafean (Desc.)

714 Lakeview
Port Huron, MI 48060

Mt. Rainier
VACANT

Metro New York
Rosario “Rus” Salemi (Desc)

#347.744.0121

Midwest
Patty Larocca (Desc)
1151 Parkside Court

Carol Stream, IL 60188-3974

New England
COL (ret.) Matthew J. Fitzgerald 

(Honorary)
354 Ledgewood Drive
Williston, VT  05495

North Central
Vacant

Northwest
Bruce Wagstaff

7703 SE Martins
Portland, OR 97206

RoadRunner
Rebecca (Becky) Joyce (Desc)

1010 Arabela Road
Tinnie, NM 88351

Rocky Mountain
John C. Russell (HHC, 10th

Mtn Div [LI] Ret.)
PO Box 1613

Palmer Lake, CO 80133

Sierra Nevada
Val Rios (Desc.)
6816 S. Maple

Fresno, CA 93725

Southeast
Folded into Washington, D.C.

Southern California
Yandell Bishop (Desc.)

P.O. Box 638
Seal Beach, CA 90470

Upper Peninsula
Folded into Midwest

Upstate New York
William Morrison
341 Wormer Road

Voorheesville, NY 12186

Utah
Ron Sawdey

2016 Emerson Ave.
Salt Lake City, UT 84108

Washington, D.C.
Kim Hudyma (Desc.)
114 Kingbrook Road

Linthicum, MD 21090-1947

Galen Jackman

MG, RET. 10TH MTN DIV [LI]

Dear Members, 
Colonel (Ret.) Mark Forman, the Secre-

tary of the National Association, was trag-
ically killed on June 1, 2017, in a biking 
accident near his home in Leavenworth, 
KS.  Mark served as an Infantry officer in 
the U.S. Army for 30 years including an 
assignment with the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion (LI); and, he had worked diligently at 
his position with the Association.

Mark is survived by his wife Tish, two 
sons, Sam and Ben, and three labs, SC, 
Bella, and Ruby.  He was buried in Leav-
enworth National Cemetery on June 7.  
Tish has approved that donations can be 
made in honor of Mark Forman to our 
Scholarship Fund.  Donations can be 
made in two ways: 

A. Go to the National Association Web-
site www.10thmtndivassoc.org and click 
on Fund Raising and then click on the 
Scholarship Fund 

B. Send a check to: 
Northern NY Community Foundation 
133 Washington Street 
Watertown, NY  13601 
Make the check out to NNYCF and on 

the For/Memo line write in 10th Mt Div 
Scholarship Fund IHO Mark Forman. 

On a happier note, I participated in the 
Descendants’ recent Return Trip to Italy 
this past June.  

Steve Coffey and his organization put 
together a fantastic trip that included a 
visit to the American Cemetery near Flor-
ence, where we were able to honor those 
10th Mountain WWII Veterans who made 
the ultimate sacrifice in Italy, and visits 
to the Hill Towns and Gothic Line battle-
fields where the 10th Mountain Division 
fought. 

It is one thing to read about these cam-
paigns and to view pictures and maps, 
but walking on the ground there vividly 
portrays the significant challenges and 
accomplishments of the men of the 10th 
who fought there. The people of the Hill 
Towns showed us tremendous respect 
and hospitality. Hats off to president 
Steve Coffey and the Descendants.

The next opportunity for a Return to 
Italy Trip will be in 2020 for the 75th Anni-
versary of the fighting there. I encourage 
everyone to consider participating. 

The next major event for the National 
Association will be our hosting of the 32d 
Congress of the International Federa-
tion of Mountain Soldiers (IFMS), 13-17 
Sept., 2017. We will host the assembly at 

the Harbor Hotel 1000 Islands, Clayton, 
NY.  We expect representatives from all 
11 countries in the Federation, includ-
ing the Secretary General, BG (Ret.) Re-
nato Genovese. Major events will include 
the opening ceremony, a wreath-laying 
at the Fort Drum Memorial Park, a 10th 
Mountain Warrior Demonstration at Fort 
Drum, a winery tour, boat tour on Alex-
andria Bay, Antique Boat Museum tour, 
Executive Committee Meeting, General 
Assembly Meeting, closing ceremony and 
evening gala.  Jim Redmore, National As-
sociation VP, is in charge of planning and 
preparation. 

As I have mentioned before, The Na-
tional Association has made considerable 
progress in cleaning up its membership 
database. We are currently down to about 
a 2 percent error rate. I would ask that if 
you are moving your residence, please let 
Executive Director Dave Pavey know your 
new address.

Additionally, we are driving to gather 
proof of service documents to assist in 
“qualifying” our veteran membership 
according to the rules of the IRS for tax 
exemption.  If you have not provided 
proof of your veteran service, such as a 
copy of your DD 214, or otherwise indi-
cated your period of service, I ask that 
you contact Dave Pavey and provide him 
with that information. This allows dona-
tions to the Association to qualify as tax 
deductible. 

We need your help in encouraging Vet-
erans, Cadets, and Descendants to join 
the Association. It is a wonderful way of 
sustaining the unique brotherhood of 
the 10th Mountain Division. It is easy to 
join through our website. We are thirsty 
to capture the stories of the soldiers who 
fought, and are fighting, with the modern 
Division in Iraq and Afghanistan. If we 
can perpetuate their legacy as we have 
done with the WWII Veterans of the Divi-
sion, we can better honor and value their 
service to this Nation. 

Finally, I would like to welcome MG 
Walt Piatt, the new Commander of the 
10th Mountain Division (LI). Walt is a 
distinguished officer and leader with con-
siderable experience in the Division. We 
look forward to continuing to support the 
Soldiers, Families, and Veterans of the Di-
vision. 

——
Galen Jackman is president of the Na-

tional Association of the 10th Moun-
tain Division Inc., 8199 Pinewoods Road 
Houghton, NY 14744
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Felicity Hallanan
BLIZZARD EDITOR, ASSOCIATE

“I need an editor for the newsletter of the 
National Association of the 10th Mountain 
Division.  Would you consider taking the 
position?”

Those may not have been his exact 
words, but I had learned as long ago as 2007 
that when just-retired Colonel Mike Plum-
mer called, it was a good idea to give serious 
thought to responding, and positively.  

We had worked together during the 
years when the Division had been reacti-
vated and was beginning, ever-so-slowly, 
to form into the large and cohesive unit 
it is today. “So,” I answered tentatively, 
“what does it look like and how would I be 
involved?” Copies of “Blizzards” arrived in 
the next mail, along with a suggestion that 
the best way to find out how to be involved 
would be to attend the next, National Re-
union in Denver, Colorado, that summer.

Welcomed by fellow-attendees begin-
ning right at the airport, I could sense this 
might not be such a difficult decision.  As the 
event went on and more people proffered 
welcomes and shared experiences and the 
early history of the 10th came more alive, 
there was a growing sense that this was a 
story that could only grow.  Still-editor Sally 
Oesterling and her predecessors extended 
welcomes as well, and advice, and wishes of 
good luck.  By the time the reunion ended, 
it was pretty obvious the “Blizzard” would 
become a part of my life and I could be a 
small part of the life of the 10th Mountain 
Division for some time to come.

And so it has been, beginning with re-
ceiving invitations to participate in cer-
emonies at Fort Drum. We joined sculptor 
Susan Raymond to dedicate her remark-
able bronze sculptures in front of Division 
HQ. We attended subsequent reunions 
like the one where — joined by Medal of 
Honor recipient Will Swenson — the Tenth 

raised the barricades at the National WWII 
Memorial in Washington, D.C. when ev-
erything else was shut down by the govern-
ment. And we have sat in foxholes talking 
with older, WWII veterans after climbing 
Mount Belvedere in Italy with young vets of 
Afghanistan and Iraq as well.

Beyond that, there have been the chal-
lenges of recording the story of the original 
10th while melding it with what has be-
come the Army’s most-deployed Division 
in the country’s longest war. It comes as no 
surprise that members of the Division at its 
inception, who grew and fought with it over 
the years, feel a great sense of possession 
when it comes to “our” Tenth.  But by now 
it is to be hoped they feel enormous pride, 
as well, in the many accomplishments 
around the globe of that Division which 
was reactivated some-30 years ago, as well 
as those who served in the 10th during the 
Cold War in Europe.  In the end, it can safely 
be said that there does now seem to be mu-
tual admiration, well-deserved on all sides.

The “Blizzard” has also provided the op-
portunity to learn more about the Army 
society I grew up in, from yet-another per-
spective which was also provided by sever-
al years as a newspaper and radio journalist 
focusing on the military.  It has been and 
continues to be a privilege to meet with and 
learn more about members of the Armed 
Forces and their families, and to share their 
stories.  

While this will be the last, printed edi-
tion of the “Blizzard,” plans are to con-
tinue covering the 10th on behalf of the 
National Association by way of the website 
www.10thmtndivassoc.org. Once this edi-
tion is in the mail, more information and 
details will be provided on that site.  Be-
cause the story continues, and it deserves 
to be told.

So — Sempre Avanti, and Climb to Glory, 
10th Mountain Division! 

The Denver Public Library Western History/Genealogy Department

10 West 14th Avenue Parkway, Denver, CO 80204-2731 

Email: kschmid@denverlibrary.org. Phone: (720) 865-1812.

Keli Schmid
ARCHIVIST

The Western History and Genealogy department (WHG) at Denver 
Public Library is always striving to make its resources easily accessible, 
even if its customers are nowhere near Denver, Colorado. One way to do 
this is to digitize items so they may be viewed online. WHG has chosen 
a portion of the undigitized photos within the 10th Mountain Division 
Resource Center as its pilot project for a revamped digital workflow, 
with a goal of adding the nearly 4,000 images to the library’s digital col-
lections over the next year. Already, nearly 200 new images have been 
uploaded, and more are going up every week. 

To view the entire collection of 10th Mtn Div photos currently online, 
visit digital.denverlibrary.org and type 10th Mountain Division in the 
search box. (You may narrow your search further by adding keywords 
like 86th, Camp Hale, or Italy.)

WHG’s next step would be digitizing the Resource Center’s collec-
tion of over 250 oral histories, with a goal of making them all accessible 
online. Researchers, family members, students – or anyone! – would be 
able to listen to or view the oral histories on the library’s website, ideally 
accompanied by a transcript of the interview.

While the main goal of these projects is to provide access to resourc-
es, there is an added benefit of protection for original items. Once an 
item has been digitized, it can be tucked away in the archives, safe from 
sunlight, unstable temperatures, and human hands. The duplicate 
item can be viewed over and over, causing no wear to the original. 

10TH RESOURCE CENTER 
HAS EXPANDED ITS 

DIGITAL COLLECTION

One of the newly-scanned photographs viewable online; from left are Scott Osborn 

(10th Special Troops), Darroch Crooks and Ross J. Wilson (87-HQ-1).

As I go back over the issues between 
2001 and 2007, I am amazed at the enor-
mity of the work that has gone into keep-
ing the history of the 10th up to date and 
alive. The book “10th Mountain Division 
Campaign in Italy 1945” by John Imbrie 
(85-C) and Tom Brooks (85-G), and “Mis-

sion Udine: The 10th Mountain Division 
at the Yugoslav Border, May 19 to July 
17, 1945” by the same authors, are out-
standing publications for those seeking 
detailed information about the 10th in 
WWII.

I am fortunate to have had the chance 
to work for and meet so many 10th Moun-
tain Division veterans. It was a privilege 
and a great pleasure to be editor of the 
“Blizzard.”

Close
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

Flags of all U.S. states set off those of 10th Mountain Division units during an impressive Mountainfest parade June 21, 2017, in observance of July 4th on Fort Drum.

ALL PRESENT OR ACCOUNTED FOR ...

Thomas Hames

DESC 87-K

Veterans of the 10th Mountain Division 
participated in a May 27, 2017, dedication 
of an addition to the Colorado Freedom 
Memorial.

Richard Over (110-SIG) and Frank Ro-
mano (86-K) represented the Division at 
the dedication of a 10th Mountain Division 
flagpole as part of a ceremony at Aurora.  

The event included a 50-man choir, 
the Air Force drill team and the interment 
of soil from European cemeteries where 
Coloradans are buried. Master of ceremo-
nies was Rick Crandell, who with his wife is 
founder of the memorial and organizers of 
the ceremony. 

It was a moving and powerful event.  If 
you have a chance, visit this memorial.  It 
lists Coloradans who perished in conflict, 
including 38 members of the 10th Mtn Div 
during WWII. 

Ed. Note: Word has been received that on 
the weekend of July 4, it was discovered that 
the Memorial had been vandalized. One of 
the glass panels that list these selfless men 
and women’s names was shattered. Cost to 
replace the panel is estimated at between 
$50,000-70,000. Help is being requested to 
restore it, through a “Go Fund Me” account 
at www.gofundme.com/restoreCFM).

VETS HELP 
DEDICATE 
COLORADO 
FREEDOM 
MEMORIAL

1st LT Rachel Fransioli

2ND BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM

Command Sgt. Maj. Rob Fortenber-
ry, 2nd Brigade Combat Team (BCT) 
senior enlisted adviser, 10th Mtn Div 
(LI), doesn’t ask of his soldiers what he 
wouldn’t do himself, and that includes 
attending Ranger School. 

When people attend leadership 
courses, the instructor will often talk 
about what it means to be a good leader. 
Often leaders are described as well spo-
ken, fit, always in front. But what about 
the one who grabs his or her rucksack 
and joins you on your way to one of the 
toughest schools the Army has to offer 
— often saved for the young and elite — 
Ranger School? 

For Fortenberry, leading soldiers 
meant more than just inspiring words, 
it meant action. In July, 2016, at the 
age of 45, he became the oldest Ranger 
School graduate in the history of sol-
diers to pass through the school. 

Fortenberry said he had always 
wanted to be a Ranger, but with his ca-
reer flying by and never really finding 
time to set aside to go to school, he had 
come to terms with not ever achieving 
that goal. Or so he thought. 

At his previous unit, 2nd Bn, 22d Inf 
Regt, the motto is “Deeds not Words.” 
After six months of telling his soldiers 
about the importance of going to 
Ranger School, Fortenberry sat his wife 
down and told her that he needed to 
stop being a hypocrite. 

“It was the hypocrisy of standing in 
front of them, trying to message the im-
portance of it in their career, knowing 
that they are looking back at me say-
ing, ‘But you don’t have yours, Sergeant 
Major,’” Fortenberry said. “It goes back 

to about the most honest thing in the 
Army, and that is ‘Lead by Example.’ 
That’s why I did it.” 

He intentionally locked himself in a 
corner so that he couldn’t let anyone 
down, by messaging it to everybody. He 
pulled down the 60-day Ranger physi-
cal training plan off the 4th Ranger 
Training Battalion website. “Initially, I 
was trying to juggle intricacies of being 
a forward (command sergeant major) 
in Iraq and setting up systems and ul-
timately following the physical training 
program by myself, being self-disci-
plined,” he said.

There were no shortcuts. Fortenber-
ry followed the Ranger School path as 
all Ranger candidates do.

“As a CSM, I could have just gone to 
Ranger School without doing all the pre-
qualifications, but my thing was that it 
was important that I go through every 
personal and financial sacrifice that ev-
ery Soldier would go through,” he said. 

