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It is with great pleasure that the Fort
Drum Chapter of The National Associa-
tion of the 10th Mountain Division, Inc.
announces that the 2010 National Re-
union/National Board Meetings will be
held at Watertown/Fort Drum, NY, June
30-July 4, 2010.  We hope that you can
come join us in beautiful Northern New
York to celebrate your role in the history
of the 10th Mountain Division.   

The Reunion represents a great oppor-
tunity for members of the past and present
10th Mtn Div to gather at Ft Drum with
their comrades whom they may not have
seen for the past three years or more,
since the last National Reunion.  It will
also be a time to honor members’ service
to our great nation; a prime recruiting op-
portunity for many of the current soldiers
and military families to see what the As-
sociation is all about; and to honor the
service of the current 10th Mountain Di-
vision and pay respects to those who have
made the ultimate sacrifice for our nation.  

We have a full and varied schedule
planned to include: a Memorial Service
on Ft Drum, tour of all of the new build-
ing on post, lunch with current soldiers of
the Division, a visit to the new Ft Drum
Historical Collection and Ft Drum Gift
Shop “Off the Beatin’ Path,” Mountain
Fest activities, local interest tours and a
farewell dinner. This year, as a special
treat, the Division will be celebrating the
25th Anniversary of the Reactivation of the
modern 10th Mountain Division, at a spe-
cial ceremony conducted in conjunction
with the “Salute to the Nation,” on July 1
as part of the Mountainfest activities 

The Reunion registration form on the
back page has been mailed to all members
with email access, and sent to all Chapter
presidents for distribution to their mem-
bers.  It is also available for downloading
at the Association’s website
http://www.10thmtndivassoc.org/. The
form contains all of the information about
the schedule, accommodations, costs,
registration information and more. 

If you have any specific questions, do
not hesitate to contact our Reunion coor-
dinator, Kim Bateman, at
kimbateman@yahoo.com or leave a mes-
sage at 1.206.309.1584.  

This is a great opportunity for mem-
bers of the past and present 10th Moun-
tain Division to gather once again and get
to know one another. We promise you a
time that you will not forget! 

AGENDA
Wednesday, June 30, 2010
3 pm and beyond -Arrival and registra-

tion, Best Western Carriage House Inn,
Watertown 

6:00 – 8:00 pm -USAA Welcome Re-
ception, Black River Valley Club
(BRVC), Watertown 

8:30 am – 4:00 pm Foundation Board
meeting, BRVC (selected personnel) 

Thursday, July 1, 2010 

FORT DRUM DAY – 
7 – 8:30 am - Breakfast at hotel 
9:00 – 10:00 am - Command Brief/Ft

Drum Update, The Commons
10:10 – 10:50 am - Memorial Ceremo-

ny @ Monument Park 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm - Windshield

tour of the post 
12:00 – 1:00 pm - Lunch with soldiers

at Dining Facility
1:00 – 2:30 pm - Visit Ft Drum Histor-

ical Collection and Off the Beatin’ Path
Gift Shop 

2:45 – 5:00 pm - MOUNTAINFEST,
featuring military static displays, food
booths 

5:00 – 6:00 pm - “Salute to the Na-

tion” ceremony/25th Reactivation An-
niversary/Pass in Review 

6:30 – 10:00 pm - band concert/ fire-
works, (dinner on own at food tents);
round-trip bus shuttles back to hotel
available starting at 3:00 pm 

After f ireworks - Transportation to
hotel 

Friday, July 2, 2010 
7 – 8:30 am - Breakfast at hotel 
9:00 am – 5:00 pm - Local side trip #1

(optional —minimum 20 persons): 
Thousand Islands: Uncle Sam Boat

tour of Islands, Boldt Castle (some walk-
ing, but accessible), Thousand Islands
Winery 

6:30 – 9:00 pm - Unit dinners in local
restaurants, Watertown 

8:30 am – 12 pm Descendants Board
meeting, BRVC (selected personnel) 

1 pm – 5 pm National Association
Board meeting, BRVC (selected person-
nel) 

Saturday, July 3, 2010 
7 – 8:30 am - Breakfast at hotel 
9:00 am – 4:00 pm - Local side trip #2

(optional —minimum 15 persons): 
Sackets Harbor:  War of 1812 Battle-

field, Madison Barracks 
6:00 – 9:00 pm - Farewell Dinner (buf-

fet), Best Western, Watertown 
Sunday, July 4, 2010 
7 – 9:00 am - Breakfast at hotel 
9:00 – 11 am - Personal time/ hotel

checkout 
REGISTRATION COSTS 
Registration fee per person (paid by

May 1)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$140.00 
Registration fee per person (paid after

May 1)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$175.00 
Local attendees: 
Reception only   . . . . . . . . . . . .$15.00
Farewell Dinner only  . . . . . . .$30.00 
Reception and Farewell Dinner $45.00
• Registrations must be returned no

later than May 31.
• Cancellations may be made without

penalty until June 30; cancellations after
June 30 will not be refunded.

Fee includes: 
• Bus transportation and lunch with

soldiers on Ft Drum Day 
• Farewell Dinner on Saturday 
• Wreath for memorial ceremony 

NORTHERN NEW YORK STATE AWAITS VISITORS TO NATIONAL REUNION

(Continued on Page 7)



The paid membership numbers through 1 February, 2010:

Category 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
WWII 10th Mtn Div Veterans 1850 1718 1321 1004 828
WWII 10th Mtn Div Widows 323 335 259 187 155
WWII 10th Mtn Div Veterans Life 90 89
WWII 10th Mtn Div Widows Life 47 47
Honorary 24 26 28 25 25
10th Inf Div Veterans, Cold War   69 73 56 34 35
10th Inf Div, Cold War, Widows 1 1
10th Inf Div Veterans, Cold War, Life 5 5
Friends of the 10th 24 64 71 57 41
Friends of the 10th, Life 3 3
Associates 77 77 77 29 25
Associates Widow 1 1
Associates Life 10 9
Other Mtn Units 23 30 23 13 9
Other Mtn Units Life 4 4
10th Mtn Div (LI) Veterans  166 269 893 247 258
10th Mtn Div (LI) Veterans Life 37 38
VTANG 12 12
TOTAL 2556 2592 2612 1806 1582
2. Membership remains our biggest challenge. While some progress is being made

to increase active duty soldier membership, we are still failing to attract even small
numbers of the 180,000 10th Mtn Div (LI) Alumni. We have begun to work the social
networks in order to get our message out but, even with a lot of contacts, that effort has
not translated into increased membership. We will continue to work on all avenues to
increase membership.

3. The National Association of the 10th Mtn Div Nominating Committee has assem-
bled the following slate for the 2010-2013 Association leadership. It will be voted on at
the 2 July Board of Directors meeting during the National Reunion in Watertown, NY:

Chairman of the Board Albert Dowden (86-E, 90-A)
President Mike Plummer (HQ 10th Mtn Div LI)
Senior VP Steve Coffey (Descendant 87-F)
Secretary Karen Neider (Associate)
Treasurer Rich Babbitt (10th Mtn Div LI)
4. The 2010 National Association’s Reunion will be conducted 30 June–3 July, 2010, in

Watertown, NY. Registration forms have been emailed to all Chapter Presidents for distri-
bution to their membership. They can also be downloaded from the Association web site:
www.10thmtndivassoc.org.  The schedule is also included in this “Blizzard.”

5. Chapters interested in hosting the 2013 Reunion should begin pulling together
their supporting packets. A site will be selected during the 2010 Reunion National
Board of Directors meeting.

6. The new, 2010 Roster of the 10th Mtn Div National Assn will be published in June. 
7. The web site has been updated.  If you want to know more about what is going on

in the National Association, go to: www.10thmtndivassoc.org, and if you want to know
more about the 10th Mtn Div, go to: http://www.drum.army.mil or www.taskforce-
mountain.com. 

8. The 2007 Reunion book has been distributed to all those who paid. If you would
like one or more copies —my personal review and all reports from the field confirm
that it is a collector’s item— contact Chere Mitchell at #303.831.9243,
cherehbc@aol.com or Hugh Evans, # 720.562.8135. 

9. Bert Anger and LTC Nate Lord, CO, Army Mtn Warfare School,  will be the As-
sociation’s representatives at the International Federation of Mountain Soldiers (IFMS)
Congress which will be held this year in Slovenia.  If you are interested in attending us-
ing your own funds, please contact Bert at: ABpromos@aol.com

10. The Semi-annual EXCOM meeting was held in Philadelphia, PA, 20 March, 2010.
An agenda for the 2010 Association Board of Directors meeting will be developed.

11. An update on activities in the Division:
A. Division headquarters is preparing for a Fall deployment; no destination has been

announced.
B. 1st BCT is deploying to Afghanistan and closed in March.
C. 2nd BCT is in Iraq and will return in Dec.
D. 3rd BCT has just returned from Afghanistan and began the resetting process after

block leave in Feb.
E. 4th BCT is in pre-deployment training and is scheduled to deploy in 2011; no des-

tination has been announced.
F. 10th Aviation Brigade is in pre-deployment training to deploy to Afghanistan in Nov. 
G. The Sustainment Brigade is in pre-deployment training but has no orders. 

Climb to Glory!

PAGE 2 BLIZZARD 2010 NUMBER 1

Editorial material and photographs should be clearly marked with the sender’s name and address. No photo-
graphs will be returned unless specifically requested. All materials should be sent to Felicity Hallanan, Bliz-
zard Editor, 95 Zahler Tract, Sandy Creek, NY 13145, or by e-mail to blizzarded@gmail.com. Opinions
expressed in this publication reflect those of the magnificent soldiers of the 10th and do not necessarily con-
form to accepted journalistic standards. Editor reserves the right to rewrite, renegotiate or refuse materials
submitted for publication. Questions? Contact the editor at 315-387-2929 or by e-mail. Members should also
feel free to contact National President Mike Plummer at 315-782-4178 or e-mail plummike@aol.com. Sub-
scription rate for non-members: $20. per year.
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Mike Plummer (10th Mountain Division LI)



Felicity Hallanan (Associate)

One of the satisfactions of being a
writer is the opportunity to follow leads,
to go down unexplored trails to see what’s
at the end.  That’s an opportunity offered
by being involved in this publication, that
one is given almost-carte blanche to ask
questions and wander through new (to the
writer) territory to find answers. 

Of course by now just hearing the
words “10th Mountain Division” sends up
signals, often in this day of the Internet
heading one to online searches. So, for
example, the Winter Olympics in Vancou-
ver, Canada, were in full swing when a tip
arrived from former editor Wendell Ch-
eney.  “Googling” the name Erin Pac, we
found loads of reports about the Farming-
ton, CT, native who, at 29 and with a
pulled hamstring, was driving  bobsled #2
–she came away with a coveted Bronze
Medal.  Oh, and her grandfather is Dou-
glas Schmeltz  (86-F, dec), who was
awarded the Bronze Star at Torbole, Italy,
on April 28, 1945.  He went on to make a
name for himself in ski jumping after
WWII (the ‘net doesn’t know everything
—likely many readers could tell me lots
more).  

It should also be noted that Chris Plys,
a member of the U.S. Curling Team, is
nephew of Raymond Plys (87-I), who
served in Italy, was a SSGT and received
the Bronze Star at Monte Mosca on April
16, 1945. Chris earned money, including
entering a tv game show, so his parents
could go to Vancouver from their home in

Duluth, MN, where his father’s been bat-
tling cancer.  He was credited with at least
one win by the U.S. team. 

Then there’s the obituary notice that
began an extensive correspondence with
Pamela Cusick, who’s just begun delving
into the boxes of papers left by her father
Warren (10 ART-HQ).  I get to explore —
through Pamela— as she finds and re-
counts stories she didn’t know about a fa-
ther who, like so many, didn’t want to talk
about the war, though he did participate in
a Return to Italy trip.  Pamela’s the moth-
er of a soldier –her son is a National
Guard Infantryman and has served twice
in Iraq; she hopes he doesn’t have to go
again.  Beyond that, she’s become in-
tensely involved in the case of 1st LT
Michael Behenna of her home state of
Oklahoma who, she and many others be-
lieve, has been wrongly accused in the
death of an Afghani insurgent.  She’s tak-
en up his cause and is busy writing letters
in an effort to gain wider attention  

And there’s the packet from Bert
Anger, who represents the 10th at meetings
of the International Federation of Moun-
tain Soldiers (IFMS).  He knows getting
copies of “Die Gebirgstruppe” of the Ger-
man Association is a welcome mind-
stretcher and a reminder that the 10th has
affiliations worldwide.