 On a personal level, “I’ve got a 

daughter and a wife that I would miss,” 
he said. “I went through all the pre-
Ranger gates,” Fortenberry continued. 
“At the time, I was in Iraq, and coming 
back early for Ranger School is about 
$1,000 a month loss of deployment pay, 
plus paying for all the kit to go to Ranger 
School.”

Most soldiers need to buy additional 
equipment and uniforms that they were 
not initially issued. “I needed to face ev-
ery hardship of every soldier that has to 
go to Ranger School,” Fortenberry ex-
plained. “I had to get up extra early for 
five-mile runs, and during battlefield 
circulation, I would bring my ruck and 
use every chance I had to prepare. Ev-
ery spare moment I had was dedicated 
to training myself. 

 “I had to be able to look soldiers in 
the face, and they had to know that I 
faced every challenge they did, whether 
that’s going home and telling your wife 
‘I’m about to go to Ranger School’ or 
sacrificing pay for equipment,” he con-
tinued. “The other part of it was, I had 
to leave three months to conduct every 
single part of training.”

First LT John Lintner, a chemical, 
biological, radiological, nuclear officer 
with 2-22 Infantry, attended Ranger 
School during the same cycle as Forten-
berry. Lintner said that he was not sur-
prised to learn that Fortenberry had de-
cided to go, nor that he had refused to 
forego a single pre-qualification. 

 “In the brief time I knew him be-
fore Ranger School, I could tell that 
he was a man of action,” Lintner said. 
“He leads from the front in everything 
he does, and his ability to motivate sol-
diers while he does it makes him a rare 
breed.” 

10TH NCO MAKES HISTORY AT RANGER SCHOOL

Command Sgt. Maj. Rob Fortenberry
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Ed. Note: Even though this story was 
broadcast a few years ago, it will likely 
strike a chord with many, including your 
editor, who may have similar memorabil-
ia in their home.

Tony Dokoupil & Joe Fryer
NBC NIGHTLY NEWS, DEC. 27, 2014

Warren McCauley was a war hero, a 
recipient of the Bronze Star who helped 
push Germany out of Italy in 1945. His sil-
ver identification bracelet came off some-
where amid 114 days of bloody progress, 
peak to peak, through the mountains of 
Tuscany. 

It didn’t stay where it fell. 
Three days before Christmas, almost 

exactly 70 years after McCauley lost the 
bracelet, a group of his relatives gathered 
in Buena Vista, Orange County, California 
and watched as his widow pulled the ties on 
a small red pouch. It had just arrived from 
Italy and the 85-year-old reached in with 
two trembling fingers. 

“It’s unreal to hold it now,” said Twila 
McCauley, gazing at the 7-inch chain and 

small plaque. “It’s just so amazing.” She 
took a seat by a window and closed her 
eyes, running her fingers over the worn 
name and serial number of her late hus-
band. “Oh Lord,” she said. “What are you 
trying to tell us?” 

The silver bracelet’s long journey home 
is a story of luck, technology, and the 
spooky power of artifacts, especially those 
carried in war. It began when McCauley 
joined the Army and his family — farmers 
from Stockton, KS — gave him the silver 
bracelet as a gift. It was a fashionable choice 
at the time but also practical. Nearly 300 
Americans a day were dying in modern, 
mechanized combat. Here was a way to 
help identify their bodies. 

McCauley didn’t seem like much of a 
soldier, a 19-year-old trombone player with 
a mega-watt smile. But the Army liked his 
mind. It schooled him in the fledgling sci-
ence of radio and sent him into the Rocky 
Mountains to perfect it. He joined at Camp 
Hale, CO, staging ground for what would 
become the 10th Mountain Division, an 

elite new alpine unit. McCauley’s big test 
came in early 1944, when he and thousands 
of other men fought a mock battle and 
slept in the snow. For six weeks the teams 
weren’t allowed to make fires, even when 
temperatures fell below zero. Hundreds of 
men quit. The rest got on a boat to Italy. Mc-
Cauley’s regiment arrived on the Tuscan 
coast in January of 1945, along with most 
of the 10th Mountain Division, more than 
10,000 men in all. They headed straight for 
the Apennines range, watchtowers of the 
German defense. In the last year, thou-
sands of Americans had died trying to 
break the line. 

Only the 10th prevailed. They destroyed 
five German divisions in three months, 
After a German patrol sliced some of his 
communication lines, the young corporal 
advanced under “a hail of small arms fire” 
to restore communication, an act of “un-
disputed heroism,” the Army said. 

As McCauley’s division rolled northward 
they made only one significant stop, resting 

in a shattered crossroads town called Cas-
tel D’Aiano. They entered in March, moved 
out in early April, and drank cognac and 
champagne when the Germans surren-
dered that May. 

McCauley’s silver bracelet didn’t move 
with them. Rubble from artillery damage 
fills the streets of Castel D’Aiano, Italy, in 
March, 1945. The strategically-important 
town was located at the juncture of two 

WORLD WAR II BRACELET FINALLY COMES HOME

Dawn Esposito, whose son, Sgt. Mi-
chael J. Esposito Jr., was killed in March 
2004 in Dehrawood, Afghanistan, told at-
tendants that she came back to the cer-
emony every year to not only honor her 
son, but to let current soldiers know she 
and her family are moving forward.

“Slowly, yes, pausing at times, but we 
are still staying active and supporting 
those that serve,” she said.

For many families in attendance, the 
pain of their loss remained years after 
their loved ones’ deaths.

Mrs. Anderson said the seventh anni-

versary of the death of her son, who was 
known as “Bucky,” and Tuesday’s cer-
emony brought back a lot of memories.

Those memories included watching 
her son’s success as a high school football 
player and wrestler. Their last hug, March 
25, 2010, was right before he deployed 
from Fort Drum, when he also said his 
last words to her.

“I’ll be alright,” Mrs. Anderson recalled 
her son saying. “I’ll be home, Mom.”

In ways big and small, the Anderson 
family has found ways to remember. Mrs. 
Anderson said. Spc. Anderson’s brother 
recently had a daughter, named Brianne 
Michala, after her uncle.

“She’ll never forget who he is,” she 
said.

Gold Star
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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 MOUNTAIN DIVISION  

SKI-IN DAZE 

 
E V E N T S  

       

 Feb 28 Leadville School Presentations 

 Mar 1 Copper Mountain 

 Mar 2 Cooper Hill  

 Mar 3  Snowmobile trip to Camp Hale  

 Mar 4 Free Day 

 Mar 5 Breckenridge  

 Mar 6 Vail  

https://10thmtndivskiindaze.wordpress.com 

 

FEBRUARY 28 – 

MARCH 6, 2018 Back by 

popular 

demand! 

U.S. ARMY 10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION VIA DENVER PUBLIC LIBRARY

Rubble from artillery damage fills the streets of Castel D’Aiano, Italy, in March 1945. The 

strategically-important town was captured by the 10th Mtn Div on March 5, 1945.

Warren MCCauley’s WWII ID bracelet.

SEE BRACELET ON PAGE 11
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Doug Schmidt 
10TH MTN DIV (LI) HISTORIAN

The 10th Mountain Division Sustain-
ment Brigade traces its lineage back to 
the quartermaster platoon that provided 
support to the first ski troops that trained 
at Fort Lewis, WA. The muleskinners, 
quartermasters, ordnancemen, and med-
ics eventually evolved into the 10th Medi-
cal Battalion; 123rd Ordnance Company; 
255th, 256th, and 257th Quartermaster 
Companies (Pack); 110th Signal Platoon; 
and the 10th Military Police Platoon. All be-
came a part of the Mountain Training Cen-
ter (MTC) when it was activated on Sept. 17, 
1942 at Camp Carson, CO.

WORLD WAR II
Moving to Camp Hale, the sustainment 

soldiers continued supporting the training 
of the MTC; on July 15, 1943, the MTC was 
redesignated the 10th Light Division (Al-
pine) and the 710th Ordnance Platoon re-
placed the 123rd Ord Co. Following the “D” 
Series the Division moved to Camp Swift, 
TX, in June, 1944. On Nov. 6, 1944 the Divi-
sion was reorganized and redesignated as 
the 10th Mountain Division, activating the 
10th Mtn Div Special Troops consisting of 
the 710th Mtn Ordnance Co, 110th Mtn Sig 
Co, and the 10th Mtn MP Plt.

In late December 1944, sustainment 
units’ soldiers and some of the Division’s 
animals left for Europe. By late January 
1945, the Division was readying for combat. 
As the attack on Riva Ridge and Mt. Belve-
dere continued toward the Po River Valley, 
the 710th Ord Co kept the Division shooting 
and moving. The 110th Sig Co kept the 10th 
communicating. The 10th QM Bn kept sup-
plies moving. And the 10th Med Bn treated 
the wounded. Continuing across the Po 
River and into the Italian Alps, the German 
Army in Italy surrendered on May 2, 1945. 
With the war in Europe over and following 
a brief stint on the Italian-Yugoslav border, 
the Division returned to Camp Carson and 
was deactivated on 30 Nov., 1945.

COLD WAR
On 1 July, 1948, the 10th Inf Div was re-

activated as a basic training division. To 
provide much- needed services for the mis-
sion, the 10th Med Bn and the 10th MP Co 
were reactivated. Additionally, the 10th Inf 
Div Band was activated. In Jan., 1954, the 
10th was selected as the first division to par-
ticipate in Operation Gyroscope.

On 15 July, 1954, the 10th Inf Div was re-
activated as a combat division, once again 
having the full complement of sustain-
ment units. The new Separate Battalion of 
Troops consisted of the 10th QM Co, 10th 
Sig Co, 10th MP Co and the 10th Replace-
ment Co. The 710th Ord Bn, 10th Med Bn, 
and the Division Band became separate 
commands.

By June, 1955, the Division was ready to 
deploy and by November the entire Divi-
sion was in Germany. With the majority of 
the sustainment soldiers stationed in and 
around Wuerzburg, detachments from the 
710th Ord Bn were located with the maneu-
ver units; garrison duties and training in 
Grafenwoehr and Hohenfels were  routine. 

However, changes came quickly as ad-
vances in technology brought helicopters 
and nuclear weapons to the Division. The 
helicopter allowed the 710th Ord and 10th 
QM Bns to quickly supply units and the 
10th Med Bn to evacuate casualties. Nucle-
ar weapons were the catalyst for the devel-
opment of the Pentomic division; the nu-
clear weapons presented new challenges. 

On 1 July, 1957, the 10th Inf Div Trains 
was activated, consisting of the 710th 
Ord Bn, 10th Med Bn, 30th Trans Bn, 10th 
QM Co, 10th Admin Co, 10th Avn Co and 
the 10th ID Band. The Army’s new strat-
egy centered on the Division’s five Battle 
Groups. With the battle groups spread out 
across the battlefield making them less of a 
target, the Division Trains’ jobs became dif-
ficult. However, the time in Germany was 
at an end. By May, 1958, the last unit left 
Germany and on 14 June, 1958, the 10th Inf 
Div was deactivated at Fort Benning, GA.

 LIGHT INFANTRY DIVISION
On 13 Feb., 1985, the 10th Mtn Div Supp 

Comd (DISCOM) was reactivated. Drawing 
on its World War II lineage, DISCOM as-
sumed the name “Muleskinners” and ad-
opted the motto “Supporting the Climb.” 
By 1990, DISCOM consisted of the 33d Fi-
nance Ctr, 10th Supp and Trans (S&T) Bn, 
710th Maint Bn, 10th Med Bn, 10th MP Bn 
(Provisional) and the 548th Supply and 
Svcs Bn (SSB). 

DISCOM units began deploying in 1990 
when the 511th MP Co went to Panama and 
the 548th SSB deployed to Southwest Asia 
for Operations Desert Shield/Storm. At the 
same time, DISCOM conducted its first re-
organization, after which the Brigade con-
sisted of the 10th Fwd Supp Bn (FSB), 210th 
FSB (formerly 10th Med Bn), 710th Main 
Support Bn (MSB), and the 548th SSB.

In late August, 1992, following Hurricane 
Andrew, the Brigade, 10th FSB, and 548th 
SSB deployed to southern Florida to con-
duct relief operations. Then, in early De-
cember, 1992, the U.S. became involved in 
Somalia. To help support the Division the 
46th FSB was activated. The Brigade and 
its units supported operations throughout 
Operations Restore/Continue Hope until 
March, 1994, when the last Muleskinner re-
turned to Fort Drum.

While operations were ongoing in So-
malia, DISCOM again went through more 
changes. The 46th FSB was deactivated 
and the 548th SSB was redesignated as the 
548th Corps Supp Bn (CSB). The new des-

ignation better reflected the unit’s mission 
of supporting the 10th Mtn Div with addi-
tional Corps level assets. 

By the fall of 1994, world affairs once 
again called DISCOM to action in the be-
leaguered country of Haiti. On 19 Sept., 
Muleskinners from the 10th FSB air as-
saulted with the Division’s 1st Bde from 
the USS Eisenhower as part of Operation 
Uphold Democracy. The remainder of DIS-
COM entered Haiti shortly afterwards. The 
majority of the Brigade provided support 
to the Division from the capital, Port-au-
Prince, while 210th FSB was attached to 2d 
Bde in northern Haiti. By Jan., 1995, the en-
tire Division returned to Fort Drum.

The Muleskinners’ next mission took 
place right outside the gates of Fort Drum. 
On 15 July, 1995, a “derecho” (often mis-
takenly referred to as a microburst) struck 
Northern New York. The storm knocked 
down thousands of trees, damaged build-
ings and caused widespread power outages 
lasting several days in some areas. The 10th 
DISCOM led the recovery effort providing 
water and generators to local communities.

In March, 1997, the 642nd Engr Co, part 
of the 548th CSB, deployed to Bosnia-Her-
zegovina as part of Operation Joint Forge 
for six months, building and maintain-
ing roads and base camps throughout the 
United States’ zone of responsibility. On 6 
Jan., 1998, DISCOM was once again called 
out into surrounding communities fol-
lowing five days of freezing rain. For three 
weeks the Muleskinners worked through 
ice, snow, bitter cold, and flooding. 

In August, 1999, the Muleskinners once 
again deployed overseas. DISCOM and the 
210th FSB deployed to Bosnia-Herzegovi-
na as part of Operation Joint Forge, SFOR 
6. In the spring of 2000 following the six-
month long deployment, the DISCOM sol-
diers returned to Fort Drum. In June, DIS-
COM activated the 10th Soldier Supp Bn to 
help provide administrative support to the 
Division. Also during the summer and into 
the fall of 2001, the Brigade and the 10th 
FSB prepared to deploy to Kosovo as part of 
Operation Joint Guardian.

 THE GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM (GWOT)
The terrorist attacks on 11 Sept., 2001, 

saw the Headquarters, 548th CSB deploy 
along with other elements of the 10th Mtn 
Div in October to Uzbekistan to support 
the opening thrust of Operation Enduring 
Freedom (OEF). That November, the Bri-
gade and the 10th FSB deployed to Kosovo 
as part of the peacekeeping force, KFOR 
3B. By summer 2002, all  returned to Fort  
Drum. 