The point is just that –as this summer’s
National Reunion slogan reminds us,
“The Sun Never Sets on the 10th Mountain
Division.”  And everywhere you look
there are stories to be told –how cool is
that?!
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After working with manuscript collections for a while, you quickly learn that you
never know when and where valuable information will pop up.  A researcher’s recent
inquiry is a case in point.   

Shortly after assuming stewardship of the 10th’s archives, I encountered the name
“Karl Kaoru Kasukabe” in some International Federation of Mountain Soldiers corre-
spondence. Although puzzled that a Japanese mountaineer would be named Karl, I
simply had too much else to learn about the history of the 10th to pursue the matter at
that time.  

Later, the name surfaced again in other collections, and eventually I unearthed the
story of a booby-trapped Japanese flag that Sherman Smith (87-G) discovered during
the 87th Mountain Infantry Regiment’s occupation of Kiska Island in 1943.  To sum-
marize, Smith’s flag contained several bits of writing which, when translated, revealed
the names of some 50 Japanese men who had signed the flag.  

With luck and dedicated investigation, Smith discovered that the flag had belonged
to Karl Kaoru Kasukabe, one of only four of the flag’s signatories then still alive. In
1986, Smith visited Kasukabe in Japan and returned the flag to him in a very emotion-
al ceremony.  

But there is much more to the story. 
Last year, we processed Sherman Smith’s papers and placed a detailed finding aid

for the collection on our website at www.denverlibrary.org. This finding aid sparked a
researcher’s chance inquiry.  

It seems memoirs of an American prisoner of war mentioned that someone named
Kasukabe had been an interpreter on Attu Island, which, like Kiska, forms part of the
Aleutians. A researcher working on this story happened upon Internet links to our find-
ing aid and immediately wondered whether our materials might be related to the same
Kasukabe.  Needless to say, I was intrigued. 

Sherman Smith’s papers showed that Kasukabe had been born and educated in the
United States.  Possibly this accounted for the name, Karl.  Kasukabe’s father, Juhei,
had been wounded during the Russo-Japanese war in 1905.  After encountering eco-
nomic difficulties in post-war Japan, he emigrated to America in 1906, landing in San
Francisco during the immediate aftermath of the great earthquake.  Eventually, Juhei
worked as a railroad laborer and farmer, while his son, Karl, attended American ele-
mentary and technical schools.

When the Kasukabe family returned to Japan, Karl sought to continue his educa-
tion.  Unfortunately, “Western” ideas that Karl acquired in America prompted military
authorities to declare him an “undesirable student.”  Denied a higher education, Kasuk-
abe worked as a day laborer for Mitsubishi, the company that developed the famous
“Zero” fighter airplane. Karl excelled in his work, and eventually became an engineer.
He hoped to return to school in America, but in 1939 he was called to military service. 

Among his pre-war activities, Kasukabe helped found the Chukyo Alpine Club,
whose members had signed and presented the flag that Smith later recovered.  While in
military service, Kasukabe worked in telecommunications intelligence both at Attu and
Kiska.  He was qualified as an interpreter both in English and Russian.  Clearly, then,
he was the man our researcher sought.  Severely injured during bombing attacks on
Kiska, Kasukabe spent the remainder of the war in a hospital.

What this story shows, then, is that it often takes bits and pieces from several differ-
ent collections to really fill out a story.  In other words – and here comes the commer-
cial – you might have materials in your possession today that could provide just the
piece we need to solve yet another puzzle. 

Additionally, this exercise shows how critical our online finding aids can be in pro-
viding access and visibility to our 10th Mountain Division collections for researchers
all over the world.  So, I propose that you keep donating and I’ll keep processing.  To-
gether, we’ll continue to maintain one of the best military archives in the country.

SHERM SMITH’S KISKA FLAG:
THE REST OF THE STORY

Dennis Hagen

Dennis Hagen, Archivist, 10th Mountain Resource Center
The Denver Public Library Western History/Genealogy Department

10 West 14th Avenue Parkway, Denver, CO 80204-2731
dhagen@denverlibrary.org ; #720.865.1812

For those attending the National Re-
union in June, or anyone visiting the area
this summer, the 10th Mountain Division
& Fort Drum Historical Collection on
Fort Drum, NY, is a must-stop and see.

The Collection is filled with Division
history, from its inception in World War II
until recent operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan, as well as the story of the
post, from its days at Camp Hughes to to-
day. Two sections are open to the public –
indoor exhibits in the Heritage Center on
South Riva Ridge Loop, and outdoor ex-
hibits located on South Post. The Collec-
tion also encompasses an extensive group
of ephemera and artifacts in its archive

and library.
Because history is always in the mak-

ing, part of the staff’s tasks are to collect
the physical and oral history of the 10th
Mtn Div and Ft Drum, and to keep up
through creating new displays and proj-
ects for soldiers, family members, and
visitors to enjoy. Among recent projects at
the Collection have been the installation
of an Operation Iraqi Freedom display
and a large display at the front of the fa-
cility honoring the Division’s Medal of
Honor recipients, PFC John Magrath
(World War II) and SFC Jared Monti (Op-
eration Enduring Freedom). 

EVER-IMPROVING HISTORICAL COLLECTION
TELLS THE STORY OF THE 10TH AND FT DRUM 

Chris Crawford

(Continued on Page 4)

DESCENDANTS OFFER HELP WITH “STUFF”
Clutter-Busting Service Available to Encourage Donations to Resource Center!
Have you been meaning to donate items to the 10th Mountain Resource Center,

but need help cutting through the clutter? Help is here!
Whether it’s sifting or sorting, 10th descendants can help you organize, identify and
ship donated items to the Resource Center. Did you know that the Resource Center
still needs correspondence, journals, memoirs and other items unique to individual

soldiers and/or units such as artillery, medical, signal corps, and quartermaster?
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HISTORICAL COLLECTION IMPROVING

Changes and updates have also been
made to “Grandpa’s Attic,” a display cov-
ering the time span between 1946 and
1984, which included the creation of
fliers on caring for your own artifacts
at home and researching a family mem-
ber’s military service.

Current projects include a com-
plete reorganization of the library
and archives, as well as a remodeling
of the M29 Weasel exhibit at the
very center of the Collection’s
museum facility on Riva Ridge
Loop in time for the National
Reunion.

Over the past few months, there has
been a concentrated effort to expand be-
yond the original physical location to
reach and connect more people with his-
tory. Among those efforts have been the
creation of poster exhibits to support the
Fort Drum Equal Opportunity Office’s
monthly observations in honor of Native
American History Month, African-
American History Month, and Women’s
History Month.

Additionally, the Collection has moved

into cyberspace with a Facebook account
where people can view photos of the ex-
hibits, keep up-to-date on upcoming events,
and view photos and scans of recently ac-

quired or especially interesting artifacts.
The  Facebook page can be accessed at
www.facebook.com/HistoricalCollec-
tion.

The Collection’s most current
project is that of Chuck Gopher, the
official mascot. Chuck, a plush doll,
was originally found in the Lewis
& Clark exhibit.  “He” is telling
the story of an Afghanistan de-
ployment as he travels overseas

with soldiers of the 1st Brigade Combat
Team (BCT) in March. 

The goal of Chuck’s travels is to even-
tually make his story available in a chil-
dren’s book to help youngsters of de-
ployed service members better understand
what their moms and dads may experi-
ence when they have to leave home on de-
ployment. Chuck’s travels are at
www.facebook.com/SGTGopher.

10th Mountain Division & Fort Drum
Historical Collection, Bldg 10502, South
Riva Ridge Loop Fort Drum, NY 13602

Former Blizzard Editor Ray Zelina
died in Florida this winter (see TAPS).
He remained active in the Association
to the end, apologizing shortly before
the last edition that he’d had to pass on
responsibility for his Southeast Chap-
ter report due to the illness that even-
tually took his life. The following is a
story typical of the many for which Ray
is remembered; it appeared in Bliz-
zard, 3rd Quarter, 2002, and is
reprinted with thanks for the sugges-
tion of former editor Sally Oesterling.
The piece is an excerpt from an article
written for the “10th Mountain Divi-
sion Vol. II.” 

“As training began at Camp Carson,
talk centered on the arrival of the
mules. The farm lads viewed this event
rather nonchalantly, but the city boys
were quick to tell their sergeants they
preferred to “ride the range in a Ford
V-8.” The reply: “Those mules are re-
mounts and know nothing about hu-
mans, so everyone will learn together.”
And so they did.

Charlie Webb (616-FA-HQ) de-
scribed a mule as a kicking, stomping,
biting, pushing, shoving and standing-
on-peoples-feet critter. This sort of
conduct irritates a mule skinner and at
some point he retaliates by hitting the
mule in the stomach. If a nearby ser-
geant suspected the mule had been hit,
the conversation would go something
like this. “I catch you hitting that mule,
and I’ll have you court-martialed.”
“But Sarge, he kicked me.” “I don’t
care. That mule cost $300, and I can
get someone to take your place for a
penny postcard.”

The lesson learned was animals and
equipment come first no matter how
long or arduous the march. The mules
were unloaded, groomed, fed and wa-
tered, and the equipment cleaned be-
fore the men took a break.

In July 1943, rumors began to cir-
culate that we were going to march to
Camp Hale, a distance of 200, 300,
maybe 400 miles. The distance grew as
the scuttlebutt made the rounds. The
rumors also had it that we were march-
ing because our general said, “We’ll
march, my men are tough.” Who was
this general? No one seemed to know.
The 604th and 605th were going to
march to prove him correct.

Looking over the columns at Mos-
quito Pass was a general who said his

troops were tough. Leaving Camp Car-
son the troops weren’t so sure, but by
the time they topped Mosquito Pass
they had begun to believe it, and
marching through the gate at Camp
Hale they knew it. They would not for-
get the General either; David Ruffner
was his name and the artillerymen
would see plenty of him.

At Camp Hale, the 616th was
formed from members of the 604th

and 605th Battalions and a cadre from
the 2nd Pack Artillery in Panama. The
high country training began and Ed
Silliman (604-FA-A) learned a lot. “I
learned not to pitch my tent in a gully
during the rainy season. I learned to lie
to myself, saying, ‘I’m not cold, I’m
not cold, I’m not cold.’

“I found that taking a bath in the
Platte River was most welcome and re-
stored one to a point of once again be-
ing almost socially acceptable. Mule
packers often adopted the odor of the
mules themselves, either as a bonding
factor or by osmosis. I learned that
mules were smart (sometimes) and if
you treated them right, they’d treat you
right, especially the wire mule, who I
still swear could understand English. 

“I learned that one should always
take his coat when a journey beyond
Poop Out Hill is planned in September,
blue bird weather or not. I learned that
grabbing the tail of the mule ahead of
you to help get up Poop Out Hill was
not a crime or a sin. …I learned that it
can snow three feet in four hours in
Colorado.”

The mules were left behind as the
division sailed for Italy. The guns
would be towed behind trucks. At-
tempts to use Italian mules failed. The
mules were too small to carry the
heavy gun loads. Big, tough, ornery
artillery mules, as hard as the men who
cared for them, were needed.

All that remains of the pack ar-
tillery are the memories of the men
who served the guns and cared for the
mules. Those memories are prime:
huddling around a campfire high in the
mountains in below-zero temperatures
with the sky so clear that the stars were
almost touchable; the sound of a sentry
crunching through the snow; mules
stomping and snorting on the picket
line; and the low talk of men around
the campfire. Good men –they could
march.” 

FORMER BLIZZARD EDITOR
LEFT HIS MARK

From the start, there was opposition to
specialized forces within the Army. 

BG Lesley J. McNair, in charge of in-
fantry training in 1941, thought the idea
foolish. In a proposal for a wartime army of
200 infantry divisions, COL Albert C.
Wedemeyer recommended 10 mountain di-
visions (later reduced to three). His recom-
mendation was thumbed down. There the
matter would have rested had it not been for
the tenacity of a 40-year-old skier. 