Beginning in March, 2003, the 210th FSB 
deployed with 2nd Bde to Afghanistan fol-
lowed by the 10th FSB with 1st Bde; in July 
DISCOM and the 710th MSB deployed, 
and in September the 548th CSB deployed. 

During OEF IV, DISCOM provided logisti-
cal support to the entire theater to include 
the fledgling Afghan National Army. The 
210th FSB returned to Fort Drum in No-
vember, 2003, and the rest of DISCOM 
returned in July, 2004. In March, 2003, US 
forces invaded Iraq, expanding the GWOT. 
In May, 2004, the 210th FSB once again de-
ployed with 2nd Brigade, this time support-
ing Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF).

Following DISCOM’s return to Ft Drum, 
the Brigade began the process of trans-
forming to the Army’s new modular force 
structure. On 16 Sept., 2004, 10th DISCOM 
was redesignated the 10th Mtn Div Supp 
Bde and the Troop Battalion was activated. 
With this redesignation the Brigade took 
on a new unit insignia. In addition to this, 
the 10th FSB and the 710th MSB were re-
designated Brigade Supp Bns (BSB) and 
reassigned to the 1st and 3rd Bde Combat 
Teams (BCT), respectively. Additionally, 
the 548th CSB was redesignated the 548th 
Combat Sustainment Support Battalion 
(CSSB). The 10th Supp Bde and its Troop 
Bn were again redesignated in early 2005 as 
the 10th Sustainment Bde and the Special 
Troops Bn, respectively. In July, 2005, the 
210th FSB returned to Fort Drum and on 16 
Sept. was redesignated 210th BSB and reas-
signed to the 2nd BCT. 

The 10th Sustainment Bde continued its 
transformation on 14 Oct., 2005, when the 
10th MP Bn (Provisional) was deactivated 
and the 91st MP Bn was activated in its 
place. Also in 2005 the 63rd Explosive Ord 
Disposal (EOD) Bn was activated and on 27 
Oct., 2006, the 7th Engr Bn was activated. 
Over the next decade the 10th Sustainment 
Bde deployed three more times in support 
of OEF (2006-07, 2011-12, and 2014) and 
once in support of OIF (2008-2009). The 
Brigade’s subordinate battalions also de-
ployed more than fifteen times in support 
of OEF and OIF.

On 17 Oct., 2014, the 10th Sustainment 
Bde once again transformed in line with a 
new force structure. This time the 7th Engr 
Bn was redesignated the 7th Bde Engr Bn 
and reassigned to the 10th Mtn Div’s 1st 
BCT. On 16 May, 2015, the Brigade was re-
designated the 10th Mtn Div Sustainment 
Bde. The Brigade once again donned the 
10th Mtn Div patch. On 19 Jan., 2017, the 
63rd EOD Bn deactivated.

Today, through a wide range of opera-
tions over the course of many years and 
in every climate, the Muleskinners have 
provided support to combat units by 
pack mule and truck, rucksack and fork-
lift. Throughout its history, the soldiers of 
the 10th Mtn Div Sustainment Bde have 
excelled at providing, sustaining, and 
treating those soldiers it was tasked with 
supporting, with world-class logistics  
support .

TODAY’S 10TH, TOMORROW’S HISTORY

10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION SUSTAINMENT BRIGADE
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PFC Matthew Lucibello

D CO, 41ST ENGR BN, 2D BRIGADE COMBAT TEAM, 10TH MTN DIV (LI)

When someone plans on going to Italy 
for a vacation, they probably imagine 
themselves riding a gondola through the 
passageways of Venice, or rampaging 
through the ruins of the Colosseum. My 
experience was very different as I rode in a 
passenger bus, and hiked through the nar-
row switchbacks and hillsides of Emilia-
Romagna with the relatives and friends of 
soldiers who once were in the 10th Moun-
tain Division. 

It was that very Division — of which I am 
now a part — that in 1945 was busy bring-
ing about the destruction of the Nazi war-
machine and doing their part in freeing the 
oppressed peoples of Europe. Beyond that, 
I didn’t know much and the purpose of my 
attendance was to learn more about that 
history.  

At the start, I felt very much like an out-
sider. Compared to most of the people on 
the tour, I didn’t have any relatives who 
were part of the 10th Mountain Division 
during the war. I didn’t have the opportuni-
ty to grow up listening to war stories about 
the attack on Mount Belvedere or the as-
sault on Riva Ridge. I didn’t have the oppor-
tunity to “play Army” when I was younger, 
in an Army-issued Mountain Jacket or Ski 
Parka from Camp Hale, Colorado. 

The only thread of a connection I had 
with those going on this trip was the sub-
dued patch on my shoulder bearing a pair 
of crossed bayonets inside a powder keg, 
the prestigious patch of the 10th Mountain 
Division. 

Once there, and to my relief, however, I 
wasn’t treated like an outsider. I was a cu-
riosity, even feeling like an idol, to not only 
the relatives and friends of the trip, who 
treated me like family, but to the Italian citi-
zens and Alpini (Italian Mountain Soldiers) 
who accompanied us as well. 

I was treated with the utmost respect, 
and included in every aspect of the tour 
possible by everyone I met. The Italian 

WWII re-enactors were especially fond of 
me; many asked for photos with me in uni-
form and many time and time again went 
out of their way to make sure I had the most 
in-depth, and exciting, tour possible. 

So I had the pleasure of not just laying a 
wreath at the top of Mount Belvedere, and 
getting to climb Riva Ridge, but also getting 
to drive an original Jeep through the coun-
tryside, and marching at the head of many 
parades, feeling almost like a hero by the lo-
cal towns. 

We visited many battlefields and cem-

eteries, and I was privy to listening to the 
stories told down from family member to 
family member along the way as everyone 
tried to gain a better understanding of their 
relative’s trials and sacrifices, regardless if 
this was their first reunion or not. 

To me, this was an adventure and an 
experience I will never forget. I’ve walked 
away with not just more knowledge of the 
10th’s role in WWII, but with a bond forged 
among those who went on this trip that will 
last a lifetime. It is one that I believe gives at 
least a small sense felt by those who came 
before and fought and bled on these now-
lush Italian hillsides.

 Editor’s Note: Asked about his partici-
pation in the Italy trip, Private Lucibello 
shared with us that, “I did request to come 

to Fort Drum and luckily the Army assigned 
me to the 10th. As for my heritage, I am Ital-
ian with family on my Dad’s side coming 
from Amalfi, so it definitely swayed me into 
coming as well. Indeed, many of the Ital-
ians there who saw me in uniform bonded 
with me when they read my nametapes on 
my jacket and cap, asking if I was Italian 
and where my family was from. Most of 
the soldiers back at Drum in my unit were 
very envious that I got the opportunity to 
go, especially because Leave normally isn’t 
approved unless it is during the designated 
Block Leave period. In the end, when I re-
turned, many were interested and asked 
me about it.”  It should also be noted that he 
paid for his own trip because of his keen in-
terest in the history of the 10th.

SOLIDER FINDS ITALY TRIP NOT YOUR AVERAGE EXPERIENCE

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Italian Alpini, Mountain Soldiers, with PFC Matthew Lucibello at  the memorial at the top of Mount Belvedere to the 10th Mountain 

Division and its soldiers who fought in Italy during World War II.

DATE  CHAPTER EVENT 

Aug. 9-10 New England Annual Mt. Washington Climb & Memorial
Sept. 1-2  Roadrunner Reunion, Los Alamos, NM
Sept. 8-10 Armadillo Reunion, Dallas, TX
Sept. 8-10 Big Sky  Annual meeting, Missoula, MT
October (tba) New England Jean Dearborn Memorial Fall Luncheon,

    Makris Restaurant, Concord, NH
Nov. 11 & 19 New England Veterans’ Day flag ceremonies,

    Massachusetts National Cemetery, Bourne, MA
Nov. 12  Del. River Valley Lunch, Overbrook Country Club, Villanova, PA

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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John C. Russell

10TH MTN DIV [LI] RET.

Gathered at the Memorial Day cer-
emony at Tennessee Pass, CO, were sev-
eral WWII veterans with their families and 
some new friends. They included 85th 
Mountain Infantry veterans John Tyler 
(85-A), Marlin Wineberg (85-D) and Clark 
Wingate (85-L), with families. 

Special guests included Gold Star Par-
ents John and Linda White of Fort Col-
lins, CO, whose son CWO3 Ryan died 
while serving with the 10th Aviation Bri-
gade, 10th Mtn Div (LI), in Afghanistan 
in 2011. The Whites were assisted by the 
Clark Wingate family in laying a Gold Star 

wreath. Also present was former CWO 
Zac Mott (6th Cavalry Sqdn) who coinci-
dentally flew with Mr. White for two tours 
in Iraq. 

The luncheon following the ceremony 
was made complete with a serenade of 
10th Mountain songs by Marlin Wine-
berg, Hugh Evans (85-C, A) and Crosby T. 
Perry-Smith (86-HQ-2). It should be not-
ed that both Evans and Perry-Smith are 
enshrined in the Colorado Ski and Snow-
board Hall of fame, and that Perry-Smith 
became an Olympic ski jumper after the 
war. He also won the Soldiers Medal for 
heroic lifesaving before the 10th moved 
up into combat in Italy.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

Rocky Mountain Chapter 

member John Tyler (85-

A) of Denver, CO.

Perry Crosby-Smith with 

daughter Robin Allen, 

Steamboat Springs, CO.

Marlin Wineberg (85-D) 

Wheat Ridge, CO, with 

daughter Connie Nelson 

and friend Mark.

JOHN RUSSELL

Rocky Mountain members, from left, 

Jeffrey Wingate, Clark Wingate (87-L),  

Linda White, Lorne Prescott, John White of 

Fort Collins, CO. 

JOHN RUSSELL

Descendant Trux Dole, left, looks on with 

amusement as Marlin Wineberg, Hugh 

Evans and Crosby Perry-Smith entertain 

after Tennessee Pass ceremony. 

KATHY MEZEI RAABE

Tennessee Pass Memorial Day Ceremony. 

JOHN RUSSELL (INCLUDING PHOTOS AT RIGHT)

The 10th Mountain Division monument at Tennessee Pass, CO. 

Mountain soldiers from at least 11 
countries will participate in the 32nd 
Congress of the International Federa-
tion of Mountain Soldiers (IFMS) from 
Sept. 13-16, 2017 in Northern New York.

It will be the first time the U.S. has 
hosted the Congress since 2005, when 
members gathered at the Von Trapp 
Family Lodge in Stowe, VT; two sons of 
that family had joined the 10th Moun-
tain Division after the family escaped 
from Austria during WWII.  This time 
it will be the Fort Drum Chapter of the 
National Association of the 10th Mtn 
Div that will be hosting the event. Ap-

proximately 60 attendees are expected 
from Austria, Bulgaria, France, It-
aly, Germany, Poland, Mon-
tenegro, Slovenia, Spain, 
Switzerland and the 
United States.  

IFMS is comprised 
of mountain soldiers 
from several coun-
tries, including those 
who’ve been on oppo-
site sides in times of war, 
who still share a fellowship 
these many years later. The 
organization was founded in 1985, 

meeting first in Mittenwald, Germany. 
Camaraderie in the group has 

brought them together regu-
larly since then.

Based out of the 1000 
Islands Harbor Hotel in 
Clayton, NY, the Con-
gress will open with a 
ceremony at 9 a.m. on 
Sept. 14; Association 

members are invited to 
join the occasion.
That will be followed by 

a memorial service at 10:45 
a.m. at the Military Mountaineer 

Statue in Memorial Park in front of 
Hayes Hall, post headquarters, on Fort 
Drum. 

Additional events during the Con-
gress for those registered include 
demonstrations on post by members 
of the Army’s most-deployed Division, 
wine tasting at the Thousand Islands 
Winery, tours of the Thousand Islands 
area, and more.

In the end, Chapter members expect 
to offer an opportunity for the Euro-
pean guests to experience the scenic 
beauty and hospitality of the North 
Country and Fort Drum.

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION SET TO MEET IN NNY
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Amy Scanlin
High on Hill 913, a son sees for 

the first time where the father he 
never knew was killed fighting 
to liberate Europe some seventy 
years ago.  A 1ST SGT in the 10th 
Mountain Division, the soldier 
paid the ultimate sacrifice and in 
an instant the life of his family was 
forever changed.  The son makes 
his way to the top of the hill in a 
restored Willys jeep, thanks to an 
Italian who is dedicated to helping 
preserve the 10th’s legacy in the 
place generations of his family call 
home.  The son listens as the wind 
rustles the trees and feels at peace 
as he watches the wingspread of a 
majestic bird soaring over the val-
ley below — a sure sign, he feels, 
that his father is there with him.

Making their way to the small 
Tuscan town where their grand-
father met and fell in love with a 
Red Cross volunteer working in 
Club 85, two brothers see for the 
first time their grandmother’s 
homeland, the battlefields where 
their grandfather fought and the 
church where the two were mar-
ried.  They call Grandad, sharing 
their adventures and thanking 
him for ensuring that they saw 
firsthand not only what he did, 
but why and how the Americans’ 

arrival in 1945 brought hope and 
ultimately freedom.

On a quaint cobblestone square 
at sunset, a woman smiles as she 
sits next to her grandsons and 
granddaughter-in-law, listen-
ing to an Alpini choir.  This is her 
ninth time making this journey.  
The first years she was accompa-
nied by a dear husband who was 
able to reconnect with old friends 
and battle buddies, and now she 
comes with her grandchildren 
who lovingly sit beside her and 
share in the many memories that 
make Italy so special to her.  

These reflections and countless 
like them are just part of the story 
of the 10th Mountain Division’s 
June 2017 Return to Italy trip, 
which continues a 50+ year tradi-
tion where descendants, associ-
ates and friends come together 
in continuation of their quest to 
learn more about these faraway 
places where their fathers, grand-
fathers and even great-grandfa-
thers climbed to glory. 

For 10 days, thanks to the care-
ful and dedicated planning of the 
Trip Committee, over 90 of us trav-
eled over hills and through towns 
in Bologna and Tuscany, retracing 
steps up Riva Ridge and marking 
pivotal points in our nation’s and 
family histories.  

We laid wreaths, stood in fox-
holes, were warmly hugged by 
the many Italians who came to 
say thank you to the Americans 
for saving them.  Tears were shed, 
hearts were warmed, new friend-
ships were forged and old ones 
rekindled. There was time for 
somber reflection, and there was 
time for celebration for what these 
men did and how we honor them 
today.  

We broke bread with our Italian 
friends who created beautiful and 

hearty meals for us in every town 
and we were all energized that 
this bond remains strong, even 72 
years later. As one man said when 
he dedicated his father’s uniform 
to a local WWII museum, when 
his father was alive he accepted 
the Italians’ thank you to him, but 
now that his father is no longer 
with us, it is our time to say thank 
you to the Italians for remember-
ing. 

As flowers were laid at the Flor-
ence American Cemetery and Me-
morial, the final resting place for 
far too many brave soldiers who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice, that 
young boy who never knew his fa-
ther, now traveling with sons of his 
own, rests a hand on his father’s 
gravesite.  His father, as all of our 
10th soldiers, are “presente” in 
these hills and in our hearts.