Minnie Dole was born in 1899 in Tyn-
gsboro, a town of rolling hills along the
Merrimack River in northeast Massachu-
setts. His father, Charles Thurston Dole,
an officer of the Champion International
Paper Company, worked in neighboring
Lowell. His mother stimulated the grow-
ing boy’s interest in skiing and mountain
climbing. 

He attended the local public schools
and Phillips Academy in Andover south
of Tyngsboro. In 1923, he graduated from
Yale University. Following graduation, he
worked in the wool industry in Massachu-
setts. Three years later he moved to Eu-
rope where he remained until 1929, in-
volved with various business ventures
with William H. Brown. Back in the
States, Dole married Jane Ely. In New
York City he became a successful insur-
ance broker. An avid skier, he headed for
the New England ski slopes at every op-
portunity. 

While skiing at Stowe on a New Year’s
holiday, Dole sprained his right ankle on a

turn in slushy snow. He insisted on skiing
the next day and his ankle gave way in a
stem christie. While he lay on the slope in
shock, his wife went to find help. Carried
off the mountain on a piece of rusty tin
roofing, Dole decided there must be a
better way. He was asked to head a study
committee for the Amateur Ski Club of
New York. 

Copious correspondence and persist-
ent effort led to the formation the Nation-
al Ski Patrol System. By 1941, the Patrol
consisted of 89 local patrols and 1,500
patrolmen. Members were required to
take an intensive Red Cross f irst aid
course. They were responsible for caring
for ski accident victims, helping them
down the slopes on toboggans.

Dole served the new organization from
its inception until 1950 when he was
named national honorary chairman of the
board of trustees for life. During the early
years, the Patrol System received its oper-
ating funds through private contributions.
Dole, himself, received no remuneration.

One snow-blasted night in Feb, 1940,
after a day’s skiing on Bromely Mountain
in Vermont, Dole, Roger Langley, presi-
dent of the National Ski Association,
Robert L. Livermore, of the American
1936 Ski Team, and Alec Bright, dean of
American downhill racers, discussed the
war then threatening Europe. Stalin and
Hitler had divided Poland, the Russians
had invaded Finland.

DIVISION FOUNDER DOLE FACED
OPPOSITION FROM START

Thomas Brooks (85-G)

(Continued on Page 8)

VISIT THE 10TH WEBSITE
www.10thmtndivassoc.org

(Continued from Page 3)
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BAGHDAD—”I was probably two
feet from the door of my truck when I
heard gun fire and it felt like someone
just cracked me in the right shoulder
blade with a hammer,” said SPC Matthew
Mortensen of Olathe, KS.

The combat medic with 2nd Brigade
Combat Team (BCT), 10th Mtn Div, was
part of a presence patrol conducting a
neighborhood search Dec. 10, in an area
historically known for weapons caches,
rockets and mortars. 

As the patrol walked the streets, a
mounted element went from checkpoint
to checkpoint providing security for
them. Having reached the last check
point, SSG Manoj Prasad of Watertown,
NY, and Mortensen dismounted to ma-
neuver the trucks into a static security
posture, when shots were fired.

“I saw a bullet hole in his shirt, and
when I cut it open all I could see was
blood,” said Prasad. “I looked for an exit
wound and couldn’t find one.”

Being the medic on scene, Mortensen
provided first aid care to himself after he
was injured, until he reached the Joint Se-
curity Station Loyalty aid station. Combat
medics are responsible for providing first
aid and frontline trauma care on the bat-
tlefield with the primary role to provide
medical treatment to wounded soldiers. 

“After I was shot, I had my platoon
sergeant examine for a wound and he
found one on my right shoulder blade,”
said Mortensen. “Then I jumped into the
truck, threw off my kit because I couldn’t
reach my right side with my kit on. After I

took it off, I started cleaning up some of
the blood with gauze. Then I used the
package for the gauze and created a pres-
sure dressing over the wound just in case
it penetrated my chest cavity. I didn’t
know what happened to the bullet, so that
was the only thing I was really worried
about.”

After the initial treatment, Mortensen
was medically evacuated to another JSS.
Mortensen kept his composure through-
out the event and was able to provide
Prasad with the proper medevac proce-
dures for entering the JSS. 

The day following the incident,
Mortensen was awarded a Purple Heart
and a Combat Medical badge while he
was in the hospital at Victory Base Com-
plex.  The Purple Heart is awarded to
those who have been wounded or killed
while serving on or after April 5, 1917,
with the U.S. military. The Combat Med-
ical Badge is a decoration of the United
States Army which was first created in
January 1945. The badge is awarded to
any member of the Army Medical De-
partment, pay grade colonel or below,
who are assigned or attached to a medical
unit (company or smaller size) which
provides medical support to a ground
combat arms unit during any period in
which the unit was engaged in active
ground combat.

Mortensen was sent back to the United
States for rehabilitation and recuperation.
At “Blizzard” presstime, after spending a
month back in the States, he expected to
return to his platoon in Iraq.

MEDIC TREATS HIMSELF
AFTER BEING SHOT BY SNIPER

Sgt Jennie Burrett,
Task Force Mountain website, Monday, 28 December 2009

Combat Medic SPC Matthew Mortensen (center) shows high spirits despite
being shot in the shoulder by sniper fire in Baghdad. With him are PFC Juan
Ortega, left, of Belen, NM, and PFC Jorge Cruz, Waterbury, CT. Mortensen

returned temporarily to the States for rehabilitation and recuperation.
--U.S. Army photo, PFC Ryan Nolan, 2nd BCT, 10th Mtn Div.

In August of 2009 we watched a Fox
news segment on Marines training in Cali-
fornia with mules and donkeys (there is
also talk of the 10th looking into the use of
mules again.) Apparently the value of
these animals relative to transportation in
treacherous Afghan mountain terrain has
not been forgotten. 

During my B/D 85th 10th Mountain
training at Camp Hale and Camp Swift in
1943 and ’44, we walked, skied, and snow-
shoed often. The training was indeed rigor-
ous. For me, part of it was being able to
work with and understand mules as that
was part of the unit’s mode of
transportation. 

After evaluation of the D series ma-
neuvers, Army hierarchy decided that
heavy weapons companies were to be
formed in each of the three battalions in
the 85th, 86th, and 87th regiments. Cap-
tain Richard C. Johnson, then B Company
commander, was selected to become the
newly formed D Company commander.
In forming the Cadre, Captain Johnson
picked men from each of the A, B, and C
Rifle Companies of the First Battalion.
Captain Johnson asked me if I would
make the move. I asked him what I would
be doing. He replied, “You will be my
pack master, responsible for 28 pack
mules and four saddle mules.  Three cor-
porals will be assigned to assist.”

While at Camp Hale, I spent a week or
two with one of the 10th Quartermaster
companies responsible for pack mules. I
was able to glean a substantial amount of
knowledge relative to how to pack, work
around, feed, and maintain mules. On the
10th Division’s move to Camp Swift, I
never had an opportunity to experience
“the great mule breakout” which occurred
as the mules were unloaded from railroad
cattle cars. I was later told that the opera-
tion did not go well. 

An Army soldier is identified by his or
her Army serial number. An Army mule is
identified by a Preston brand number on
the neck, and they all had a number.  For
the most part, all of the 32 mules assigned
to D Company while at Camp Swift had
gentle and friendly dispositions, although
on occasion we did have disruption. 

With the mule, I learned that fear is one
of the animal’s strongest instincts. If it is
allowed to maintain the dominant instinct,
the animal cannot be trained satisfactorily
to do the work demanded of him. The goal
of all concerned should be to gain the con-
fidence of the animal. The mule gentling
process should include rewards. Patting
the neck, rubbing the head, and hand feed-
ing are good aids. 

It is often said that a mule is stubborn. I
feel it is not so much that he is stubborn, it
is more that he is smart. Consider —unlike

a horse, he drinks only the amount of water
and eats only what is needed to sustain him
until his next fill-up. A horse will go on
eating until he becomes ill. 

I had often wondered why D Company
was blessed with a great bunch of mules. I
thought Captain Johnson, being a U.S. For-
rester, had a connection with Quartermas-
ter and had the Preston brand numbers on
each of the mules we had worked with
while at Camp Hale. He had Quartermas-
ter assign these same mules to us at Camp
Swift. 

For the short time we spent at Camp
Swift, I thought much was accomplished.
Packers led the mules on daily hikes. Ani-
mals were loaded by their packers with 81
millimeter mortars, and water-cooled 30
caliber machine guns, ammo, kitchen
equipment, and spare parts. 

Just before the division was ordered to
move to Camp Patrick Henry, then New-
port News, Virginia and assignment to
Italy, the 85th was ordered and be ready to
move in 24 hours. Everyone scrambled to
pack up and form up.  I was proud that D-
85 met the time requirements, as did the
rest of the 1st Battalion 85. 

Many of the mules I worked with had
some quirks and definitely had personali-
ties. I kind of felt sorry for the good ones
because they would never be able to repro-
duce. A mule is a sterile hybrid offspring
of a male donkey and a female horse. They
lack the needed amount of chromosomes.
A horse has 62 chromosomes, or 32 pairs.
A donkey has 62 or 31 pairs. The “horse”
(male mule) or “henny” (the female mule)
only has 63 chromosomes. A horse “mule”
is born sterile and is gelded as they have
the instincts and drive of a stallion. Simi-
larly, a male or molly mule, if bred to a
stallion or a Jack will not conceive. Hen-
nys are the offspring of stallions and fe-
male donkeys, or jennies, and do not bear
offspring.  

On Jan. 4, 1945, arriving in Naples,
units moved north on LCI’s to Leghorn and
finally the Pisa staging area preparing for
what was to come at Riva Ridge and
Belvedere. It was at that point that the T.O.
relative to transportation for the 1-85th,
changed to 3/4 ton trucks and jeeps and
trailers. They would take the place of
mules. Italian Alpinis and their mules
would be called on when needed.  

For me, it was one grand adventure and
experience. No matter what was to come, I
always tried to remain positive. I was for-
tunate to have been associated with some
wonderful men and would like to recog-
nize and honor the following: Captain
Richard C. Johnson, Dan Kennerly, Tom
Rabbitt, Francis “Duke” Devaney, Judson

TODAY’S MILITARY
RE-LEARNS VALUE OF MULES

Walter H. Stewart (85-B, D)

(Continued on Page 7)
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One of the great experiences about be-
ing editor of The Blizzard is receiving an
unexpected bit of information or, in this
case and better-yet, an entire book in the
mail. Truth be known, when this one ar-
rived I hoped it was for me, because Bill
Mauldin, author of “This Damn Tree
Leaks,” is one of my favorites to emerge
from WWII. But instead I will, in defer-
ence to the sender, ensure that it is sent
safely along to Dennis Hagen at the Den-
ver Public Library for inclusion in the
10th Mtn Div museum. Because it is a
piece of history, and when you read
Howard’s presentation to the Southern
California Chapter, I expect you, too, will
agree that is where it rightly belongs.—
Felicity Hallanan

I would like to share with you my
treasure. It is quite old –64 years at
least— and please handle it with care, be-
cause it seems to be about to fall apart.
“Joe and Willy,” the heroes of Bill’s car-
toons, spent their war in North Africa,
Sicily, Italy, and then went over into

France and ultimately reached Germany.
Most of these cartoons were about Italy
and combat there.

The book was the property of Stanford
“Sandy” Gregg, a mortarman in our
Weapons Platoon of C Company, 86th

Regiment of the 10th Mountain Division.
Sandy’s name is on the inside front cover
of the book. He was from Rome, NY, pri-
or to going into the Mountain Troops.
Sandy seemed to realize we were part of a
fine history and asked each of us to sign
the book, and we did. After our Italian ac-
complishments we were all very close, as
many of you remember, and we had gone
through a lot together.

It was at this time –we were waiting in
Florence at the time— we knew we
couldn’t stay in Europe and climb and ski
their mountains, because we were told
that we were returning to the United
States for a two-week leave and then we
would be going to land on the North
Tokyo Beach in Japan. This was June or
early in July, 1945. While we were hoping

we would all stay together, we knew our
odds of surviving an invasion of Japan
were limited.

I received this book on Father’s Day
from my wonderful daughter, Casey. It
seems that she was contacted by Mr. Tom
Casler of Mendon, NY, (near Rochester)
whose mother had sent the book to him
because of his interest in WWII history.

Tom’s mother had been helping a friend
who handled estate sales, including one for
the Gregg family. Sandy died in 1996, so
we have assumed that it was on the passing
of Sandy’s wife Barbara in 2005 that this
treasure became available. As I said, Mrs.
Casler saw the book and, knowing of her
son’s interest, sent it on to him.

From there, thanks are due to “Pete”
Clark, former President of our Chapter
and his Tenth Mountain website, great
contributions from people like Pat Finn
Thornton (85-A, L) and our own Kath-
leen Finn Jones who have led the forma-
tion of our Descendants organization.

Tom apologized to Casey for not hav-

ing the time to find her because shortly
after his mother sent him the book, Tom’s
wife presented him with triplets (he and
his wife then became very busy, as you
can imagine). At any rate, this past sum-
mer Tom located Casey’s email address,
and the rest is history. “This book,” he
wrote me, “with all the signatures of
young service men whose service and
sacrifice saved us from the unthinkable,
belongs to you and your fellow soldiers. I
think PFC S.E. Gregg would be pleased
that this old Willie & Joe cartoon book
that depicts both of your shared memories
and experiences, has found a home. God
Bless, Thomas Casler.”

(Another note from the Editor: This
unique copy of “This Damn Tree Leaks”
has come nearly-full circle, because
Sandy Gregg, its original owner, is be-
lieved to have worked at the now-closed
Griffiss Air Force Base in Rome, NY,
which is less than two hours southeast of
Ft. Drum, today’s home of the 10th Mtn
Div[LI].)

TREASURED BOOK COMES FULL CIRCLE
Howard R. Koch (86-C)

My name is Pat Cohen and I too was in
the 10th Mountain Division, from 1993
through 1996.  I was in Alpha Company
2/14 Infantry, the Golden Dragons!  

I was the barracks guard during October
3 and 4 in 1993, the time of the “Blackhawk
Down” incident in Somalia.  The only thing
I did was donate blood that night and for
years I felt like Lieutenant Dan in the movie
“Forrest Gump.”  My 2nd Platoon went into
combat without my squad, which had been
on the rotating schedule for airfield guard.
My platoon had one killed and a few
wounded in that fight, which up until the in-
vasion of Iraq, was the longest sustained
firefight since Vietnam.  The same time the
following year we participated in Operation
Uphold Democracy in Haiti.  

I have made a career in law enforce-
ment, as have some of my friends from the
Mountain.  (My daughter’s birthday just
happens to be October 4.  Crazy coinci-
dence.)  I just finished reading “Climb to
Conquer,” which was a birthday present a
few years ago.  I didn’t get around to read-
ing it for so long because as a former sol-
dier in the Mountain, I thought I knew most
of the story.  Wow, my hat is off to the orig-
inals and their subsequent accomplish-
ments.  I particularly enjoyed the passage
describing skiing with a rucksack and rifle.
It made me laugh out loud in the middle of
the night.  I couldn’t put the book down.
Some things haven’t changed.  My head
and face were struck more than once with a
rifle or machine gun butt.  

My experience at the Mountain was re-
ally my first experience with snow, being
from California.  When I enlisted, I asked

the recruiter what the hardest job was and
he said, “Infantry.”  I jumped at it, being
young and adventurous.  I had several
choices of duty stations, one of which was
Hawaii.  I had already been there with my
parents.  I picked the Mountain because it
sounded cool and I had never been to the
East Coast and New York City.  I never
made it to New York City but I saw the
world. 

I am not much of an outdoorsman but I
did scale Half Dome in Yosemite a few
years ago.  I wore my WWII  Mountain
rucksack, which worked perfectly.  I got a
picture of me at the top with my 10th
Mountain Division flag.  I am nowhere in

the shape I used to be, but was quite proud I
still had it in me. 

I have built military models since I was a
kid.  As a result of reading this book, I am
interested in doing a project of the 10th
Mountain in Italy, particularly Riva Ridge,
and I have some technical questions.  I
would like to see pictures of the over-white
camouflage jackets worn in Italy for a
squad size ski patrol scene, and pictures of
the cable tram used to haul wounded and
ammunition to and from the ridge.  The pic-
ture in the book was grainy and if there is a
drawing or something, I would really appre-
ciate a copy.  

Did they have the shoulder patch on

their uniforms in combat?  Can anyone help
me out, if I’m not asking too much?  I
would also like to join the Association if it
is open to us younger soldiers.

CLIMB TO GLORY!
Pat Cohen    

(Note: Pat received an extensive reply
from archivist Dennis Hagen at the Denver
Public Library.  Here it is in part:

First, let me say that if you enjoyed read-
ing “Climb to Conquer,” which is one that I
consistently recommend, I would urge you
to read “The Last Ridge” by McKay Jenk-
ins.  I took Jenkins’ book along with me to

HOW I BECAME A MEMBER OF THE 10th MOUNTAIN DIVISION

(Continued on Page 9)

Soldiers of the 10th Mtn Div joined community members headed by over-30 other volunteers from the national
“Homes for Our Troops” to build a home in Carthage, NY, for SFC Roy Mitchell.  He was severely wounded in

2003 in Afghanistan while serving with the 10th.  As reported in the last “Blizzard,” the Ft. Drum Chapter
donated $250 to the cause from the Wounded Warrior fund.  To learn more, go to

"http://www.homesforourtroops.org" www.homesforourtroops.org.



• Event insurance 
• Reunion gift bag, name tag and wel-

come packet 
• USAA Reception at the Black River

Valley Club 
• Administrative costs 
• Fee does not include: Transportation

to Watertown, hotel rooms, optional side
trips, lunches and unit dinners. 

Upon check-in on June 30, you will re-
ceive a reunion packet with all the event
information covered by your registration
fee. 

Accommodations 
Best Western Carriage House Inn, Wa-

tertown will be the headquarters for all
events. Room costs are not included in re-
union fee and attendees will need to book
their own room reservations at the hotel.
We have blocked a large number of rooms
at the Best Western from June 30-July 4;
to make reservations call 315.782.8000.
Tell them you are with the 10th Mountain
Division Reunion for discount. 

Room costs: $70/ single occupancy per

night (booked before May 31) 
$80/ double occupancy per night

(booked after May 31) 
Price includes breakfast buffet 
Check in after 3 pm on June 30; check

out by 11 am, July 4 
There are only a limited number of

rooms available at the Best Western (first-
come, f irst-served), so we have also
blocked rooms at the following other Wa-
tertown hotels if the Best Western be-
comes full:

Day’s Inn #315.782.2700; $70 Sin-
gle/$75 Double; 1.77 miles from Best
Western 

Ramada Inn #315.788.0700; $70 Sin-
gle/$75 Double; 2.56 miles

Hampton Inn #315.782.2222; $99 Sin-
gle & Double; 1.77 miles 

Join fellow soldiers and veterans of the
10th Mountain Division for the 2010 Na-
tional Association of the 10th Mountain
Division, Inc. Reunion sponsored by the
Fort Drum Chapter

June 30 – July 4, 2010
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Weihnachten—Christmas in
Germany—came to wounded 10th Mtn
Div soldiers at the Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center in December, in the form
of members of the Federation of German
Mountain Soldiers.

Horst Armann of Bad Reichenhall, his
wife Marianne and about a dozen others
including 5 active-duty soldiers, drove
from Southern Germany about 300 miles
to the hospital.  Their overnight visit was
coordinated with Anna Marie Mattson of
Paris, a longtime supporter of the
Division.

Calling their project CARE 2009, for
Christmas Action, the visitors went armed
with get-well cards from school children,

and 40 packs of gifts of small trees, can-
dies, homemade cakes, gingerbread, toi-
letries and candles.  They also brought
sounds of Christmas, treating patients and
staff to German carols accompanied on
accordion and zither.  

The visit followed installation earlier
that week of two foosball tables from the
group Democrats Abroad Switzerland
who, headed by Maya Samara, arrived in
three carloads full of gifts as well as the
game tables.  

And, the trip by the Bavarians was fol-
lowed by visiting Americans from Lux-
embourg, along with a choir, all to help
soldiers of the 10th and their families
know that they are remembered.

LANDSTUHL WOUNDED WELCOME
WEIHNACHTS VISITORS 

German Mountain Soldiers, Bavarian Section, with former LNO (liaison offi-
cer) SSG Scott Jordan and LNO Felicia Griffin, & Berry Hayward, WWII Army

Air Corps veteran.

GET READY FOR THE 2010 NATIONAL REUNION AND SUMMER
WEATHER AND DISPLAY YOUR PRIDE IN THE 10TH BY USING THESE 10TH

ITEMS. SEE THE COMPLETE QUARTERMASTER CATALOG
BY LOGGING ONTO THE 10TH WEBSITE: www.10thmtndivassoc.org 

10th MOUNTAIN DIVISION GRAVE MARKERS/FLAG HOLDERS are
available by calling Steven Foley at 603.738.5292. These are available for all con-
flicts in which the 10th Mountain Division participated, from WWII to present.
These are of high quality polished, solid cast bronze and weigh about 2 pounds. No
maintenance is required and they will withstand the weather and elements. Cost is
generally under $100 including postage.    

Send orders to:
Quartermaster, 112 Maple Avenue, Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004

E-mail: patfrank4@verizon.net, Phone # 610.667.2911
Orders should include catalog item number, quantity of items desired (include size if applicable),

where to ship the items, your phone number and payment (check made out to 10th Mtn Quartermaster
or credit card information). Include P+H charge of $7 for orders up to $20, $10 for orders of $20 to

$50, $15 for orders of $50.01 to $100, $20 for orders over $100 and $25 for orders over $200.

K1 10TH AUTO
TAG, $8

Q3 10TH
LOGO BELT,

$15

I7 NAVY TEE
SHIRT, $15

I15 BASEBALL
CAP, $18

QUARTERMASTER - FRANK THORNTON (Descendant)

WOUNDED WARRIOR
FUND DONORS

Barnett, Webster & Mary
Blitman & King, Attorneys & Counselors

at Law
Brabant, Richard A. & Jacqueline
Campbell, R.W.
Church, Betty
Col (Ret.) Kutter, Wolf
Farash, Arthur
Ft. Drum Chapter, 10th Mtn Div Assn
Gatesoft Technology Corporation
Hayes, Martin & Debra
Hindman
Howard, Linda
James F. McAuliffe Chapter, Naval En-

listed Reserve Assn
Lockwood, Alyce
Millette, William
Plummer, Michael T.
Washington, D.C. Chapter, 10th Mtn Div

Assn
Weeks, Charles & Catherine

SCHOLARSHIP
FUND DONORS

Barnett, Webster & Mary
Ames
Chapter 140, Vietnam Veterans of

America
Doyle, Walter J.
Ft. Drum Chapter, 10th Mtn Div Assn
Hayes, Martin & Debra
Hill, Robert S.
Hohlfelder, Michael
Millette, William
Minns, Stephen J.
NYS Dept. of Transportation
Pearsall, Gilbert
Plummer, Michael
Tenth Mountain Division Foundation
The Columbus Foundation
Torrice, Samuel & Claire
Upstate NY Chapter, 10th Mtn Div Assn
Vale, Marilyn
Zimmerman, Paul J.

NORTHERN NEW YORK TO HOST
2010 NATIONAL REUNION

(Continued from Page 1)

Decker, Don McNeil, Angelo Spasato, Phil
Persley, Lyle Bryner, Ed Beahm, Terry
Cullen, Lester McDermott, Len D’Ooge,
Hugh Evans, Pierre Delfausse, Phil Gior-
gio, Joe Eula, Robert Knox Egan, Jim Ele-
fante, Bill Fletcher, Robert Swanson, Steve
Grainer, Russ Grasiot, and Wynn

Severson.
The Marine Corps may or may not be

using the following reference material or
some recent updates. If not, I would rec-
ommend the following: War Department,
25 August 1944; War Department Field
Manual 25-5 and Field Manual 25, 7 Au-
gust 1944. I found both of these manuals to
be informative and helpful.