FAMILY HISTORY COMES ALIVE ON JOURNEY TO ITALY

Ninety Descendants, veterans and local supporters gather atop Mt. Belvedere on their Return to Italy Trip in June.

Return to Italy Trip provided 

fresh perspective for veterans of 

10th Mtn Div (LI), from left, Galen 

Jackman (MG, Ret.), National 

Assn. president, and longtime 

member Gil Pearsall (LTC, Ret.).

Generations enjoying Italy trip with grandmother Ann Thomas. From 

left, grandson Brad, granddaughter-in-law Kaylie and grandson 

Charlie, at farewell banquet.
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Arizona Chapter
Vacant

Armadillo Chapter (’17)
Karen Case
30 Caudill Road
Enola, AR 72047
Karencase0303@gmail.com
501.472.4588

Big Sky Chapter (’17)
Jerald Reed
PO Box 2172
Columbia Falls, MT 59912
406.253.9451
Jf.reed.1917@gmail.com
Father: Ross Wilson (87-HQ-1)

Delaware River Valley Chapter (’17)
Barbara Catterall
3003 Cricket Circle
Edison, NJ 08820
908.757.1976
Barbacat9@aol.com
Father: Joseph Croke (85-G)

Fort Drum Chapter (’17)
Jill Hamlin (acting)
167 Hotel Road
Remsen, NY 13438
315.831.5506
jhamlin216@aol.com
Father: Norton C. Stanton (86-A)

Lower Michigan Chapter (’17)
Robert (Bob) Lafean
714 Lakeview Ave.
Port Huron, MI 48060
810.987.1795
rdlafean@comcast.net

Metropolitan New York Chapter (’17)
Rosario “Rus” Salemi
Woodside, NY 11377
347.744.0121
Father: Salvatore J. Salemi (HQ)
Turiddu20@gmail.com

Midwest Chapter (’18)
Patricia LaRocca
1151 Parkside Court
Carol Stream, IL 60188
630.334.7084
pattylarocca327@yahoo.com
Father: Richard D. Soutar (616-FA- HQ)

Mount Rainier Chapter (’18)
Chris Loewy
PO Box 85913
Seattle, WA 98145
425.985.6875
Loewy.chris@gmail.com
Grandfather: Edmund Loewy (86-B)

New England Chapter (’18)
Mac Jackson
2077 E. Warren Road
Waitsield, VT 05673
802.583.2833
skifarmer@live.com
Father: Richard N. Jackson, Jr. 
(126 ENG, 229 ENG)

North Central Chapter (’18)
Jessica Adza
4112 Oakland Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55407
612.715.1265
jessica.adza@gmail.com
Grandfather: Ernest H. Knapper
(85-HQ-2)

Northwest Chapter (’18)
Bruce Wagstaff
7404 SE Knight St
Portland, OR 97206
503.519.2508
Bruce.wagstaff@gmail.com
Father: David Wagstaff (86-C)

Roadrunner Chapter (’18)
Rebecca “Becky” Joyce
1017 Arabela Road
Tinnie, NM 88351
575.208.8354
Rlynnjyc7@icloud.com
Father: George Sisneros (604-HQ, 85-HQ)

Rocky Mountain Chapter (’18)
Connie Nelson
5393 W. Colorado Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80232
303.935.3312
Father: Marlin Wineberg (85-D)

Sierra Nevada Chapter (’19)
Val Rios
6816 S. Maple
Fresno, CA 93725
559.269.7788
Vrios913@aol.com
Father: Cruz F. Rios, Jr. (87- K)

Southeast Chapter (’19)
The Rev. Larry Fields
6637 Ridgerock Lane
Knoxville, TN 37909
Lields43@comcast.net
Father: Capt. Marion H. Fields (85-HQ)

Southern California Chapter (’19)
Kathleen Finn Jones
32600 Hwy 74 Space 104
Hemet, CA 92545
909.238.8553 (C)
Father: Frederick Finn (85-A, L)

Upper Peninsula Chapter (’19)
Jessica Adza (acting) — See 
North Central chapter

Upstate New York Chapter (’19)
Jill Hamlin — See Fort Drum

Utah Chapter (’19)
Ron Sawdey
2016 Emerson Ave.
Salt Lake City, UT 84108
801.582.2820 (H)
rjsawdwy@gmail.com
Father: James J. Sawdey (87- B)

Washington DC Chapter (’19)
Pamela Pikla
3707 Red Grove Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21220
410.335.2525
Ppik3703@hotmail.com
Father: Hassell G. Vass (10-AT- A)

AT-LARGE 
BOARD MEMBERS

President
Steve Coffey*
#1630 York Mills Lane
Reston, VA 20194
703.471.4370 (H)
703.217.4963 (W)
sdcoffey@verizon.net
Father: Albert Coffey Jr. (87-F)

Immediate Past President
Val Rios*
(see Sierra Nevada Chapter)

Senior Vice President
Steve Wilmot*
149 High Place
Ft. Collins, CO 80521
970.493.5844
Steve10thmnt@gmail.com
Father: Leon Wilmot (87-HQ)

Vice President for Education
Vacant

Secretary
Adrian Coffey*
6622 E. Wakeield Dr., #81
Alexandria, VA 22307
Grandfather: Albert Coffey (87- F)

Quartermaster
Melanie Loveland
7770 W 38th Ave, Apt 408
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
Mloveland68@gmail.com
Grandfather: Richard D. Johnson (87-A)

VP, Chapter Coordinator
Phebe Davol*
5675 West FM 487
Florence, TX 76527
254.793.3419
Phebe.davol@gmail.com
Father: Donald B. Davol
(86-L0, HQ-3)

Resource, Denver Library
Denise Taylor
4075 Depew Street
Wheat Ridge, CO 80212
303.423. 2514
Mountaingirl555@msn.com
Father: Marvin E. Taylor 
(126-D ENG)

Treasurer
Ruso “Don” Perkins*
P.O. Box 393717
Carl Fisher Branch
Miami Beach, FL 33239-8717
917.501.3003
nucushman@yahoo.com
Father: Ruso H. Perkins (87-I)

On Belay Chairperson
Pamela Pikla — See Washing-
ton, D.C. Chapter

Membership
Will Niebles (See D. Perkins)

Steve Coffey
DESC 87-F

10th Mountain Division Descendants 
Inc. (TMDD) continues to work to fulfill 
our mission of preserving the legacy of the 
10th Mountain Division and to give sup-
port to the veterans, wives and widows of 
the Division.  Some of the current TMDD 
highlights include:

Membership: Membership renewals 
as well as first-time memberships to date 
for 2017 total almost 800 at last count, on a 
par with last year.  Increasing membership 
across all chapters remains our highest 
priority as we work to attract second- and 
third-generation descendants, as well as 
those of the 10th Light veterans. We con-
tinue to ask for everyone’s help building 
our numbers by signing up a family mem-
ber or two so we can reach — or better yet, 
surpass — the 1,000-member goal we’ve 
set again for this year. Memberships are 
our only real source of revenue, revenue 
that is needed to continue the programs 
and outreach that we do to meet the mis-
sion. 

As always, we should also all thank Don 
Perkins and Wil Niebles for their hard work 
processing the renewal mailing and subse-
quent membership applications so quick-
ly and professionally throughout the year.

Annual Board of Directors Meeting:  
The 2017 TMDD BoD meeting will be held 
on 21 July at the Denver Public Library.  We 
will be reviewing a number of important 
topics at this meeting to include:  possible 
changes to streamline and modernize our 
membership processes; changes to our 
financial processes aimed at strengthen-
ing the TMDD financial position; taking 
a look at our chapter structure to address 
the issues of leadership voids in the smaller 
chapters; and others.  

Look for more information soon stem-
ming from the wide variety of topics that 
will be discussed at the meeting.

Scholarship: As reported earlier, last 
year’s Finn-Thornton Scholarship of 
$2,500 was awarded to Charles Thomas, 
grandson of Sam and Ann Thomas (87-I). 
We have continued to receive donations 
from several chapters and individuals. 
Taken together with our Association’s an-
nual budgeted amounts, the fund totals 
over $7,000 prior to making this year’s 
award.  

As part of our efforts to substantially 
beef up the fund, we included an insert in 
the membership packet providing back-
ground on this scholarship, and included 
a donation line on the membership appli-
cation. These actions generated additional 
donations to this important scholarship 
fund.

Those interested in making a donation 
to this fund can do so by sending their 
donation to Don Perkins, our Treasurer, 

noting that the amount is for the Finn-
Thornton Scholarship. In addition, please 
encourage students to visit the Descen-
dant website for information and an appli-
cation. After all, the goal is to support 10th 
Mountain Descendants in their academic 
pursuits. 

Quartermaster: Melanie Loveland 
of the Rocky Mountain Chapter is off to 
a great start as our new QM.  She has put 
together a brochure of available items 
that was also included in the membership 
mailing. The brochure is available on our 
TMDD website as well.  Melanie provided 
items for sale on the recent return trip to 
Italy as well.  Please visit the TMDD web-
site or contact Melanie directly to pur-
chase items from the QM. In addition, 10th 
Mountain items remain available through 
the “Off the Beatin’ Path” gift shop at Fort 
Drum, and can be viewed via a link pro-
vided on the National Association website 
(http://10thmtndivassoc.org).

Finance:  TMDD will continue to pro-
vide financial support when possible to 
projects that further our goal of preserv-
ing and spreading the word about the Di-
vision’s history. The most substantial ex-
ample of this so far was our contribution of 
$2,500 to the Honor the Mountain Memo-
rial recently dedicated in Watertown, NY 
(http://www.honorthemountain.com/). 
10th Mountain Division Descendants Inc. 
is listed on the Donor Plaque as a result. We 
would like to take things up a notch or two 
with a project to honor the 10th Mountain 
legacy that will be supported by a dedicat-
ed fundraising effort.

If you have ideas for such a project that 
you would like to see your Association sup-
port, please contact your chapter Director 
or myself any time.

Italy 2017 and 2020:  Ninety descen-
dants and friends recently completed a re-
turn to Italy trip from 9-18 June.  The trip 
focused entirely on the Hill Towns combat 
route, the exception being our traditional 
visit to the Florence American Cemetery 
and Memorial where we conducted a very 
moving ceremony and visit to each 10th 
Mountain soldier.  Our goal was to visit 
battle sites related to the February-April 
1945 operations in more detail than in the 
past, as well as get off the big buses to see 
some of the more out-of-the-way but nev-
ertheless important sites in the area.  With 
the help of our many friends in Italy, we 
were able to do so and visited important 
sites, such as Torre Iussi and M. Croce in 
Tole.  We also had a group of hardy descen-
dants who climbed Riva Ridge, eventually 
joining the group in Trignano for a visit to 
the museum and festa in the square. Of 
course, we enjoyed the incredible hospi-
tality of our hosts and friends in the villages 
along the way, as always.

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

SEE PRESIDENT ON DESCENDANT PAGE 3
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It’s not too early to begin thinking about 
2020!  That will be the 75th anniversary of vic-
tory and the end of WWII in Europe and we 
anticipate it will be well-celebrated, some-
thing we want to be a part of.  This trip will go 
back to the more traditional version that will 
include the complete combat route to Lake 
Garda, along with more sightseeing opportu-
nities.  

Social Media:  Our TMDD Instagram page 

has continued to be quite successful, with 
almost 700 followers so far. For all you Insta-
gram users, it can be followed at “10thmtndi-
visiondescendants.” This provides yet an-
other avenue for sharing pictures among the 
members, and also wave the 10th Mountain 
flag.  It continues to attract a large number of 
modern 10th Mountain serving soldiers and 
veterans as well as ski industry organizations 
and personalities.

If you have pictures you’d like to have 
posted (past trips to Italy, reunions, “throw-
backs,” for example), please forward them to 
“adriancoffey@10thmtndivdesc.org.”

  Members also continue to visit and post 

on the 10th Mountain Descendants and 
Friends Facebook page.  This continues to 
provide a venue for sharing pictures, stories, 
asking questions, making connections, etc.  
I’m amazed at how much 10th Mountain his-
tory is surfaced and discussed on this page, so 
please visit and contribute often.  

How You Can Help:  Attend chapter and 
national meetings; at the most basic level, we 
can all simply attend the chapter or national 
meetings and other gatherings (Ski-Ins, Me-
morial Day at Camp Hale, National Reunion, 
Italy trips, etc.) to support those members 
who give their time and effort to organize 
these events. 

Volunteer: Volunteer to organize activities 
or suggest ideas to your chapter Directors or 
the Association Board.  We also continue to 
look for expertise in some key areas such as 
membership, education, and social network-
ing, to name a few.

Please visit the Descendant web page 
(10thmountaindivisiondescendants.org) 
often for information on activities and initia-
tives, and don’t hesitate to call on any of us 
with your ideas and suggestions.

As always ... When your chapter hosts an 
event, please attend if at all possible. It’s the 
best way I know of to show our respect for our 
10th Mountain veterans and all they’ve done.

President
CONTINUED FROM DESCENDANT PAGE 2

Phebe Davol

DESC 86-L, HQ

During the Italy Hill Towns Discovery 
Tour this June, Karen Case (Desc James 
W. Stanley, Sr. 86-HQ) met descendants 
of Lester S. Ersland (87-C), who was a 
First Sergeant and was Killed in Action 
(KIA) on April 15, 1945.  

Lester’s son Anthony Ersland (Desc 
87-C) and grandsons Jonathan and 
David Ersland accompanied their fa-
ther, Anthony, on the Italy trip in June.  
They recently joined the 10th Moun-
tain Descendants organization and are 
members of our Armadillo Chapter. We 
warmly welcome them all and their fam-
ilies to the Descendants organization.

As the Chapter Coordinator for the 
10th Mountain Division Descendants, I 
have been in contact with our webmas-
ter to post events for all chapters on the 
Descendants website. If you go to the 
10th Mountain Division Descendants 
website and click on the tab “News” and 
then click on Chapter News, there is a 
listing of all Chapter Events.  If you have 
an event that you would like posted, 
please send the event to me and I will 
have our webmaster update the calen-
dar.  Refer to the article from the Chap-
ter Coordinator in this Blizzard discuss-
ing this new feature.

Plans are underway for the Arma-

dillo Annual Reunion to be held in Dal-
las, TX, Sept. 8-10, 2017. Other Chapter 
Veterans, Descendants and Friends are 
invited to attend.  Activities include vis-
its to the Frontiers of Flight Museum 
and the George W. Bush Presidential 
Library.

For more information and to request 
a reservation form please contact Kar-
en Case at 501-472-4588 or via email at  
karencase0303@gmail.com.

ARMADILLO

Connie Nelson
DESC 85-D

This year was the first year that Rocky 
Mountain Descendant members orga-
nized the annual Ski-In. Descendant De-
nise Taylor (Desc 125-ENG-D) headed 
up a creative and industrious commit-
tee that ensured that the 2017 Ski-In was 
a success. In addition to skiing at various 
resorts throughout the week, the event 
also included a snowmobile trip at Camp 
Hale, the showing of the movie “The Last 
Ridge,” which was open to the public, and 
a visit to the local Leadville elementary 
school, where the school children were ea-
ger to learn more about the 10th Mountain 
Division. 