THE VALUE OF MULES

(Continued from Page 5)
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FOUNDER FACED OPPOSITION

“If foreign troops should attack our
northeast coast in winter,” Minnie Dole
asked, “can you imagine the Army trying
to fight through the sort of weather that is
outside tonight?”

Langley was prompted by Dole’s ques-
tion to offer the services of National Ski
Association for the winter training of
American soldiers. He was politely re-
buffed by a War Department satisfied by
winter training undertaken in Alaska and
at Fort Snelling, MN.

Dole was next to pursue the matter. He
opened his campaign by asking permis-
sion of the 93 patrols of the NSP to offer
their services to the War Department.
Armed with their assent, he wrote to
Army Chief of Staff GEN George C. Mar-
shall and President Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Then he sought-out sympathizers within
the Army and War Department. He met
with Secretary of War Henry I. Simpson,
who turned out to be a mountain climber
buff, and arranged a meeting with Mar-
shall. 

Dole made his pitch and was dismissed
with thanks. He wondered if it all had
been for naught. But on Sept. 24, 1941,
Marshall wrote Dole. “Your excellent pa-
per on winter training has been referred to
the G-3 Division of the General Staff for
study.” 

It was the first step. The Army provid-
ed funds to facilitate the NSP’s advisory
work. Specifications were drawn up for
rucksacks, sleeping bags. parkas, etc., for
winter warriors. Ski patrols were estab-
lished in the Army’s five divisions in the
North. On Oct. 22, 1941, Marshall in-
formed Dole that the first battalion of a
mountain regiment would be activated at
Ft. Lewis, WA.

The day after Pearl Harbor, Dartmouth
ski racer Charles B. McLane reported to
Ft. Lewis carrying his own rucksack and
skis. “I’m supposed to join the mountain
troops,” he told a bemused sergeant, who
replied, “Son, you are the mountain
troops.”

Volunteers were to be recruited and
vetted by the National Ski Patrol, with
Dole as chief recruiter. He wrote each ski

patrol and visited Eastern Colleges and
prep schools to drum up recruits. The Sat-
urday Evening Post, The New Yorker and
other publications ran stories about “Min-
nie’s ski troopers.” Nation-wide broad-
caster Lowell Thomas promoted recruit-
ment. Warner Brothers made Love a Sol-
dier, starring Sonny Tufts and Paulette
Goddard, released when the 10th was acti-
vated in the summer of 1943. Each
prospective volunteer had to fill out a
questionnaire and submit three letters of
recommendation.

Applicants varied. John E. Nelson
“worked in the woods as a swamper;”
Elmer Wallace Johnson was raised on a
farm “without modern conveniences;”
Clyde E. Quick rode “horses, punched
cattle” on a 4,000-acre Sierra Nevada
ranch; Richard Calvelage “trapped
muskrats, coon, opossum and skunk.”

When Ft. Lewis’ commander consid-
ered renting a house in town, he discov-
ered that a PFC, Dyson Duncan, son of
the President of Lea and Perrins, beat him
to it. Werner von Trapp was a volunteer as
were paint heir Lee Glidden. son of the
first Commander of the WACS; author
Kay Boyle’s husband Baron George von
Franckenstein; Peter Pringsheim, nephew
of Thomas Mann. Among prominent
skiers were Torger Tokle and Walter
Prager.

Despite Dole’s prodigious efforts,
there were not enough volunteers to fill
out a division. So the Army began recruit-
ing volunteers. As Tony Ragazzine once
explained to his G-85 comrades, “I was
training for tank destroyers. At reveille,
non-coms were told to fall out. The rest of
us were told that we’d volunteered for the
ski troops.” 

Dole also acted as an advisor to the
10th, made inspection tours, continued re-
cruiting volunteers —skiers, cowboys,
forest rangers, woodsmen—until the Di-
vision was sent to Italy —all this work
without remuneration. For his efforts,
Dole received a War Department citation
in 1945. He maintained close ties with
mountaineers, the National Association,
attended and spoke at reunions. He died
in 1976 in Greenwich, CT.

(Continued from Page 4)

MEMORIAL SKI TRAIL NOW IN
OPERATION NEAR MT RAINIER

Dale E. Smith (10-MP)
Gene Glasunow lives in Puyallup, WA, and is a Friend of the 10th. His regular job is

Chief Engineer for Trinity Broadcasting Company in Tacoma. 
In the mid 1960’s he worked for William Lowell Putnam as a broadcast engineer for

his television station, WWLP-TV in Feeding Hills, MA. Bill Putnam was a well known
veteran of the 10th, and author of a book entitled “Green Cognac, The Education of a
Mountain Fighter.” Bill often recounted his days as a ski trooper and mountain climber
in the 10th and inspired Gene to start skiing and climbing mountains with stories of his
trips to the Canadian Rockies. When he moved to Denver, CO, in 1977, Gene was fur-
ther exposed to the legend of the 10th by visits to the Ski Museum at Vail and by walk-
ing around Camp Hale. At that time he observed the first series of ski huts between Vail
and Aspen dedicated to the Division. Many times while skiing in Colorado he felt a
strong spiritual presence of the 10th even though it was long after WWII.

When Gene moved to the Seattle area 20 years ago, he continued to ski, hike and enjoy
the mountains with The Mountaineers, a Seattle mountaineering club. Ten years ago he be-
came involved with the nonprofit Mount Tahoma Trails Association (MTTA) in Ashford,
WA, as a volunteer Nordic Ski Patroller. MTTA maintains and operates an extensive Ski-
Hut-to-Hut Trail System adjacent to Mt. Rainier National Park with over 50 miles of
groomed trails linking four ski huts for cross country skiing and snowshoeing. 

During one of his hiking trips to Paradise on Mt. Rainier, he noticed the bronze
plaque commemorating the birthplace of Ski Troops in 1941. It occurred to Gene that
there should be a more appropriate memorial dedicated to the birthplace of the 10th
Mtn Div, and that the Colorado Ski Hut System was a suitable model. 

Gene got the MTTA interested in a large hut that would be named the “Grand Lodge
of the 10th Mountain Division,” but when the Snow Bowl Hut burned down two years
ago, that project was shelved. Then, while on ski patrol exploring terrain on skis in
2007, Gene discovered an unused logging road buried under deep snow, which led to a
high mountain ridge that offered a world class views of Mt. Rainier. On a clear day, one
could see Mt. Hood to the south, the entire Olympic Range end to end, Mt. Adams,
peer into the crater of Mt. St. Helens and enjoy a full view of Mt. Rainier. 

He immediately thought this was the perfect setting for a ski trail dedicated to the
birthplace of the Division. He got approval from the owner of the land, Hancock Forest
Management, for winter trail use only, and they do not want any structures on the land.
If, in the future there is a philanthropist who wants to purchase 500 acres from Han-
cock and donate it to the MTTA, the dream of a Grand Lodge could become a reality.

In Nov, 2009, Gene installed the first of three custom-made Trail signs, and a few weeks
later two more signs were installed. He needs six more signs, which will cost $8,000, and he
has planned for a wooden trail kiosk that will display pictures of the Ski Troops training at
Paradise in 1941 and at Camp Hale, along with a brief history of the 10th.

Gene has a video on YouTube that is six minutes long and can be accessed on com-
puter by entering “10th Mountain Division Memorial Ski Trail” into the Google search
box. It should be at the top of the list of the sites to come up. 

The Trail is located about five miles north of Ashford, WA, near the entrance to Mt.
Rainier National Park. Visit the MTTA Trail Office in Ashford located behind the Fire
Hall on weekends for trail and hut information. MTTA can give you information on the
trail and they have maps for sale. 

(Gene Glasunow’s biography was a valuable reference for this story.)10th in 1945

Friend of the 10th, Gene Glasunow, with one of the signs he’s responsible for,
marking the 10th Mtn Div Memorial section of the Mt. Tahoma Trails, Mt.

Rainier National Park, WA.
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With the death of Chaplain William H.
Bell (10th-ART-HQ) in 2009, all of the
chaplains who served in Italy have com-
pleted their work on earth and have been
called to a higher and more eternal
ministry. 

Chaplain Bell was keynote speaker at
the 2007 Denver Reunion Memorial Ser-
vice, and shared his book, “Peace in the
Valley,” which chronicled his role as a
chaplain with the 10th. 

There were 20 chaplains who served in
Italy. Three of them, William S. Contino
(87-HQ), Clarence J. Hagen (86-HQ) and
Harry Montgomery (87-HQ) were killed
in action. 

Military Chaplains had to be approved
by their own denomination or religious
order and attend a special school before
being assigned to duty. All chaplains were
volunteers and served as either Roman
Catholic, Protestant, or Jewish chaplains.
However, in the field of conflict these
chaplains were ready to minister to any
soldier regardless of his religious affilia-
tion or lack thereof. 

They were able to bring the benefits of
religion and worship to the front lines as
well as to the rear areas. They were espe-
cially helpful with the wounded and dy-

ing. They provided wise and supportive
counsel to young men struggling with the
reality of war and the possibility of death.
The dedication, encouragement, example
and inspiration of these combat chaplains
helped produce the high morale and mili-
tary success of the 10th Mtn Div. Most
veterans who served in Italy gave high
praise to the service and ministry of the
chaplains who fought with them and gave
them spiritual guidance and support dur-
ing the most diff icult and demanding
days of their lives. 

(Note: Dr. Larry Fields retired as a
Baptist pastor after 45 years this past De-
cember. His father, Capt. Marion H.
Fields, was a 10th Mtn Div Chaplain (85-
HQ). Dr. Fields has served as Southeast
Chapter Descendant Director and De-
scendant Chaplain. He coordinated the
Memorial services at the Austin Reunion
in 2004 and the Denver Reunion in 2007.
In 2007 he was asked by newly-elected
10th Mtn Div Assn President Mike Plum-
mer to serve as Association Chaplain. He
will be assisting the local Ft. Drum 2010
Reunion Committee in planning the
Memorial Service to be held on Thursday,
July 1, during the Reunion this year.)

MILITARY CHAPLAINS
MINISTER TO ANY SOLDIER

Dr. Larry W. Fields (Desc 85-HQ) 

Chaplain William Bell conducting Mass in the field, Italy, 1945.

It is a great pleasure to report that I am
currently around 50 percent complete
with the 10th Mountain Division WWII
Travel Guide.  This book will feature over
eighty historic Italian battlefront loca-
tions as well as some Stateside points of
interest. An Italian language edition will
also be made available for friends in Italy
as well as the schools.

With the Guide, one can literally take a
walk through Italy in the boots of the 10th
combat soldier. Using information from
official combat histories, morning reports
and first-hand veteran interviews, the his-
tory of each location is explained. Accu-
rate GPS coordinates (collected in Italy
with veterans) and written directions lead
readers to the sites where history was
made. “Now and Then” photos also give
readers a unique perspective of the events
as they happened and a look at how the
sites appeared in 1945 as well as today.

Even if you do not plan to visit Italy, you
can experience the history through your
computer. GPS coordinates enable you to
follow along using a website such as
www.googlemaps.com as you learn about
the historical events that happened at each
site. Simply plugging in the coordinates and
selecting “search,” you will visit places like
Vidiciatico or the buildings used as aid sta-
tions during the fight for Hill 913. 

In the Descendant’s “Blizzard 2009,
Number 1,” I mentioned one of the “holy

grail” locations I wanted to find was the
landing area of the DUKWS during the
raid on Mussolini’s villa. I am proud to
say I found this as well as the small
church named San Giacomo, which was
referenced in interviews with veterans of
the operation.

I have sent sample entries to board
members which have been well received.
This book is being made possible with the
assistance of great veterans of the 10th
Mtn Div as well as our Italian friends
from the hill towns. Veterans Harry Cole-
man (86-B), Hugh Evans (85-C, A), John
Imbrie (85-C), Bill Best (86-B), and
Clark Hitt (85-K) have all contributed in-
formation so far, and I will be calling on
others during the coming weeks.

If you are a veteran and would like to
contribute any trivia or information about
any of the sites in Italy, feel free to contact
me at my email or phone listed on page 2
of the “Descendant’s Blizzard.” From
Italy I have received assistance from Gio-
vanni Sulla, Massimo Turchi, Massimo
Ballerini, Giancarlo “Banana” Ghiradato,
Bruno Bartolomei and the Marzara fami-
ly. The Marzara family lives on Hill 913
and owns the summit.

I look forward to announcing when
this book will be available, and hope that
it will stand as an interactive monument
and testament to the combat actions of
our 10th Mtn Div veterans.

DIVISION WORLD WAR II TRAVEL
GUIDE IN THE WORKS

Bryan Pullen (Desc. 85-M)

My name is Debbie Orick and I was
searching for information/records on my
computer for my Uncle, who served in the
10th Mtn Div and was killed on April 21,
1945. In doing this research, I came
across the “Descendant Blizzard,” which I
found very interesting. I read about a gen-
tleman named Elwood Sims who had vis-
ited the Florence Cemetery, where his
comrade William H. Wentworth is laid to
rest (Edition #3, 2009).

Any information would be greatly ap-
preciated.  My Uncle’s name was George

H. Heydenreich.  He was from Arkansas,
served in the 87th Inf Rgt, and is buried at
the cemetery in Plot C, Row 10, Grave 3.

In some documents that I found, it stat-
ed that he was killed during a bombing in
Bagazzano.  I would be interested in
speaking with the author of the article
mentioned earlier, Jeff Sims.

Thank you so much and God bless.
Debbie Orick
3907 Old Excelsior Rd, Greenwood,

AR  72936; jworick@cox.net;
#479.996.4774, © 479.252.0250.

NIECE LOOKING FOR INFORMATION
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This morning as I was reading the paper, I looked over the obituaries, as I usu-
ally do. I don’t know if you also make this a daily ritual, but I have now for quite
some time, as far too often there is an obituary of someone I know. And this
morning I found myself reading about Everett Norcross. 

I immediately recognized the name as one of our Sierra Nevada Chapter
members. His picture showed him in uniform, and the obituary mentioned his
time with the 10th Mtn Div (87-G). Sadly, though, I did not personally know Mr.
Norcross. I did talk with him on the phone several times, and each time I asked
to pay him a visit so I could tell him about the other five 10th veterans also liv-
ing in Fresno. But he was very insistent and he made it clear that he did not want
me coming to visit him and he did not want to talk at all about the war. So this
morning as I read his obituary I was both saddened, and disappointed —sad-
dened that we have lost another one of our 10th veterans, but also disappointed
that I was not allowed the chance to meet him.

After reading the paper I picked up my Dad and off we drove to Carmel for
the Sierra Nevada Chapter luncheon commemorating the Riva Ridge/Mt.
Belvedere Offensive. After arriving, I was getting things out of the trunk and a
car pulled up, a door opened and I heard a yell: “Hi, Val!”. I couldn’t see behind
the opened door who was yelling, but when I walked closer I could tell that it was
Gerry Cook (87-E). His son, Richard, had brought him to the luncheon, but told
me that Gerry had to be back to his rehab facility right after lunch.

Gerry has a number of things going on with him and probably shouldn’t have
come to the luncheon. According to Richard, things were “touch and go’’ just a
few weeks ago and Gerry did look a bit weak, but he had this smile on his face
that seemed to glow. I could just tell how excited he was to be here and how glad
he was to see his “Band of Brothers.” 

For the next three hours, all in attendance had a nice time and enjoyed the
presentation by the guest speaker, Donald Fisher, from the Language Institute in
Monterey. But more importantly, the nine veterans in attendance —Percy Ride-
out (86-F), Gerry Cullinane (87-F), Cruz Rios (87-K), Bob Johnston (87-HQ),
Gerry Cook (87-E), Ted Little (85-E), Walt Carter (86-K), Hunt Patterson (87-
C), Clayton Anderson (10 QM-B), widows of two veterans, Miriam Burdick
(widow of Alan 85-L) and Carla Dole (widow of Stuart 87-C, MWWB), and the
Descendants and friends who also attended, just seemed to have a good time to-
gether in fellowship.

As I looked around the room I couldn’t help but get a little emotional. I knew
that 65 years ago to the day, these nine men played a pivotal role in helping to se-
cure a freedom that all of us enjoy today.  By the end of sundown on February 20,
1945, the 10th Mountain Division controlled the ridgeline, from Riva Ridge,
across the top of Mt. Belvedere to Mt. Gorgolesco. They had defeated a formida-
ble opponent, but in the process had witnessed far too much of the horror of war
than any young person should have to see.

For many, coming together 65 years later to recall such memories of battle
and time spent together are not only welcomed but cherished. Yet for other oth-
ers, recalling such events and memories are just too painful to ever talk about.
Nonetheless, we love and respect all of our beloved 10th veterans! 

The Descendant Blizzard is edited by Bryan Pullen. Descendants: News, stories, announce-
ments, letters, photos etc. are most welcome — this is your Blizzard! Contact Bryan Pullen at
708 S. 6th Street, Davis OK 73030 or email: bryanpullen@cableone.net.

10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION DESCENDANTS, INC.
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Myrna Hampton
Sierra Nevada Chapter
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GOLD STAR 10TH MTN. DIV
DESC CHAIRPERSON 
Norman Burkey
308 Colgate Dr.
Forest Hill, MD 21050
410.638.8970
normanburkey@comcast.net
Father: Norman L. Burkey, 85-C

ON BELAY CHAIRPERSON 
Pamela Pikla (see Washington, DC
Chapter)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Val Rios (Desc. 87-K) 

COMMITTEES

VISIT THE DESCENDANTS WEBSITE
www.10thmtndivdesc.org

Left to right: Descendant President Val, Dominic & Jacob Rios (Desc),
Laura and Dave Burdick (Desc 87-L), Samantha Gruys (Desc 85-C),
Myrna Hampton (Desc 86-HQ-I), Richard Cook (Desc 87-E), Ellen

Davidson & Anne Easley (Desc 85-C).
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
Kate Raabe (Dau, 86-MED-HQ)

Dan Whittemore’s (Desc 86-H) 3-year term as Chapter representative to the Descen-
dants’ Board of Directors was completed on Dec. 31, 2009.  Thank you Dan for all your
efforts, which started with preparations for and on-site work at the 2007 Hale and
Farewell Reunion in Denver; and finished with numerous activities and a successful
membership drive to keep our Rocky Mountain numbers well over the 100 mark for
2009.

Last Fall, in preparing to replace Dan, we found to our amazement that we current-
ly have at least 18 descendants and associates, besides Dan, who were already playing
an official or active role with the National Association, and/or the Foundation and/or
the descendants’ organization.  Thank you Gary Burton, Denise Taylor, Dave and Jane
Christie, Debby Clem, Beth Whittemore, Joan White, Diana Gant, Phil Berg, Bonnie
Douglas, Steve Wilmot, John Raabe, Robbi Farrow, Jennifer Neville, Judy Whittemore,
Ann Noble, Flint Whitlock and Toni Newbill; as well as three, besides Dan, who have
already served as our chapter representative to the Descendants’ board —thank you
Debby Clem, Ross Raney and Bonnie Douglas.

So, with that many members already engaged and out of the running, guess who we
were able to prevail upon to step up as our new descendant representative for the cur-
rent 3-year term?  See below at the end of this article for the answer. Hint: her other of-
ficial roles with the 10th have included being the first president of 10th Mtn Div De-
scendants, an officer of the Foundation board, an at-large board member for the De-
scendants’ board and an ex-officio member of the National Association board – but
never the Rocky Mountain Chapter director for TMDD.

Some of our chapter activities since the last “Descendant’s Blizzard” include gather-
ing for pizza and a movie to watch “The Secret of Santa Vittoria” in the Spring; hosting
a barbeque for the Foundation and Descendant Boards, both of which met in Denver in
2009; sponsoring a summer picnic for veterans and descendants; planning a family-
friendly bike ride in the Fall. And, participated in the annual holiday luncheon for 10th
veterans and their families in December, graciously hosted by descendant Dave
Christie and his wife Jane.  This year there were approximately 150 people in atten-
dance at the luncheon, including four generations of 10th vets and descendants.  

For 2010, we are organizing a multi-generation 10th family weekend in Steamboat
Springs, CO, August 20-22, with planning spearheaded by a Steamboat 10th descen-
dant.  Thank you Nancy Kramer!  A 10th descendant from Durango is also going to
plan an event for all the Four Corners vets and descendants later this year. Thank you
Cherian Rude! Another bike ride is also in the works for May 15th, the hut work week-
end is June 25-27, and the summer picnic will be the afternoon/evening of July 24th.

To stay apprised of these and other upcoming events, be sure we have your e-mail
address to send you information.  It’s less expensive and better for the environment
than if we send everything by regular mail; and we promise to be judicious with the
number of e-mails we send to you, so you aren’t inundated on a weekly basis!

In the meantime, if you need more information, have other questions, ideas to sug-
gest, or want to volunteer to host an event, please contact our new chapter director for
the Descendants’ board, Kate Raabe, who can be reached at kraabe@stetmil.com.

DELAWARE VALLEY
Barbara Catterall (Dau, 85-G)

The Delaware Valley Chapter held its annual “Celebration of All Veterans” event on
Nov. 8, 2009, at the Overbrook Country Club in Villanova, PA.  

Ten, World War II 10th Mtn Div veterans were honored, along with five veterans of
other military organizations and other conflicts.  Chapter president Patricia Finn
Thornton (Desc 85-A, L) chaired the event and presented awards to several chapter
members for meritorious service.  Mike Hunter, a 1966 graduate of West Point and a
strong supporter of the 10th Mtn Div, was keynote speaker.  Harold Dumm (85-A), per-
haps the oldest veteran in the group, attended, with several members of his large fami-
ly and wearing his original Army jacket!

Our next Chapter-wide event will be the annual Memorial Day picnic scheduled for
June 13, 2010, at the Pottstown, PA farm of Dr. and Mrs. Fred Winter.  Two highlights
of this event are the tour of Dr. Winter’s award winning azalea gardens, followed by the
TAPS ceremony held in the lovely 10th Mtn Div garden that was created by Dr. Winter
in honor of his brother, Bud Winter (85-M) who was killed in action in Italy.  At this
ceremony all members of the 10th, living and dead, are recognized.

On Martin Luther King weekend, a group of descendants again traveled to Pat and
Frank Thornton’s home in Bala Cynwyd, PA, for the annual “Descendant Membership
Committee Work Weekend.”  Joining the group this year were Pam Pikla (Desc 10-AT-
A), Don Perkins (Desc 87-I), Barbara Catterall (Desc 85-G),Will Nieles and two mem-
bers of the Washington D.C. Chapter, Abby Kealey (Desc 86-L) and Kim Hudyma
(Desc 86-SVC).  Work proceeded very quickly this year thanks to more computer ex-
pertise and many hands stuffing envelopes.   Pat as usual kept us well supplied with
gourmet treats, and the group even modeled some 10th Mountain clothing and items
for the Quartermaster.   Conversation flowed about past trips to Italy, and the upcoming
summer 2010 National Reunion.

ARMADILLO
Phebe Davol (Dau 86-L, HQ)

As you know, Texas weather can be very strange.  The day after your Chapter Presi-
dent returned from a reunion weekend in New Orleans, LA, about 4 inches of snow
fell.

Phebe Davol and her brother Frank Davol (Desc 86-L, HQ), dusted off their cross
country skis and toured their yards in Florence, TX.  Their father (Donald Bowers
Davol (dec.) taught Frank and Phebe to ski in the early 1960s in New Mexico and Col-
orado.  The teaching involved “follow me,” which they did in lace-up boots and wood-
en skis.

Phebe and Frank continued their love of skiing by becoming avid skiers.  They ac-
companied their mother (Laura Davol) on the 1969 10th Mtn Div Return to Italy trip
where they became close friends with many other descendants.  Both Frank and Phebe
have attended numerous reunions over the years and both are active in carrying on the
memory of their dad through duties as officers in the Armadillo Chapter.

Delaware Valley Chapter members gather for “Celebration of All Veterans.”