The Rocky Mountain Descendant 
Chapter made a donation to this elemen-
tary school in memory of WWII veteran, 
Jimmy Nassar (85-C), who had always 
made a donation in the past. WWII vet-
eran Hugh Evans (85-C, A), a multitude of 
descendants, members of the 157th Na-
tional Guard, which is now aligned with 
the 10th Mtn Div, and 10th Special Forces 

participated in this well-attended event.  
Denver news stations covered the Ski-In, 
with one conducting an interview with 
veteran Hugh Evans, who continues to ski.

Rocky Mountain Chapter members al-
so attended a 10th Mtn Div flag ceremony 
held at the Colorado Freedom Memorial 
on May 27. Six hundred people attended, 
including WWII Veteran Dick Over (110-
SIG), 10th Mtn Div Foundation staff, Den-
ver KEZW radio personality Rick Crandall, 
and others who worked hard to place a 
10th flag at the memorial. The Colorado 
Freedom Memorial honors all Colorado 
soldiers who lost their lives while serving 
their country.

Two days later, 400 people, including 
WWII veterans and descendants, attend-
ed this year’s 10th Mountain Division Me-
morial Day ceremony held at the Division 
Memorial, located near Camp Hale, and 
organized by the group Living History.

At the time of this writing, the chapter 
is putting the final touches on the annual 
picnic and fall event, coming up in July 
and September, respectively.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

Andrea Perkins Miller

DESC RUSO PERKINS 87-I

After our parents Jean and Ruso passed 
away, my brother Don and I began preparing 
to sell our 1905 family home in New Berlin, 
NY, to our cousins.  We wondered what we 
would do with Dad’s 10th Mountain memo-
rabilia and ski equipment after we picked out 
items that we could not part with. We con-
sidered donating the remaining items to the 
Denver Public Library and the New England 
Ski Museum, but in my heart I wanted to keep 
them in our hometown so they would not be 

far away from us.
I talked with the librarian at the New Ber-

lin Library, which is also the town’s historical 
museum.  She instantly said that she wanted 
the 10th Mountain items in the library for all 
to see and to maintain the history of a com-
munity WWII veteran.

With great enthusiasm I began to organize 
a display that included copies of Mom and 
Dad’s love letters, photographs, ski equip-
ment, books, DVDs, Army clothing and our 
mother’s wedding dress (our parents were 
married two weeks before Dad left for the Ar-
my).  Don and I installed the display in 2012.

I was recently asked by the librarian to do 
a presentation about the history of the 10th 
Mtn Div and to show the film “Climb to Glo-
ry” for upcoming Memorial Day observanc-
es.

People in the community appreciated 
learning about the 10th and veterans’ impact 
on the U.S. ski industry.

My brother and I would like to encourage 
other descendants to consider spreading the 
word in their own communities and perhaps 
exploring the possibility of placing your par-
ents’ 10th Mountain history at your local li-
brary or historical society.

DESCENDANTS BUILD HOMETOWN TRIBUTE

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Andrea Perkins Miller and her brother Don 

Perkins with a photo of their late father.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Descendant Armadillo Chapter 

represented in Italy by Anthony Ersland 

(Desc 87-C) and sons Jonathan and David 

Ersland at the American Cemetery near 

Florence.
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Rosario ‘Rus’ Salemi

DESC 10-HQ

The following is a letter sent to those 
with affiliation with the 10th Moun-
tain Division, in the Metropolitan NY 
area; the author, Rus, is currently act-
ing director for the Descendants Chap-
ter: 

Greetings to all 10th Mountain Di-
vision Descendants, their families, 
friends, 10th Mountain veterans from 
all eras, as well as those currently 
serving or planning to do so.  

It is especially appropriate on the 
eve of Memorial Day weekend, I be-
lieve, that our attention be directed 
and consideration be given to the 
greater purpose of a Tenth Moun-
tain Division Descendants group.  
We would love and honor — and in 
most cases now, the memories of — 
our fathers, mothers, uncles, broth-
ers, grandfathers, great-grandfathers, 
etc. certainly, even if they had never 
served our nation during the greatest, 
and most terrible event in human his-
tory.  

But certain facts remain, ones that 
intensify the affection for those we 
already love beyond measure.  Our 
forefathers, it’s not an exaggeration 
or cliche to state, did serve, and mag-
nificently.  They were a vital part of 
what arguably, and in my opinion is 

truly, the “Greatest Generation” when 
one considers what their momentous 
tasks were as Western civilization tee-
tered on the brink of the abyss of an 
enslaving ideology of evil and death.  

A simple, lighthearted and yet 
prayerful gathering this summer 
would be a small but significant step 
in the right direction along a path that 
Whittaker Chambers once reflected 
about and inclined toward, regarding 
the protection and preservation of our 
beloved land, when he said: “The life 
of a nation is about as long as its rever-
ential memory.”

Those quotes were sent, along 
with a donation from Metro NY, for a 
wreath that was displayed at Tennes-
see Mountain on Memorial Day, May 
29, 2017.  

We’ve contacted six (6) WWII-era 
veterans and three (3) are able to and 
are interested in joining us.  They are:  
Herman Freeman (85-E) of West Islip, 
NY; Anthony J. Sileo (85-I) of Bristol, 
CT; Walter Stewart (85-B, D) of Riv-
erhead, NY. Others will be with us in 
spirit. They are: James G. Martin (86-
M) of Matawan, NJ; Stanley Missewicz 
(710-ORD) formerly of Rego Park, NY; 
Duane N. Smith (85-HQ-3) of Bing-
hamton, NY. 

Ed. Note: Blizzard wishes Rus well in 
getting the Chapter going again!

METRO NEW YORK

Bill Morrison

86-L

& Dave Morrison

DESC

In April, 2017, we were again pleased 
to attend the Sienna College Scholarship 
Appreciation Dinner. There we met the 
three recipients of the Company I-85 10th 
Mountain Division Scholarship.

Recipients were Brittany Olfano, a se-
nior and English ed major, Jessica Leary, 
a junior and computer science major, and 
Greg Sileo, a freshman biology major, as 
well as grandson of one of the scholarships 
founders, Tony Sileo (85-I).

Association members present were 
Nancy Looby, wife of Jim Looby (85-I), Bill 
Morrison and Descendant Dave Morrison.

On June 15 we attended a luncheon 
meeting at the Raindancer Restaurant 
in Amsterdam, NY. After a moment of si-
lence for lately departed member Horton 
Durfee (86-L) and others, we took care of a 
little business which included discussion 

of the upcoming rededication of the 10th 
Mtn Div monument at Whiteface Moun-
tain this August and the placement of our 
paver at the 10th Mountain Monument in 
Thompson Park in Watertown. 

With the business out of the way, we 
were treated to a nice presentation from 
Bill Millette on the role of the artillery di-
visions and the use of the pack howitzers, 
especially the end-run on the German de-
fenses in Torbole and the crossing of Lake 
Garda. He also demonstrated a working 
scale model of the pack howitzer.

Those in attendance included veteran 
members Loraine and Harold McAfee (85-
L), Bev Felderman and Bill Millette (605 
FA), Al Soria (87-L), and Nancy Looby (Jim 
Looby 85-I). Descendants included Carol 
McKenney and Paul Sonricker (Earl Son-
ricker 87-B), Dan and Jan Mancini (Ray 
Farmer 86-I Medic), Charlie Wheeler Jr. 
(Charlie Wheeler 87-I-HQ), event organiz-
er Jill Hamlin (Norton Stanton 86-A), and 
Dave Morrison.

UPSTATE NEW YORK

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Upstate NY vets, from left, Bill Millette, Harold McAfee and Al Soria.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Upstate New York Chapter members meet scholarship recipients, from left, Jessica Leary, 

Britany Olfano and Greg Sileo with Nancy Looby; seated are Dave and Bill Morrison.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Salvatore J. Salemi (10-HQ), right, with ‘good buddy’ TSGT Henry J. Yost.

 DESCENDANT BLIZZARD 2017 NUMBER 2 PAGE  4 



Phebe Davol
DESC 86-L, HQ

In May, Armadillo Chapter member 
Christie Hoff (Desc 86-D) stopped off in 
Evant, TX, to visit Charles Lloyd (Jack) 
Elam (86-D) who celebrated his 100th 
birthday earlier this year. Christie is al-
ways fond of Jack, since her father and he 
served in the same unit during World War 
II. 

Karen Case (Desc James W. Stanley, Sr. 
86-HQ) joined Merrill (85-K) and Bette 
Clark at Marvin Woodland Gardens in 
Hot Springs, AR, for lunch and touring 
the gardens.  Merrill and Bette had in the 
past volunteered at Marvin Gardens and 
were excellent tour guides, including his-
tory of the gardens as well as explanation 
of all beautiful flowers, plants and trees.   
As always, Merrill shared stories of his 
time in Italy during WWII during the day.   

We were saddened to hear that Betty 

Jones, wife of Thomas (Tom) Jones (86-
B), passed away on Feb. 13, 2017.  Tom 
and Betty attended our reunion in Little 
Rock, AR, last year and have always been 
dedicated members of our chapter.  We 
extend our condolences to Tom and their 
family. 

Plans are underway for the Armadillo 
Annual Reunion to be held in Dallas, 
TX, Sept. 8-10, 2017. Other Chapter Vet-
erans, Descendants and Friends are in-
vited to attend. Activities include visits to 
the Frontiers of Flight Museum and the 
George W. Bush Presidential Library.

For more information and to re-
quest a reservation form please contact 
Karen Case at #501/472/4588, or karen-
case0303@gmail.com.

ARMADILLO

Suz Rittenhouse
DESC 87-HQ-2

Joanne Manchester (W, 87-K) made all 
the arrangements for the western part of 
the Big Sky Chapter to gather for its Belve-
dere Day celebration on Feb. 18, 2017, in 
Missoula, MT. 

Those in attendance were Larry Wilson 
(Desc 87-HQ-1), Jerry Reed (Desc 87-HQ-
1), Trevor McFadden, Linda Whitmoyer 
Armstrong (Desc 87-HQ-1), Joanne 
Manchester, Suz Cramer Rittenhouse, 
Bill (Desc 87-HQ-2) and Marge Cramer, 
Olivia Wielke (Desc 87-HQ-2), Carol Cra-
mer (Desc 87-HQ-2) and David Knight 
and Lexi Cramer Rausch (Desc 87-HQ-2). 
Joanne also provided a beautifully deco-
rated cake with the 10th Mountain insig-
nia for dessert. 

Jerry played a phone message from 
Ray Johnson (85-G) telling us how sorry 
he and Vicki were to be missing the lun-
cheon but the roads from Coeur d’Alene 
were just too treacherous this year.  Jerry 
and Larry brought a 10th Mtn Div plaque 

in memory of Joe Devlin (87-B) for Kay but 
she was unable to attend. Lexi will deliver 
it to the Devlin family. Larry thanked ev-
eryone for coming and especially Joanne 
for making it all happen.

The Big Sky Chapter will be holding its 
annual meeting in Missoula, Sept. 8-10, 
2017. For further information, please 
contact Nancy Lausch at 406-628-8547 or 
email at nlnancydavid8@gmail.com, or 
Louisa Durkin at 208-818-2442 or email at 
leory1@earthlink.net.

BIG SKY

Rebecca Joyce
DESC 604-FAB

The Roadrunner Chapter has 18 
members. Two are veterans: Paul Bru-
suelas (85-A) and Richard Wright (87-
E). Two are widows: Bobbie Foil (W 
Sid Foil, 87-L) and Rosemary Sisneros, 
(W, George Sisneros, 85-HQ, 604-AFB).  
Nine are descendants: Rebecca Joyce 
and Vincent Sisneros (George Sisne-
ros (604-FAB); Donna and Bob Tomky 
(Orville Tomky (126-ENG-B); Larry and 
Michael Brusuelas (Paul Brusuelas (85-
A); Alan and Patricia Wright (Richard 
Wright (87-E); Ron Mariner (Friend of 
the 10th); Connie Tilger, sister of vet-
eran Stamatios Tsigris (KIA 85-B). And 
three are grandchildren: Walter Fazio 
(Walter “Chappy” Chapman (86-HQ-
1) and Mathew and Elizabeth Wright 
(Richard Wright (87-E).

We live spread throughout the state 
and it’s a large state, so we meet only 
once a year. This year’s weekend will be 
Sept. 1-2, 2017, in Los Alamos. Friday 
night dinner is optional. Plans include 
a tour of Bradbury Science Museum 
and Los Alamos Historical Museum on 
Saturday and a Banquet on Saturday 
from 5-7 p.m. at the Sirphey restaurant.  

These plans are subject to change. I’ll 
get in touch.

Our chapter is quiet but we are a 
10th Mountain family with occasional 
get-togethers and some visiting back 
and forth. I do wish we lived closer to-
gether, because being with this family 
is something you all know about — it’s 
something to look forward to when we 
get together.

ROADRUNNER

Merrill Clark (85-K) and wife Bette Clark of 

Armadillo Chapter.

Armadillo Chapter members Charles Lloyd 

(Jack) Elam (86-D), left, and Christie Hoff 

(Desc 86-D) in Evant, Texas.

Joe Devlin’s 10th Mountain Division 

plaque is featured at Big Sky luncheon. 

From left are Larry Wilson (Desc 87-HQ-1) 

and Jerry Reed (Desc 87-HQ-1).

Roadrunner Chapter members, front row, from  left:  Maryanne Giangola, Donna Tomky, 

Michael Brusuelas, Paul Brusuelas ( 87-E) , Becky Joyce and Patricia Wright. Back row:  Ray 

Sisneros , Mark Brusuelas, Larry Brusuelas, Alan Wright, Connie Tilgner and Bob Geer.

Friday night Italian dinner during 

Armadillo Chapter reunion 2016 

Fayetteville, AR, included, from left, 

Ray Sisneros, Armadillo member; Karen 

Case, Director of Armadillo Chapter; Don 

Russo Perkins, National 10th Mountain 

Association Treasurer; and Becky Joyce, 

Director of Roadrunner Chapter.

     Find us on or online at:  www.10thmtndivassoc.org
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Carol J. Maywood
FRIEND OF THE 10TH

The Feb. 14, 2017, meeting of the Ari-
zona Chapter was presided over by pres-
ident Randy Payant (Desc 87-K).  Mem-
bers and guests included Darlene Balto, 
Bill Payant (87-K), Al Field (85-I), and 
Nancy Payant Middlemas (Desc).

We noted the passing of AZ Chapter 
member Elmer Susie (87-F) on Aug. 19, 
2016. A resident of Cushing,  IA, Elmer 
was a “snowbird” who wintered in Arizo-
na and had attended AZ Chapter meet-
ings when in the state.

For anyone interested in participating 
in an Honor Flight, here is contact infor-
mation: for flights from Phoenix: www.
honorflightaz.org, phone 928-377-1020 
or via email to info@honorflightaz.org; 
for flights from Tucson: www.honor-
flightsaz.org, phone 520-204-1391 or via 
email to info@honorflightsaz.org.

Tom Duhs, (COL, USMC (Ret.) has 
written a screenplay that tells the story 
of the 10th Mtn Div, 1941-1945. He is 
working with a Hollywood producer to 
bring the story to the Silver Screen. A re-
lease form has been provided that would 
allow the use of an individual veteran’s 
actual name in the movie. This is just 
in case that veteran’s image appears in 
photos or video on screen, or if he is oth-
erwise included in the story.

The veteran himself can sign the form, 
or a spouse or descendant can sign if he 
is deceased. The desire is to get as many 
names of WWII 10th Mountain veter-
ans as possible, along with the unit they 
served in, and rank they held. Please 
sign the form with your personal infor-
mation and return it to Tom Duhs, 2170 
Warrington Ct., Colorado Springs, CO 
80920, by mail; or scan it and email it to 
tduhs@q.com.

Al Field presented his Newsletter #75, 
and distributed copies to attendees. 
Among the many interesting articles, 
maps and photos in the newsletter are 
excerpts from books and documents 
pertaining to the 10th. Cover photos 
from 1943 show an aerial view of Camp 
Hale and a view from the summit of 
Homestake Peak.

Al also provided and introduced a 
DVD of a 1987 KRMA-TV presenta-
tion entitled “Soldiers of the Summit: 
The 10th Mountain Division Story.” He 
noted that, except for the erroneous 
suggestion that the assault on Mt. Bel-
vedere took place with artillery barrage, 
the video was an extensive and thorough 
presentation of the development and 
accomplishments of the Division and 
of the men who served in it, both during 
and after the war. 

ARIZONA

Patty LaRocca
DESC 616 FA-HQ

The Midwest Chapter celebrated 
Mount Belvedere Day on Feb. 25, 2017, at 
Venuti’s restaurant in Addison, IL. 

Sixteen members were in attendance 
for a delicious Italian meal. Unfortunately 
we didn’t have any Veterans attend, but 
we did have spouse Flo Nawrot (W Stanley 
87-MED-D) and Lance Lopez (10th Mtn 
Div [LI]) with his wife Kelly. 

Also, Jean Saveraid (Desc 87-C) and 
husband David arrived with a very unusu-
al guest ... a horse! They were on their way 
back from a horse sale in Champaign, IL, 
and had to bring the horse with them. He 
was in the parking lot during lunch in his 
trailer. His name is Kurt. We went out to 
see the big fella before we went home.

 Our chapter also had a Spring Lun-
cheon at Ki’s restaurant in Glendale 
Heights, IL, on May 7. We had three Vet-
erans join us that day: Jack Pollack (85-
HQ2) with his wife Sophie, Larry Eckstein 
(85-M) with his daughter Dorry and Bill 
Hill (10-HQ) ; Bill drove two hours all by 

himself to get there. You have to love the 
strong will of these Mountain Veterans. 

Our youngest Descendant to attend 
was 10-year-old Gwendolyne Evans (Desc 
616 FA-HQ ). She had the honor of holding 
the 10th flag when we took the picture of 
the Veterans. It was a beautiful Spring day, 
so after lunch we sat outside to enjoy the 
warmth of the sun and the fellowship of 
friends. Our time spent with our Veterans 
is very special; these moments are cher-
ished and the memories will last a lifetime. 
God Bless the 10th.

MIDWEST

Midwest Chapter members enjoying sunshine, from left, Sophie and Jack Pollack, Bill Hill 

and Larry Eckstein, and Gwendolyne Evans, 10, standing.

Jean Saveraid (87-C), husband David and 

horse Kurt joined Midwest Chapter for 

summer gathering.

Martha Rainey
DESC

Summer is almost upon the Northwest 
Chapter as I write. A couple of activities 
are planned, beginning with a luncheon 
at the Old Spaghetti Factory in Portland 
on June 25.

Then on July 30, the annual summer 
picnic is being held. Debbie (Desc 87) and 
Rich Metzler have graciously offered their 
beautiful Tigard patio and yard for this 
year’s picnic.

Often times I’m asked “How is so-and-
so doing?” Well, I had the great pleasure 
of NW Chapter members Dick (10-AT-A) 
and Anna-Marie Updegraff stopping by 
as customers. They and their Honda are 
doing pretty good despite the miles. Dick 
is a 10th Mtn Div Anti-Tank Battalion guy 
and they are both tops in my book.

If you’re in the area, do get in touch 
with the Northwest Chapter and join us!

NORTHWEST

Northwest Chapter members Dick and 

Anna-Marie Updegraff.
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Jessica Adza
DESC 85-HQ-2

Members of the North Central Chap-
ter held their annual Spring Luncheon 
on Saturday, June 3, 2017, as a picnic at 
Williams Park in Edina, MN. 

Williams Park is named after fallen 
10th Mountain Division soldier Dwight 
C. Williams. Williams was killed in ac-
tion on April 30, 1945, in Nago, Italy. 
He grew up in this neighborhood, and 
as a young boy would play very near to 
this park. Upon his death, his parents 
helped to create this park in his name, 
and we were able to properly honor 
him. 

We were so blessed to have three 10th 
Mountain veterans join us for the pic-
nic: Curt Bestul (85-HQ) and spouse 
Beaty, Stephen Woodrich (86-F), and 

Bill Sheets (87-L). Woodrich attended 
the same college prep school, the Blake 
School, as Williams, and was recruited 
by Williams to join the ranks of the 10th.

Others at the picnic were 
Nancy Huninghake, Steve 
Woodrich, Connie and Buzz 
Swanson, Pam and Clint 
Schnier, Brandon Schnier, 
Claire Anderson, and Tony 
and Jessica Adza. 

There was talk about hav-
ing our Fall Gathering up 
in Northern Minnesota, so 
please keep in touch if that 
location may work out for you 
and your family.

NORTH CENTRAL

North Central Chapter members gather for a 

summertime picnic around a monument in a park 

dedicated to a late, local 10th Mountain soldier. 

North Central Veterans Curt Bestul (85th 

HQ), Stephen Woodrich (86-F) and Bill 

Sheets (87-L).

Kim Hudyma
DESC 86-SVC

Our Washington, D.C. Chapter Patri-
otic Picnic was to be be on Sunday, July 
9, 2017, at the home of Kim and Gene 
Hudyma.  

Since the hostess and several other 
chapter members were going on the Hill 
Towns Discovery Tour, our traditional 
Flag Day was not a good idea this year.  
So we did some creative scheduling so 
more chapter members would hopefully 
attend. The traditional menu of hot dogs 
and hamburgers was the highlight of the 
meal, with Chapter members invited to 

bring sides and desserts to share.  
The Chapter met on Saturday, March 

25 at the National Museum of the Marine 
Corps in Triangle, Va. Attendees enjoyed 
a two-hour docent tour of the extensive 
museum.  The architecture of the build-
ing was worth the trip in itself.  After the 
tour, the group adjourned to the Devil 
Dog Diner for a leisurely lunch. 

Our Chapter newsletter, the Capital 
Column, will now be edited by Abbie 
Kealy (Desc 86-L).   A big thanks to Pam 
Pikla (Desc 10-AT-A) for editing and 
mailing it for many years!

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Washington, D.C. Chapter members always have interesting places to go, here at the 

National Museum of the Marine Corps. From left are Antigone Doucette, Steve Coffey 

(Desc 87-F), Christopher Doucette (Desc 10-QM-HQ and 87-HQ-3), Abbie Kealy (Desc 86-

L), Ashley Templeton, Richard Templeton (Desc 85-HQ-3, 10-HQ), Kim Hudyma (Desc 86-

SVC), Ralph Tuccillo (10th LI), docent J. Hoy and Sandy Tuccillo.

roads and was captured by the Tenth 
Mountain Division on March 5, 1945. 

Bruna de Maria was a child when the 
Americans arrived in Castel D’Aiano, hol-
low-eyed and mangled, hoping for a home-
cooked meal and their first baths in weeks. 
She screamed at the sight of them. “What 
do you expect from an 8-year-old?” she 
said. Her father hung a white sheet, a signal 
that the home was open for use as a field 
hospital and canteen. Within weeks de Ma-
ria was afraid again. The Americans were 
gone and her father was dead, killed by a 
German land mine. That’s when she saw 
the bracelet, sitting in a glass-front cabinet 
in her home. McCauley might have left it as 
a tribute, or a tip, or a form of payment for 
care. He might have simply forgotten it. Or 
lost it on the land nearby. No one can say 
for sure. 

But de Maria remembers its allure. “I 
just took it,” she said. “I was very poor, so 
a bracelet for me was a treasure.” But this 
was a melancholy kind of treasure, a re-
membrance of the war and its many de-
parted heroes. She never wore the brace-
let or contemplated selling it. Instead 
she cleaned and cared for the bracelet, 
keeping it in her bedside table for reasons 
she can’t readily explain.  “I always asked 
myself, who does it belong to? But I never 
tried to find the man,” she explained. “It 
almost felt as if it were mine.” 

Her son Stefano Sedda felt differently 
from the moment he first held the relic in 
September. “This bracelet made history,” 
he explained recently, speaking through 
a translator. “It belonged to an American 
soldier who came her to fight, to defend 
our country — that’s why I thought of giv-
ing it back.” 

He tried the internet, but he mistook 
the maker of the bracelet for the owner of 
the bracelet. A search for “Stuart Sterling” 

came up empty. He gave that same name 
to the American consulate in Milan, but 
they said they couldn’t trace a soldier for 
him. That’s where the case of the lost sil-
ver bracelet might have rested if not for 
luck. Stefano showed the bracelet to a 
dinner guest. The guest sent a picture of 
the bracelet to a cousin in Oklahoma, a 
lawyer named Carolyn Thompson. 

The lawyer tried a journalist at NBC 
News, who tried Dennis Hagen, the of-
ficial archivist for the 10th Mtn Div. His 
private search by the number of the 
bracelet produced a name, Warren D. 
McCauley, which led to a last known ad-
dress, in Buena Vista, CA, and a woman 
named Twila. “I’m about to hit the floor,” 
she said, when a reporter first called 
about the silver bracelet. “You know the 
Lord, He is really there — have you ever 
felt him close? I can feel him now.” 

Warren McCauley came home in Au-
gust of 1945 and by the following spring 
he was at Kansas State University. He 

played his trombone, and pushed ahead, 
believing that forward momentum was 
good for the soul. He met Twila that sum-
mer, an 18-year-old clarinet player in a 
small town parade. He married her the 
next winter and became a father soon 
after. He worked as a music and math 
teacher and rarely spoke of the war, ex-
cept self-deprecatingly. “I wish he had 
talked more,” said Twila. “You wonder 
what else he could have told us.” He died 
at home in 1986, suffering a heart attack 
in the family room. 

But now the silver bracelet is bringing 
more of him back. “We just are so thrilled 
that they cared enough, and loved 
that bracelet, and took care of it with 
love,” added Twila McCauley, thinking 
about their new Italian side of the fam-
ily. “That’s a special memory for us now, 
too.” Bruna de Maria and her son Sedda 
agree. “This closes the circle,” he said, as 
he sent the silver bracelet on its way to 
America. “Now it goes home.” 

Bracelet
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5
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Camilla Williams
DESC 87-E

It was gorgeous, warm and sunny at the 
Michigan Military and Space Heroes Mu-
seum in Frankenmuth, MI, for the Lower 
Michigan Chapter Memorial Day Cer-
emony. It began at 12 noon with the rais-
ing of the flag from half to full staff by John 
Auger. Chapter President Robert Lafean 
(son of John Lafean (86-K) led the group 
of about 50 in the Pledge of Allegiance, 
introduced the veterans and the chapter 
officers, and opened with a prayer.

We mourned the passing of Harrison 
Coleman (86-B) and Oliver Heth (85-E). 

Before and after the ceremony, some 
of us toured the Museum. We then went 
to the Bavarian Inn for lunch and fellow-

ship. Harold Humble (604-HQ) shared 
that his grandson, Kyle Humble, was in 
the 10th Mtn Div (3rd BCT 1/32 Bn) at one 
point in his military career. Also Arthur 
Schwartz’s (86-H) grandson, Ryan Puck-
ett is in the 10th at Fort Drum in the 511 
MP Co, 91st MP Bn. We welcomed new 
Descendant member Elana Muehliep, 
daughter of Delbert Muehliep (604-C). 

Veterans of the 10th attending includ-
ed Arthur Schwartz (86-E), Howard Gar-
land (87-E), Harold Humble (604-HQ), 
Charles Hoffman (87-L), Henry Bonnes 
(MP), and 10th (LI) veterans Robert Kilm-
er (10-HQ), Andrew Ealy (HHC 2/14) and 
Phillip Cox (HHC 2/14).

We look forward to visiting again.

LOWER MICHIGAN

Lower Michigan Chapter members gathered on Memorial Day.

Val Rios

DESC 87-K

The annual Sierra Nevada Chapter pic-
nic was held Saturday, May13, 2017, on 
the grounds of Sebastiani Winery in So-
noma, CA. 

Chapter members enjoyed a pot luck 
picnic, along with vino from the winery. 
The folks at Sebastiani have allowed us to 
use their venue for our annual picnic and 
are always extremely accommodating. 

Chapter President Val Rios gave up-
dates regarding the three 10th organiza-
tions — Association, Foundation and 
Descendants — and about the upcom-
ing 2017 Return to Italy trip. Everyone 
had a great time and we ended by singing 
“Ninety Pounds of Rucksack.” 

SIERRA NEVADA

Sierra Nevada member Russel Chraska (86-A).

Gerry Cullinane (87-F), loyal Sierra Nevada 

member.Sierra Nevada member Al Gagliardi (87-K).

PHOTOS BY VAL RIOS

Gathering of Sierra Nevada Chapter, front row, from left: John Hawkins (85-I, 10-RECON), 

Ken Stayton (87-L), Art Schimke (87-K). Back row, from left: Betty Nase, Joe Rasmussen, 

Candace Toy, Tom Graves, Maria Redmond, Mary Redmond, Zelma Baxter, Steve Baxter, 

Ellen Davidson, Carol Vellutini, Skip Engle, Eugene Miya, Sonja Stayton, Paul Larson, Lisa 

Schallenberger, Joy Ellison, Lew Long, Georgia Rios and Val Rios.

Anonymous

BAE Systems

Becky Halstead

Bruce Heim

Chris Doyle

Walt Doyle

Geo Lambka
Gil Pearsall

Jim Campbell
Jim Ellis

Joseph Theinert 
Memorial Fund

Lee Hirschey

Michael and Mirian 
Plummer

NewDay USA

Sons of AMVETS 

(Squadron 1997)

William Millette

BAE Systems
BPAS

Bruce Campbell

Michael and Mirian Plummer
Upstate NY Chapter

William Millette

GIFTS TO ASSOCIATION PROJECTS
RECEIVED WITH MANY THANKS

SCHOLARSHIP

WOUNDED WARRIOR
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Barbara Catterall
DESC JOSEPH CROKE 85-G, KIA

The Delaware River Valley Chapter held its annual picnic in 
honor of Memorial Day on May 21, 2017, at Barbara Winters’ farm 
in Pottstown, PA.  The azaleas were in perfect bloom this year. As 
the group has become smaller and older, we have moved the pic-
nic indoors from the barn to Barbara’s lovely dining room. Bar-
bara and her niece Lily prepared a delicious meal for us.