I am the son of a WWII 10th Mountain
ski trooper and I would like to share a true
story. It is a story which Dad talked and
laughed about a few times over the years.
Naturally, all the men who came home
from battles had their individual stories.
Sometimes these stories were shared, and
sometimes kept close within, as was the
case with my father until the year or so
before his death in 1997 at the age of 85.
He related this amusing one regarding his
time at Camp Hale.

My father was Paul Perreault from
North Reading, MA. He was a T/Sgt in
85- F. There was a ski jumping contest at
Camp Hale or one of the surrounding ar-
eas while he was in training. Another Paul
Perreault (126-D) of the 10th Mtn
Div, won the contest and my father sent
the newspaper clipping of the contest to
his mother in Leominster, MA, as a joke.

But thinking it was her son, she sent it to
the local paper, where it was published.
The publication made him the talk of the
town after that, and over time, quite a few
apologies were playfully given in
embarrassment.

My father laughed many times over
that, and for years I tried every way I
could, even visiting Denver, Leadville and
Camp Hale, trying to find this other Paul
Perreault. Once before my father passed,
sitting on the sunlit porch, he mentioned
it again and how he had wished he could
have met this ski jumper, Paul Perreault.
However, Dad soon left us, and the years
went by.

My daughter Heidi became engaged to
a man named Thomas Rajala from the
Upper Peninsula in Michigan. So that
year —to meet his family and do some

A TALE OF TWO PAUL PERRAULTS
Jan Perrault (Desc 85-F)

(Continued on Descendants Page 4)
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Mike Kehoe is the son of 10th Moun-
tain veteran, SGT Russell Kehoe (616-
FA-HQ) who participated in 10th re-
unions and events until his death in 1987.
Kehoe instilled in Mike, his two younger
sons and daughter, great pride in his out-
fit while they grew up on their 160-acre
Virginia farm, a farm where Civil War
soldiers once camped and fought.

On this farm, Mike developed a pas-
sion for collecting battlefield relics. As a
boy, he watched men walking the family
property with metal detectors, searching
for artifacts from the Battle of Cedar
Creek. Sometimes Mike would follow
and help them dig the relics out of the
ground. Mike’s own collection started
when he found his first mini-ball at the
age of six. At fourteen, he bussed tables at
a restaurant to earn money for his first
metal detector. 

Mike pursued this passion into his col-
lege years. In 1974 he and his wife Kathy
were married. Mike and Kathy raised two
daughters, Bridget and Katy, while he be-

gan his career as town manager of
Stephens City, VA. While serving in the
position, Mike helped establish the town’s
historic district; he has been involved in
the town’s annual festival for the past 18
years. In 1995, Mike set up a World War
II museum for the annual town festival to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
ending of that war.

Mike has kept detailed records and has
catalogued many of his finds using li-
braries, archives, and diaries from Civil
War soldiers. He is currently finishing an
extensive inventory of his collection in
which he is recording every artifact found
in over 600 sites. He has been working
with the Virginia Department of Historic
Resources and James Madison University
archeology students for a number of years,
in surveys on area battlefields where stu-
dents are finding artifacts that have been in
the ground for almost 150 years. 

Mike is not just a collector. He has pre-
served the history of the relic, thereby pre-
serving the history of the Valley. He has

never sold any of his relics, realizing that
once a relic is dug from the ground and
sold, it loses its provenance, and though it
may have monetary value, it no longer has
historical value. Mike is a preservationist
in the truest form and helped establish a
museum of artifacts for the town’s 250th
anniversary celebration. The artifacts he
donated are now featured at the Stephens
City Stone House Museum. 

Mike is serving as vice-president for
the Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation.
He has given talks on Civil War and
Stephens City history to many civic organ-
izations. He serves on the board for the
Courthouse Museum in Winchester, VA,
and as an advisor for the Shenandoah Val-
ley Battlef ields Foundation and Park
Service. 

Last year Mike and his brother Patrick
attended the 2009 Sempre Avanti, Return
to Italy tour and retraced their father’s
footsteps through that country. True to his
nature, Mike looked for signs of the past
and discovered shrapnel and a mule shoe
on the trek up Mt. Belvedere. He plans to
retire in a few years to travel and partici-
pate in more 10th Mtn Div Association
events.

DESCENDANT PROFILE: MIKE KEHOE (Desc. 616-FA-HQ)
Bryan Pullen, Editor 

The son of a veteran, Mike Kehoe
has developed a passion for
collecting war memorabilia. skiing— we visited his folks on Christ-

mas Eve in Ishpeming, MI. When I was
introduced to the small party of holiday-
goers at the house, I was asked if I was re-
lated to Paul Perreault of the 10th Moun-
tain and I said, “Yes, he was my father.” 

They replied, “No, Paul Perrault of the
10th Mountain who was on the 1947
Olympic team after the war and a resident
here in town in Ishpeming, Michigan.”
Amazing, that I finally found that Paul
Perreault that Christmas Eve. It was then
that I learned about how three members
of the 10th Mountain made it to the
Olympic team in 1947 and now are hon-
ored in the National Ski Hall of Fame and
Museum. 

The next day I was introduced to the
curator of the National Ski Museum and
shown photographs of the Olympic team,
Camp Hale, the uniforms both green and
whites on display, and the famous
“weasel.” It felt like my quest was an-
swered, to travel so far and finally learn
about the Paul Perreault my father so of-
ten talked and laughed about so many
years ago.

After Dad died, my wife, daughter and
I took a pilgrimage to Riva Ridge and the
Mt. Belvedere area. As we tramped
through those defoliates and hills, I could
picture in my mind’s eye the noise and din
of battle, the obstacles to be overcome
and those moments of courage, fear and
pain that awaited my father. He was hit on
Feb. 22, 1945, by either German mortars
or 88’s, through both legs and his rifle.

Dad later worked for TWA, PAA and
retired from the FAA as a crash investiga-
tor and inspector. He had six children and

received the Bronze Star and Purple Heart
for his actions and wounds in the battle
for the Mt. Belvedere/Mt. Torraccia ridge.

My father was TSGT Paul L. Perreault
of the 85-F; he also served in 86-H, E, B
and K. If anybody remembers him, we
would sure like to hear from you. I have
also reached the “other Paul” Perreault
in Michigan, where his wife told me that
Paul Joseph Perrault was known by his
middle name, Joe, for most of his life. He
is currently in the hospital and plans to
come home soon. For troopers that would
like to send him a card, his address is, 230
Bluff St, Ishpeming, MI 49849, tel #-
906.486.9674.

TALE OF TWO PAULS
(Continued from Descendants Page 3)

TSGT Paul Perreault (85-F) --one of
two of the same name-- with young

son Jan before leaving for Italy.

Pop Quiz: Where can you walk on the
wild side, and taste wines named for Riva
Ridge and The Blizzard?  

Answer: On an adventure with the fa-
bled 10th Mountain Descendant
Vacation-Action-Committee. 

Everyone is invited to join the action
on Tuesday afternoon, June 29, in the gor-
geous Thousand Islands region, less than
an hour from Watertown and Ft. Drum. 

We’ll begin by crossing the St.
Lawrence River via the beautiful Thou-
sand Islands bridge, for a short hike of the
Minna Anthony Common Nature Center

on Wellesley Island.
Activities then proceed to the Thousand

Islands Winery, owned by 10th Mtn veteran
Steve Conaway.  For a mere $5, you can
taste 14 wines in your complimentary com-
memorative glass (or try 6 wines for free.)
The tasting of this growing new industry in
Northern New York may also be followed
by an excellent pig roast. 

We’ll figure out carpooling closer to
the event.  Just let us know if you’re inter-
ested: RSVP to Abbie Kealy by email at
abbiekealy@me.com or by phone at #-
443.570.9482.

NATIONAL REUNION:
VACATION-ACTION COMMITTEE PLANS

WINE TASTING AND HIKE IN 1000 ISLANDS 
Abbie Kealy  (Niece, 86-L)

Descendants

Diane Petrowsky Leary (Desc 85-B), 58, Nov. 1, 2009, Mundelein, IL.  Diane, who
fought a courageous battle with cancer for several years, was the daughter of veteran
John Petrowsky, who preceded her in death in 2005.  She is survived by her 3 daugh-
ters, her mother, Janet, and brother Dennis.  Diane’s passion was caring for children.
She had a gift and used it to address both the physical and emotional needs of children.
Diane worked in the psychiatric unit at St. Therese Hospital for a number of years and
finished her nursing career at Connections Day School in Libertyville, IL.  Our condo-
lences to her family from their Midwest Chapter 10th family.
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MT. RAINIER
Dale E. Smith (10th MP)

The Chapter meets each second Tuesday, at the Seattle Yacht Club, courtesy of spon-
sor Richard Morse. But health problems and deaths of some of our most faithful mem-
bers have caused attendance to decline about 25% in recent months. 

Speaker last Oct., Kim Richardson, is Seattle VA Visual Impairment Counselor,
who is working with Rory Dunn, a severely wounded 10th Mtn Div Iraq veteran, who
has attended our meetings. Kim has 456 visually impaired veterans in her caseload.
Her job is to get the veteran into the VA system for care, and into proper care facilities.
All her cases are legally blind. She plays an important role in teaching these sight- im-
paired veterans to be self reliant and to live independent lives.

Royce Ward (10th INF)) introduced the Nov. program, a digital slide show of high-
lights of his life, prepared for his 80th birthday by his daughter, Ann Bray. Pictures in-
cluded everything from his younger years, through his military service, airline pilot
service in Alaska to his more sedate service with the FAA. Royce has been an avid out-
doorsman, who especially enjoyed river rafting, which he has pursued from Alaska to
the Zambezi River in Africa. 

For our Christmas party, we had an excellent 41 attendees. Sunny Stingl (87-HQ-1)
organized a white elephant gift exchange, and John & Maryann Hendron (87-MED-3)
did their usual good job as Santa & Mrs. Santa. Gordon Dick (87-G) led Christmas car-
ols accompanied by Kristin Thompson on the piano and the Chapter Rhythm Band
with its usual assortment of exotic instruments such as the kazoo, whistle, tambourine
and bells. We were halfway through the singing before Gordy realized that he failed to
pass out the song sheets, but since it was going well, he just skipped them.

Members 90 or more years old were honored with a cake decorated with the Divi-
sion insignia. To our surprise there were six honorees: Charley Boynton (38th VET),
Chuck Butzberger (85-L), Jim Erickson (87-A, HQ-1), Garry Gast (86-HQ-1), Dee
Molenaar (M&CWTC) and Dave Rankine (86-A). Sadly, since then Chuck and Garry
have passed away (see Taps). 

Gene Glasunow was our Jan. 12, 2010, speaker. He presented a beautifully illustrat-
ed program on the 10th Mountain Division Memorial Ski Trail, five miles north of
Ashford, WA (see page 8).

ARMADILLO
Phebe Davol (Daughter 86-L, 86-HQ)

The Armadillo Chapter, accompanied by representatives from other Chapters, gath-
ered in New Orleans, LA, at the Dauphine Orleans Hotel from Feb. 19-21, 2010. Out of
33 attendees, there were 7 veterans accompanied by wives, children, and grandchil-
dren. There were 6 daughters, 3 sons, a nephew, 4 grandchildren, a grandnephew and 2
friends. Attendees traveled from Texas, Colorado, Illinois, Michigan, Connecticut,
New Hampshire, and 4 were from New Orleans. 

On Friday, Donald Carlson (85-A), Harrison Coleman (86-B) and Gerald Nash
(605-A) gave oral histories at the National World War II Museum with Special Projects
Historian Thomas Nguyen Naquin. The Museum is planning a 10th Mtn Div exhibit to
open in approximately two years (2012).

The group boarded the Steamboat Natchez that evening for a Jazz dinner cruise on
the Mississippi River. The steam-powered sternwheeler traveled downstream with nar-
rated historical sights and a beautiful view of New Orleans at night. 

On Saturday the group met again at the Museum and enjoyed the movie produced
by Tom Hanks, “Beyond All Boundaries,” presented in 4D. For those of you not famil-
iar with 4D, we were soothed by massaging theater seats when bombs were dropped,
snowfall dropping lightly on the audience during the cold winter of 1944, and acrid
smells simulating burning material. 