Two of our group, Mary and Lance Donaldson, planned to at-
tend the 2017 Italy trip. Those of us who have been on previous 
10th Mtn Return to Italy trips shared our fond memories and sug-
gestions of things not to miss.

Attending the luncheon were Paul Kitchen (86-I) and his 
daughter Janis Darlington; Albert Soria (87-L) and his son Peter 
and his daughter-in-law; Judi and Bob Anderson (Gerald Bren 
(85-A); Michael and Sherri Ziminsky (Joseph Ziminsky (87-C); 
Mary Donaldson-Evans and husband Lance (Lawrence Prud-
homme (Ord 710 Reg); Barbara Winter and her niece Lily (Burdell 
Winter (85-M) KIA); Barbara Catterall and Adolfo DeMarko.

On a sad note, we lost two of our most active veteran members 
this spring, Al Condo and Ted Beckhardt.  Al, a former DRV Chap-
ter president, passed away in April.  A veteran himself, he became 
active in the 10th Mtn Div Assn because his brother, Richard Con-
do (85-G) was killed in action.  I had a special tie to Al because his 
brother and my father were in the same unit and both were killed 
in action.  Al was very welcoming to my mother and me when we 
first joined the Association in November of 2003.

Ted Beckhardt (85-A) died in May.  Those who knew Ted were 
familiar with his very wry sense of humor and tales of his experi-
ences overseas, and especially his dealings with Pat Thornton’s 
father, who was his senior officer during the war.  Ted’s nephew 
told me that while Ted had a very full life with many accomplish-
ments: fine porcelain expert and raiser of prize German Shep-
herds. But the aspect of his life that Ted most prized was his in-
volvement with the 10th Mountain Division.

They will both be missed, along with Peter Binzen (86-H), who 
passed away last fall, 2016.

The next gathering of the Delaware River Valley Chapter is Nov. 
12, Veterans’ Day weekend, at a lunch at the Overbrook Country 
Club in Villanova, PA; for further information, contact me at bar-
bacat9@aol.com. 

DELAWARE RIVER VALLEY

Bob Linscott
DESC 86-G

Harris McWade
DESC 87-HQ-3

Michelle Bartlett & Bonnie Beyer
DESCS 87-I

The Hannes Schneider Meister Cup Race (HSMCR) 
is an annual winter fundraising event hosted by the 
New England Ski Museum at Cranmore Mountain 
Resort in North Conway, NH, that honors the found-
ing father of ski instruction, Austrian Hannes Schnei-
der; he brought his world-renowned skiing skills to 
Mount Cranmore in 1939.  This year’s 21st running of 
the HSMCR was held on March 11, 2017, in the most 
extreme winds and coldest temperatures in recent 
memory.  So “brisk” were the conditions that all of the 
ceremonial and non-skiing festivities were hosted in-
side!

This year, the New England Chapter’s two, five-
person teams; “The Veterans,” and the descendants’ 
team, “Sempre Avanti,” both brought their “A” game 
and exemplary skiing abilities to battle for the coveted 
10th Mountain Division Cup:

• The Veterans:  Led by WWII 10th Mtn Div veteran 
team captain Dick Calvert (86-HQ-2), along with team 
members COL (ret.) Matt Fitzgerald (VT ANG) and 
youngest son Kiernan, CAPT (ret.) Ray Gilmore (10th 
Mtn Div [LI]), and SPC1 Joseph Guion (Desc AMWS).

• Sempre Avanti:  Led by team captain Harris Mc-
Wade (Desc 87-HQ-3), along with team members Paul 
Lemieux (Assoc 87-HQ-3), Bob Linscott (Desc 86-G), 
Emilie Gerber (Desc 87-HQ-3) and fiancé Marcin Ku-
nicki.

Both teams raced superbly against talented and 
well-seasoned teams from the 10th Mountain Di-
vision (LI), Fort Drum, NY, and the Army Mountain 

Warfare School 
(AMWS) out of 
Camp Ethan Allen, 
Jericho, VT.

At the end of the 
day, two military 
mountain teams 
and one New 
England Chapter 
team succeeded in 
reaching the po-
dium.  Third place 
was awarded to the 
10th Mtn Div (LI).  
The New England 
Chapter’s “Veter-
ans Team” took 
second place, and 
in an extraordinary 
upset victory, first place and this year’s 10th Mtn Div 
Cup went to the Army Mountain Warfare School! 

Among the non-ski-racing competitions, con-
gratulations go out to Chapter members Michele 
Bartlett, (Assoc 87-I), Sue Hagerman (Desc 86-SVC), 
Linda Taylor (Assoc 87-I), Andrea Miller (Desc 87-
I) and Bonnie Beyer (Desc 87-I), who dressed up as 
snow bunnies and, with a “bugle assist” from Dick 
Calvert (86-HQ-2), performed the Andrews Sisters’ 
1941 hit, “Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy of Company B,” 

NEW ENGLAND

New England Chapter vets, 

standing, from left: Dick Calvert 

(86-HQ-2), New England Chapter 

President, (COL, Ret.) Matthew 

Fitzgerald (VTARNG). Seated, 

from left, Phil Twombly (86-HQ), 

John Muenzinger (87-G).               

Third-place team representing the 6-6 Cavalry (Scout), 

10th Mtn Div (LI), standing, from left, 1st LT Allan 

Newman, Hannes Schneider (non-racer), Eric Baird, 

Markus Schneider (non-racer); kneeling, from left: 

CW2 Max Dove, PFC Jordan Lancaster, CW2 Paul Ball.

First-place team and 2017 10th Mtn Div Cup winners 

representing Army Mountain Warfare School (AMWS), 

Camp Ethan Allen, Jericho, VT, from left, Hannes 

Schneider (non-racer), SSG Andrew Gelinas, SFC Brett 

Clairmont, MSG Jeffrey Guion, SSG Jay Tooley, Markus 

Schneider (non-racer), SFC. Duncan Domey.

New England Chapter members, back row, from left: 

Matt Beyer (Desc 87-I), Warren Bartlett (Desc 87-I), 

Christopher Beyer (Desc 87-I), Brewster Bartlett (Desc 

87-I), Lloyd Donnellan (Assoc 87-I). Front, from  left: 

Jennifer Morrell (Desc 10-MED), Bob Linscott (Desc 

86-G), Sue Hagerman (Desc 86-SVC), Bonnie Beyer 

(Desc 87-I). Kneeling is Mac Jackson (Desc 229-ENGR).

Representing New England Chapter,second-place 

team, National Assn,10th Mtn Div, from left, Hannes 

Schneider (non-racer), Chapter President, (COL Ret.) 

Matthew Fitzgerald, (VTARNG) and son Kiernan, 

Team Captain Dick Calvert (86-HQ-2), (CAPT Ret.), Ray 

Gilmore (10th LI), Joseph Guion (Desc AMWS), Markus 

Schneider (non-racer).

LANCE DONALDSON-EVANS

Delaware River Valley Chapter, from left,  Janis Darlington, 

Mary Donaldson-Evans, Barbara Catterall, Paul Kitchen, Adolfo 

DeMarko, Albert Soria, Ms. Soria, Michael Ziminsky, Peter Soria, 

Sherri Ziminisky, Judi and Bob Anderson and Barbara Winter. 

Missing from the photo is Lily Winter. 

SEE NEW ENGLAND ON PAGE 15
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Benson, John (86-C), 96, February 18, 
2017, Woodbury, MA.  Survived by three 
daughters, nine grand- and four great-
grandchildren; predeceased by wife Betty 
(Smith).  Worked three decades with Wa-
terbury Buckle Company, from sales de-
partment to CEO, then board chairman. 
Served on variety of boards including 
YMCA, United Way, Waterbury Savings 
Bank, Centerbank and Connecticut Busi-
ness and Industry Association. Beautiful 
skier, had a mean drop shot on tennis 
court, and resolute golfer. Favorite places 
were cottage in Weekapaug, RI, cabin in 
Timber Ridge, VT, and any place to tinker 
with tools collected through years of “do-
it-yourselfing.”

Bowers, Delbert Duane, 87, December 
26, 2016, Harker Heights, TX. Survived by 
wife Jean, a son, a daughter, four grand- 
and eight great-grandchildren. Served in 
U.S. Army for 27 years, retiring as CW4. 
Second career as a funeral director, be-
ginning Crawford-Bowers Funeral Home 
Killeen and Crawford-Bowers Funeral 
Home in Copperas Cove. Remained ac-
tive as consultant. Life Member, VFW 
Post 3892 in Harker Heights, Life Mem-
ber, DAV Post 147 in Killeen, Life Mem-
ber, American Legion Post 223 in Killeen; 
also member, Elks Lodge of Falls City, NE, 
Killeen Evening Lions Club and Cham-
ber of Commerce, Harker Heights and 
Copperas Cove Chambers of Commerce. 
Member, Skyline Baptist Church. He 
enjoyed spending time with his family, 
working out at his place in Triple 7 and 
playing golf. 

Carbonneau, Clyde George (87-K), 
94, November 22, 2016, Lakeport, CA. 
Survived by wife Nancy and family. Well 
known as first “Datsun/Nissan” dealer in 
Lake County. 

Coleman, Harrison “Harry” Ladoux 
(86-B), 93, March 31, 2017, Tampa, FL.  
Survived by wife Lorraine, three daugh-
ters, a son, 12 grand- and 26 great-grand-
children. Tool and die maker, Munger 
Trade School in Detroit, then started own 
company, Lorraine Tool and Die, Inc., 
first incorporated in Detroit, MI. Worked 
with engineering department at Mosler 

Aromatic Div in Wayne, NJ, then devel-
oped “RegenAir,” country’s largest manu-
facturer of regenerative blowers, for Ro-
tron in Novi, MI.  Moved to Greenville, SC, 
under name of Lorraine Manufacturing 
Inc. Later Lorraine Machine Inc., engaged 
with five Air Force bases, completed 12 
contracts making spare parts for B52, 
F15, C131 and H53’s. Current owner Ger-
ald, Harry’s son, part of company during 
60-year history.  Longtime active mem-
ber, National Association of 10th Moun-
tain Division.

Cram, Wendall R. “Wendy” (87-K), 
96, April 30, 2017, Manchester, VT.  Sur-
vived by nieces and nephews, friend Joe 
Charbonneau. Employed 34 years as head 
groundskeeper, Palmer House and over 
35 years during winter as ski instructor at 
Stratton Mountain. Known throughout 
community as an avid cyclist, proprietor 
of Wendy’s Ski Shop.  President, Man-
chester Chamber of Commerce, Presi-
dent, Yankee Peddlers, first bicycle club 
in Vermont; life member, Fraternal Order 
of Eagles and Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
Member, U.S. Olympic Ski Team, 1940; 
inducted into Vermont Ski and Snow-
board Hall of Fame in Stowe, VT. Life 
member, Professional Ski Instructors of 
America. Also enjoyed hiking, travelling 
and fine wines.

Dennison, David Lawrence (87-HQ-
3), 95, June 14, 2016, Carefree, AZ.  Sur-
vived by three daughters, companion 
Michele; predeceased by wife Margaret 
Lee (Skinner), wife Margaret (Lillian), and 
a son. Worked for DuPont Co., retiring as 
Europe Director of Plastics, Geneva, Swit-
zerland. Member, town council, com-
missioner of water company, active in 
Desert Foothills Library, Kiwanis, Junior 
Achievement, American Legion.

Devlin, Joseph Eugene (87-B), 92, De-
cember 18, 2016, Bonner, MT. Survived by 
wife Helen Kay (Keeley), three daughters, 
a son, nine grand- and 20 great-grandchil-
dren; predeceased by a daughter. Worked 
for Anaconda Forest Products, later for 
Champion International and Exchange 
Lumber. Volunteer, Piltzville station, Mis-
soula Rural Fire Department; longtime 

parishioner, St. Ann Roman Catholic 
Church. Spent many years raising horses, 
hunting, walking and doing yard work.

 
Durfee, Horton Keith (86-L), 91, May 

20, 2017, Ithaca, NY. Survived by wife 
Shirley (Morgan), a daughter, three sons, 
a stepson, a stepdaughter, 13 grand-, 
four great-grandchildren; predeceased 
by  wife Jean (Blaney). Employed by New 
York State Experiment Station, Geneva, 
NY, and Taft School, Watertown, CT; in 
Darrow, taught science and coached 
sports. Taught at Berkshire Community 
College and Emma Willard School. Read 
widely, played the flute, attended Berk-
shire Music Center at Tanglewood and 
sang with oratorio choirs. Participant, 
Berkshire Public Theatre and Town Play-
ers of Pittsfield. Volunteer ambulance 
driver, Lebanon Valley Protective As-
sociation. Avid train and model railroad 
enthusiast and member, Model Railroad 
Club and Rensselaer Model Railroad So-
ciety. Active in National Association, 10th 
Mountain Division, attending Chapter 
meetings, national reunions, events at 
Fort Drum, and veteran tours of Italy. 
Member, St. John’s Episcopal Church.

Faulkner, Clarence Edward “Ki” (86- 
K), 93, April 3, 2017, Harpers Ferry, WV.  
Survived by a daughter; predeceased by 
wife Irene (MacDonald). Served in WWII, 
and Korean War with 101st Airborne Divi-
sion. A 36-year career as Wildlife Biologist 
hired by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Developed bird safety procedures in wake 
of deadly air crash at Boston’s Logan Air-
port. At Midwest Region in Minneapolis, 
MN, developed and led teams who saved 
entire species from extinction, including 
Eastern Timber Wolf, Bald Eagles, Kirk-
land Warbler and Black-Footed Ferret. 
Founded first co-educational Boy Scout 
Explorer Post for Wildlife.

 
Forman, Mark Randolph (10th Mtn 

Div [LI]), 56, June 1, 2017, Leavenworth, 
KS.  Survived by wife Tish, two sons, nu-
merous nieces and nephews. Infantry 
Army Officer for 30 years, retiring as COL. 
Enjoyed hunting, fishing, his three Labs 
and his Nebraska Cornhuskers. Member, 
National Association of 10th Mountain 
Division, serving as secretary for Execu-
tive Committee (EXCOM).

Hamilton, William A. (86-F), 93, 
March 10, 2017, Newberg, OR. Survived 
by wife Hazel Mary (Harrison), three 
sons, six grandchildren; predeceased by 
first wife Ina Mae (Walter) and a son. Sur-
veyor/inspector, Oregon State Highway 
and Bridge Divisions, Salem, Ontario, and 
Gold Beach; assistant city engineer, San 
Mateo, CA.; nuclear test engineer, Law-
rence Radiation Lab, Livermore, CA.; city 
engineer, LaGrande. Couple traveled in 
RV around USA and Canada, working as 
staff engineer, Anderson Perry and Asso-

ciates, Eastern Oregon and Washington. 
Member, St. Michael’s Episcopal Church; 
Masonic Lodge #104; Order of East-
ern Star Newberg Chapter No. 55; 10th 
Mountain Division, Northwest Chapter; 
Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity, Oregon State U.; 
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry. Also active 
in Friendsview Community in later years.

Heth, Oliver Robert (85-C), 92, March 
10, 2016, Ortonville, MI. Survived by a 
daughter. Active in ski school and ski pa-
trol at Pine Knob. Enjoyed skiing in winter, 
golfing in summer, shooting skeet spring 
to fall, hunting field birds with his dogs, 
hunting deer and turkeys, taking trips to 
Alaska for trout and out west to Spring ski.

Howe, Stanley E. (87-HQ), 89, June 
24, 2015, Reading, PA.  Survived by three 
daughters, five grandchildren; pre-
deceased by wife Margaret G. (Mack). 
Worked for many years for Alpha Indus-
tries in Woburn. Longtime active mem-
ber, First Baptist Church of Wakefield. 
Enjoyed downhill skiing, biking, roller 
skating, square dancing, playing ten-
nis and photography. Also spent time at 
cottage in Harrison, ME; life member, 
I.E.E.E, member, National Association 
10th Mountain Division; member, His-
torical Society of Wakefield and Harrison.

Jackson, Arnold S. “Pepper” Jr. (86-C), 
93, April 19, 2017, Madison, WI. Survived 
by three sons, a daughter, eight grand- 
and three great-grandchildren; prede-
ceased by wife Kathryn Ogden (Brumm). 
Science teacher and principal, Todd Sem-
inary for Boys, Woodstock, Ill.; took boys 
sailing off Florida coast, hiking in Cana-
dian Rockies. Couple traveled by canoe 
to Hudson Bay, northern Canada, sailed 
North Channel of Lake Huron, skied 
Rockies and Alps, explored wilderness of 
Mexico. Established family farm, Dane, 
WI, applying lessons of ecology, devel-
opment of minimal-tillage farming prac-
tices, providing sanctuary for birds and 
other wildlife; area preserved as Jackson 
Waterfowl Production Area, dedicated by 
Madison Audubon Society and U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

Miller, Carlton S. (85-B), January 
22, 2017. Active member, New England 
Chapter, National Association of the 10th 
Mountain Division. 

Morrison, Samuel J. (87-HQ-3), 96, 
March 6, 2017, Yonkers, NY. Survived by a 
daughter, 12 nieces and nephews. Known 
as “The King of Coin” from years working 
in New York City vending machine busi-
ness that included pinball machines, pool 
tables, juke boxes and video games. Also 
known as playful in spirit, with a great sense 
of humor, and being the life of any party. 
Led active retirement as member of Crof-
ton Lodge; active in NYC Chapter, National 
Association of the 10th Mountain Division.

 BLIZZARD 2017 NUMBER 2 PAGE  14 



Scholarship

Robbi Farrow, Lead

Val Rios

Sue Hagerman

David Little

Outdoor Experience

Thayer Shedd

Paul Vertress

Ski and Outdoor Industry

Tom Hames, Lead
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Officers

President: Trux Dole

Executive VP: Nancy Kramer

Chairman: Tom Hames

Secretary: Dave Little

Treasurer: Bjorn Dahl

Board Members

Galen Jackman (National Association)

Steve Coffey (Descendants)

Robbi Farrow

Sue Hagerman

Val Rios

Flint Whitlock

John Wright

Thayer Shedd

Paul Vertress

Joy Ellison

Administrative Director

Lynn Hutchinson

Finance (Budget & Investment)

Bjorn Dahl, Lead

John Wright

Joy Ellison

Governance

Nancy Kramer, Lead

Steve Coffey

Thayer Shedd

Robbi Farrow

Marketing

Trux Dole, Lead

Memorials and Monuments

Flint Whitlock

Dave Little

Collections and Public Resources

Dave Little, Lead

Marketing/Communications
We are seeking volunteers to help our marketing efforts.

Please email admin@10thmdf.org if interested. Our

website has been updated and we have a new logo

design in development! Please visit our website and

follow our Facebook page for more information.

http://www.tenthmountainfoundation.org/

https://www.facebook.com/tenthfoundation/

Foundation Board of Directors and Teams

Seeking Volunteers to help 

on the following Teams:

Marketing

Memorials and Monuments

Collections and Resources

Outdoor Experience

Ski and Outdoor Industry

Events
27 May        Colorado Remembers Ceremony

10th Mountain flagpole dedication,                   

Colorado Freedom Memorial

29 May         Memorial Ceremony, Tennessee Pass, CO

9-18 June     TMDD sponsored Italy Trip (Hill Towns)   

24 July          Foundation Annual Meeting, Denver, CO

13-17 Sept   IFMS Congress, Clayton, NY

Finance: Donations and Disbursements ($133,242 approved for 2017 grants)

Memorial Donations: William Nicholson, Don Olson, Charles Elam, Earl Eaton, Frank Truesdale, George Loudis, Charles

Edward Groves, William Ludemann, Leon Arndt, Geoff Weichelt, Jack Tweedy, Harvey Mizel, John Benson, Steve

Mindock, William Jerome Daiker, Joseph Barabas, Eugene Hames, Cruz Rios, Joseph Devlin, John Tyler Dodge, William

Irving Neder, Ward Willet, Barney Cook, Darwin Stoneroad, Earl Clark, Alice Wagstaff, Ed Hilliard, Tom Dallow, Elvin

Houston, Edmund Bennett, Karl Schnackenberg, Donald Albert Petersen, Howard Conners, Charles L. Coleman.

Donation Fund Donors Total Focus Area Total

General 60 10,145.00 Legacy 38,128.20

License Plate 125 5,715.00 Spirit 12,977.00

Resource Center 5 300.00 Education 38,500.00

Scholarship 18 870.00

Camp Hale 28 2,098.00

TOTAL 236 19,128.00 TOTAL 89,605.20

1 January - 12 June 2017

Money In Money Out

Donations

General License Plate Other

New England
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

taking second place in the Vintage Fashion Show competi-
tion.

On Saturday, June 10, New England Chapter members, 
descendants and guests gathered for the Chapter’s Spring 
Luncheon at the Makris Restaurant in Concord, NH, to 
commemorate the life, memories and contributions of 
Chapter member and past President Chester H. Morley, Jr. 
(85-C) who passed away in March, 2013.

Looking ahead into 2017, New England Chapter mem-
bers can anticipate enjoying each other’s friendship and 
camaraderie at the following upcoming events:

• The 19th Annual Bartlett-Crist 10th Mtn Div Memorial 
Service, Saturday, July 22, at the Donnellan Farm, Landaff, 
NH.

• The 35th annual Mount Washington Climb and Me-
morial, August 9-10.

• The Jean Dearborn Memorial Fall Luncheon, October 
(date to be announced), at the Makris Restaurant, Con-
cord, NH.

• Veterans’ Day flag ceremonies, Nov. 11 and 19 at the 
Massachusetts National Cemetery, Bourne, MA.

2017 NUMBER 2 BLIZZARD  PAGE  15 

Parker, Robert Ward (87-HQ), 94, June 29, 2017, 
Grand Junction, CO.  Post-WWII, attended U. of Wash-
ington; guide on Mount Rainier and Aspen Ski Patrol, 
studied at University of Grenoble; rejoined Army in 
France and won Armed Forces slalom championship, 
Austria. Joined staff of Skiing Magazine, becoming edi-
tor; later vice president, Vail Associates. Studied archae-
ology, University of New Mexico. Wrote memoir of 10th 
Mountain Division, “What Did You Do in the War, Dad?” 
Inducted into Colorado Ski Hall of Fame, U.S. National 
Ski Hall of Fame. 

Rodanas, Alfred M. “Ted” (86-K), 96, April 15, 2017, 
Bedford, NH. Survived by a daughter, a son, two grand-
children; predeceased by wife Virginia (Orbin) and a 
son.   Employed at Dobles Chevrolet; enjoyed hunting 
and fishing with lifelong employer Ted Dobles; two also 
bought adjacent oceanside properties and remained 
friends for 50-plus years.

Ryan, George E. (85-HQ-1), 99, February 20, 2017, 
Brandon, VT.  Survived by a son, three granddaughters. 
Owned and leased large trucks for delivery of paper 
goods.  Member, National Association 10th Mountain 
Division.

Schmitt, Peter C. Sr. (86-HQ), 94,  June 10, 2017, Nor-
walk, CT. Survived by wife Jane (Hunt), three sons, two 
daughters, 23 grand- and 51 great-grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews; predeceased by a daughter. Settled in Sil-
vermine, pursuing a career as a commercial artist in ad-
vertising industry in New York City. Later relocated to 
‘The Mews’ in Bedford, then returning to Connecticut. 
Devout and active member, St. Elizabeth Seton Roman 
Catholic Parish and member, Knights of Columbus.

Uhlarik, John Joseph (85-K), 97, February 24, 2017, 
Whitefish Bay, WI. Survived by two sons; predeceased by 
wife, a daughter, two grandsons, companion Joan Trim-
ble.  Avid hunter and fisherman, traveled the world for 
business and recreation.  

Wusterbarth, Harold J. (87-I), 95, December 2, 2016, 
Schenectady, NY. Survived by wife Junice (DeVoe), three 
sons, eight grand- and 11 great-grandchildren; prede-
ceased by a son. After WWII and recovering from inju-
ries, returned to work at GE for 41-year career as manag-
er, general accounting department and financial analyst 
for Apparatus Sales and Service Shops. Member, Sche-
nectady School Board of Education; Trustee, Troy An-
nual Conference of United Methodist Church; Trustee 
and Chairman of  Board, Schenectady County Public 
Library; Chairman, North Woodlawn Neighborhood As-
sociation. 

Yett, Ben H. (10-RECON, 85-G), March 2017, Port-
land, OR. Survived by four daughters, two sons, 12 
grand- and six great-grandchildren; predeceased by 
wife Beverly J. Greatly involved with Northwest Chap-
ter for many years; active in St. Anthony’s Roman Cath-
olic Church.



President’s Message (Trux Dole)

The first half of the year was a busy 6 months for the Foundation. We distributed $89,605 to our core partners and

grant recipients as decided at the 2016 annual meeting in July.

We received $19,128 in donations. We’d like to extend special thanks to the team at Icelantic Ski’s for developing a

limited edition ski and contributing 15% of sales (www.icelanticskis.com). Their generosity yielded $6,875 and

accounted for 36% of total donations. You can look forward to purchasing the ski next ski season as well.

Foundation officers continued to solidify relations with our core partners, and much work was done by Secretary,

Dave Little, to coordinate and begin systematizing the various artifact collections.

Continuing our transition to a program-focused structure, I have laid out in the table below how our key program

categories span the three areas of focus, and how the relevant partners align to each category. This approach will, I

believe, clarify where people can volunteer and guide both donors and grant seekers.

In terms of administration, my end goal for the year ahead is to get board members and volunteers from the 10th

community to populate a team for each program category. These specific teams will manage budgets and grants to

defined partner programs with much less ad hoc grant making. We are not there yet, and I’d like to hear your input.

Does this make sense? Is it clear how you can help?

On a more immediate front, we are in need of volunteers for our Marketing team. This is where you can

participate! Please email admin@10thmdf.org if you are interested. It’s your Foundation, add your voice!

Lastly, because this is a transition year, we are not actively seeking grant proposals beyond the core programs listed

below, but will consider those already received. Thanks to our marketing efforts we saw an uptick in scholarship

applications received by our May 1 deadline. We will be evaluating proposals and scholarship applications against

our rubric and guidelines for decision at our July annual meeting.

Since this will be the last printed Blizzard, please stop by the Foundation website and add your email address or

follow our Facebook page so we can keep you updated going forward. Onward,

Foundation Structure: bold outline is our existing core structure, dotted outline represents new structure.

EducationLegacy Spirit

Tenth Mountain Division Foundation
1 January – 12 June 2017

Memorial and Monuments Team

Memorial Day Events

Monument Support

Scholarship Team

Undergraduate

Graduate – Military History 

Outdoor Experience Team (NEW)

NOLS Scholarship

Wounded Warrior Scholarships

10th Mountain Hut Association

Collections and Public Resources Team 

Denver Public Library – 10th Mountain Resource Center

Living History Display Group

Museum Support

Ski and Outdoor Industry Team (NEW)

Snow Shows, X-Promo Partnerships

Veteran Job Transition Support 

Sepp Scanlin
MUSEUM DIRECTOR

As the new director of the U.S. Army’s 
10th Mountain Division and Fort Drum 
Museum at Fort Drum, New York, it is a 
bittersweet opportunity to contribute my 
first article to the “Blizzard’s” final print 
issue.  Throughout the unit’s history, the 
“Blizzard” has informed, connected and 
documented thousands of 
proud Mountain Soldiers 
through the decades and 
across continents.  As with 
all endings this one comes 
with a level of sadness, 
though it also represents 
the continuing reality of the 
Division’s history — con-
stant change.  

When the inaugural 
“Blizzard” was published 
I doubt that many would 
have foreseen the history it 
would eventually capture, 
the transition from training 
to the harsh combat of Italy, 
to a resurrection in Kansas 
and documenting our sup-
port to our former adver-
saries in Germany.  As with the Division’s 
history itself, the “Blizzard” was sus-
tained by the Division’s proud veterans 
when the colors were cased, standing by 
to connect to its rebirth in the 1990s.  The 
“Blizzard’s” archives continue to provide 
us insights into the thoughts, events and 
incredible changes at the heart of the 
Division through the years. Though the 
transition of the “Blizzard” to digital is 
another example of these changes, it will 
always remain foundational to the Divi-
sion’s history.

The museum here at Fort Drum shares 
the proud history of the Division, often 
using the “Blizzard” to inform the story.  
I am incredibly honored to be here and as 

I have been settling in, it is impressive to 
be reminded of how diverse and strong 
the Division’s historical enterprise is.   
Intellectually and materially, organiza-
tions like the History Colorado and the 
Denver Public Library use the “Blizzard” 
and other objects to ensure the Division’s 
strong connection to its Colorado home-
land.  The Colorado and New England Ski 

Museum capture the Divi-
sion’s post-war impact, 
while the Living History 
Group members across the 
country bring this history 
to life.  I feel fortunate and 
privileged to join this im-
pressive group.

The museum here at 
Fort Drum remains com-
mitted to collecting, edu-
cating and inspiring visi-
tors of the full history of the 
10th Mountain Division.  
As symbolized in our Mili-
tary Mountaineer statue, 
the events and actions of 
the Division Veterans are 
the foundation from which 
the current soldiers and 

families start.  As both a Division Veteran 
and museum professional, I have both 
lived this and understand its importance.  
I look forward to connecting with many 
of you over the coming years either face 
to face or on the various screens that will 
display the “Blizzard” moving forward.

Like you, I will miss the joy of receiving 
the “Blizzard” in our mailbox, but it will 
always remain a foundational stone to the 
history of the Division.

Climb to Glory and Stay Curious!
——

For more information, email: 
joseph.e.scanlin2.civ@mail.mil, call 315-
774-0391 or go to www.facebook.com/
FortDrumMuseum.

FAREWELL TO AN ICON

The museum here 
at Fort Drum remains 

committed to 
collecting, educating 
and inspiring visitors 
of the full history of 
the 10th Mountain 

Division.

National Association of the 
10th Mountain Division, Inc.
P.O. Box 157
Houghton, NY 14744
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