That evening the group reenacted the famous climb up Riva Ridge and Mont
Belvedere by climbing a steep staircase up to the banquet room at Tujaques Restaurant,
the second oldest continuously-operating restaurant in New Orleans. The menu con-
sisted of shrimp remoulade, seafood gumbo, the restaurant’s signature beef brisket with
horseradish sauce prior to the main course which was a selection of veal, drum, or
crawfish risotto. 

It was reminiscent of our multi-course Italian meals, especially with plenty of wine
and other libations. Finally a dessert of bread pudding was consumed by those who still
had room. 

During the banquet, Debra Nash (605-A Dau) selected raffle ticket numbers for a
variety of 10th Mountain and New Orleans prizes such as crossed ski pins, “The Last
Ridge” and “Fire on the Mountain” DVDs, 2007 Reunion Hale and Farewell books,
Donald Carlson’s (85-A) 2007 compilation of the History of the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion in World War II, and Museum memorabilia. 

Some Descendants—Phebe Davol (86-L,-HQ Dau), Kate Raabe (86-MED-HQ
Dau), Pricilla Clegg (605-A Dau) Jeffrey Clegg (605-A Grandson) Debra Nash (605-A
Dau) and her husband Mathew Bosowski—later toured the French Quarter with a stop
at Laffite’s Blacksmith shop, now a piano bar, for libations and live music.

On Sunday, the group met for a short business meeting with a presentation by Kate
Raabe on the 10th Mountain Foundation. After a worship service, the reunion was offi-
cially closed, but several in the group stayed for a few days more to enjoy the culture,
food and revelry of New Orleans. 

Special thanks to Maxine Dorsey (87-HQ Wife), Jeannie Geuras (710-ORD Dau),
Becky Joyce (604-HQ, 85-HQ Dau), and Kate Raabe for assisting in preparations.
Thanks also to all the sons, daughters, and grandchildren for assisting our veterans and
their wives with transportation to the many venues.

Armadillo Chapter in the “Big Easy”

HOW I BECAME A MEMBER
OF THE TENTH

re-read while I was in Italy last spring.  It
is really excellent.

As to your technical questions, I
would like to direct you to the Denver
Public Library website at www.denverli-
brary.org.

As to the shoulder patch, I have
looked at a lot of photographs of sol-
diers in Italy and the patch almost never
shows up.   My belief is that it only ap-
peared on more of a class-A uniform.  I
have one picture of General Hays in a
foxhole with the patch on his shoulder,
but most of the photos show men with-
out it.  As a side note, the 10th Light Div
(Alpine) was reorganized into the 10th

Mtn Div on Nov. 6, 1944.  An article in
the “Blizzard” newsletter around Dec. 9,
I think it was, announced the new
“mountain rocker.”  Nevertheless, veter-
ans I have talked to say that no one actu-
ally received the “mountain” rocker un-
til after the war.  So, even if a soldier had
the powder keg, or pickle barrel patch
on his shoulder, he would most likely
not have the rocker.”

Pat has also been assured that anyone
who served with the 10th Mtn Div since
its inception to the present is a welcome
addition to the Association; there are
Chapters all across the U.S., and mem-
bership applications are available at the
website www.10thmtndivassoc.org) 

UPPER PENINSULA
Walter R. Cook (10-HQ)

Our Chapter’s winter meeting was held Feb. 19th at the National Ski Hall of Fame in
Ishpenning, MI. The luncheon is hosted every year by Dan Oja (Desc) and his wife
June. Dan’s uncle, Johnny Koski, was killed in the final weeks of WWII while with the
10th Mtn Div (“Blizzard” #2, 2009).

There is an outstanding display of the Division at the Hall of Fame. It was designed
and created by David Mac Frimodig (86-K). He earned —but never received— the Sil-
ver Star for action in Della Torraccia, Italy, on February 24, 1945, in which he was se-
riously wounded while directing fire on an enemy emplacement. 

One of our members also donated his 10th Mtn Div anniversary skis for the display
in the Hall of Fame. If you ever travel to the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, be sure to
visit it. It’s on the highway and well worth it.

(Continued from Page 6)
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Bruce Campbell (86-I, M) & Val Rios (Desc 87-K)

The annual Christmas luncheon was held at the Holiday Inn in Laguna Hills (now
The Hills Hotel) on Dec.12. Twenty-eight brave souls drove through wet weather to
attend. 

Warren Asa gave the invocation, and a holiday lunch was served. Bruce gave an up-
date on the Adopt-a-Platoon program. He also reminded those with 10th Mtn memora-
bilia to donate to Kendra Knight at the Mammoth Ski Museum. Val Rios gave an up-
date on Descendant activities. 

Howard Koch shared his heart-warming story about how a special copy of a book of
Bill Mauldin’s cartoons reached him on Father’s Day (his story appears in this “Bliz-
zard”).

Following was a nostalgic video produced by the Fishers, a slide show arranged
from photos sent to Diane by Bruce Campbell and Howard Harvey taken at past Chap-
ter events, including Pete Clark’s wedding and ski-in, photos from Eric Cromie’s cabin
and an event at Lake San Marcos. The Fishers’ son, Jason, artistically created the show,
set to music.

Stu Chalfant, our poet laureate, read an amusing poem he wrote about misbehaving
automatic paper dispensers found in restrooms. Hal Vanderwall shared his interesting
collection of 10th Mtn photographs and articles and photos taken with the Space Shut-
tle engineering team.

The Chapter Riva Ridge/Mt. Belvedere Day Celebration was held Feb. 13, 2010, at
the El Adobe de Capistrano restaurant in historic San Juan Capistrano. Some of us took
the Amtrak, which was a fun ride and saved a lot of freeway driving.

Between 35-40 attending enjoyed a wonderful lunch and time in fellowship and
song. President Campbell introduced board members and guests including his daugh-
ter, Patricia Dash, visiting from Kentucky. Bruce received a quilt from Kathleen Jones,
treasurer, honoring service for several years. Her work is known to many due to her
outstanding design and craftsmanship

Several updates were given regarding Chapter events and the upcoming 2010 Na-
tional Reunion. Members were especially pleased that the chapter now has an official
“Adopt A Platoon,” so that cards, gifts and words of encouragement and support can be
sent. The Grindelwald Ski Club has also filed adoption papers, and taken on two pla-
toons! Descendant President Val Rios also gave a few updates and then Bruce intro-
duced Rucksack editor Diane Fisher and her husband, Milt who led all present in songs
of the 10th.

Bruce finally caught up with one of the Chapter members whom we don’t see very
often. Rocco Siciliano’s (87-HQ-1) autobiography, “Walking on Sand,” shares a fasci-
nating background and public service achievements. 

Our next get-together —a summer picnic— may become an annual event. But Kath-
leen and John Jones have hosted this for the past two years and would like to give an-
other member an opportunity to do so. Another activity on the drawing board is the Ok-
toberfest usually held at Big Bear Lake.

Left, Howard Koch (86-C), Howard Harvey (87-HQ, Bruce Campbell (86-I, M),
Eric Wittig (86-B), Stuart Chalfant (86-G), Cruz Rios (87-K), Bob Greider 126-
C),Warren Asa (86-G),Bob Meyerhof (86-MED-I) & Harold Vanderwall (87-K).

Southern California

SOUTHEAST
Cindy Partridge (ASSOC)

George (85-E) and Carolyn Rosenfield graciously hosted their 14th Annual
Belvedere Day Barbeque at their home in Melbourne, FL on Feb. 14, 2010, ably assist-
ed by their son, Andrew. George was not only in WWII, but also served in Korea. 

In addition to Belvedere Day, the celebration honored WWII Veterans who made the
success of the battle possible by taking out observation posts on Riva Ridge the night
before. Several 10th Mountain soldiers who served in Korea, Tenth Special Forces
Vets, and 10th Mtn Div (LI) who served in Afghanistan and/or Iraq were guests as well. 

CSM (Ret.) Gary Baura, with wife Liz, presented a poster entitled “Catamounts in
the Heat of Battle,” by Larry Selman, to George. It depicted one event of the 2nd Bn
87th Regt, Operation Enduring Freedom VII & VIII, from Jan, 2006. to May, 2007.
One of the soldiers, SPC Moss from CSM Jose Vega’s 158th Bde, Patrick AFB ACRC
unit, was wounded by an unexploded RPG which was imbedded in his torso. He was
wounded on 16 March, 2007, while in a convoy moving from one FOB (Foreign Oper-
ational Base) to another. Vega’s wife Lilly and their son Luis were present, but Vega
was on duty training units for deployment to Afghanistan, so he missed the celebration
at the Rosenfields. Vega earned the Silver Star for his heroic efforts in connection with
this ambush. One of CSM Baura’s assignments was with the 10th Special Forces. He
served in Vietnam and recently returned from the Sudan where he set up a senior Non-
Com school.

On a lighter note, an interesting story was overheard between Harry Gianneschi (85-
HQ-2) and Bud Wiley (86-C). At the Pando railway station just outside Camp Hale, the
freight trains often went by with the doors open on any empty cars. Soldiers on week-
end pass would jump on and hitch rides to Salina. They needed a change of uniform by
the time they arrived, because they were covered with black coal dust. The grade was so
steep at the Divide that 3 engines were needed on each train, front, middle and rear!
Bud’s wife Helen was there, too.

Frank (87-G) and Virginia Duffin visited from Miami, bringing several family
members. Tom and Tina Duffin Bixby, Katie and Doreen Anderson were among the lo-
cals. Pat Benson (W. John 87-G) and Eudora Shuler (W. Fred 86-MED-C), attended to-
gether. Robert Wiebel was with his father, Bobby Wiebel (86-E), who brought a pro-
gram from a musical production that he was in at Camp Hale. Robert was active at the
BBQ with his camera, and has the following web site to share his photos:
http:/www.photoworks.com/slideshow/album. John Caulfield, (COL, Ret) was there
with wife Pat. He is a dental surgeon called to active duty in Afghanistan in 2005 to
support the hospital attached to the 10th Mtn Div (LI). Jim Andress (86-L), Robert
Strong (110 SIG), Don Montgomery (85-F) and guest Betty Lou Aichelmann all joined
us. 

Brevard County judge, COL John Murphy (USAR) and wife Ginger attended. He
served in the 10th Special Forces in Afghanistan attached to the 10th Mtn Div (LI).
CW4 Thomas LeBrun was also part of the 10th Mtn Div (LI) in Afghanistan. His sec-
ond tour there was as Commander of the Security Platoon for General David Petraeus.
SFC Cindy Partridge (94th Army Band Ops NCO) attended as both an Associate mem-
ber and a widow of Albert F. Partridge (86-A).

We all thank George, Carolyn and Andrew for the 14th annual food, fun and festivi-
ties in honor of Belvedere Day.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
May 1, 2010 Send RSVP to National Reunion
Date Chapter Event/Location
May 1 North West 10th Mtn Div Memorial Grove, 9 a.m.
May 5-6 North Central Spring Reunion, Grand Hinckley Inn, Hinckley, MN
May 15 Rocky Mountain Bike ride
June 12 Washington, D.C. Flag Day Picnic, Holeywell Estate, Warrenton, VA
June 13 Delaware Valley Memorial Day Picnic, Winter home, Pottstown, PA
June 25-27 Rocky Mountain Hut Work Weekend
June 30-July 4 NATIONAL REUNION, Fort Drum & Watertown, NY
July 17 North West 10th Mtn Div Memorial Grove, 9 a.m.
July 24 Rocky Mountain Summer Picnic
Aug. 20-22 Rocky Mountain 10th Family Weekend      Steamboat Springs, CO
Oct. 30 North West 10th Mtn Div Memorial Grove, 9 a.m.
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NORTHWEST
Frank Chuk (85-Med-2)

CWO2 Devin Wickenhagen returned from his most recent tour of duty in Iraq, with
the C/7-158 Aviation. He is a copter pilot and the team has been conducting Aero Med-
ical Evacuation and patient transport missions in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.
Several Chapter members attended the mobilization and deployment ceremony of his
unit on Jan. 29, 2009. We were overjoyed with his attendance at our monthly luncheon
Jan. 27. He gave us a brief update and has promised a PowerPoint presentation. Short-
ly after Devin, then a Major, and his nurse wife Capt. Sarah, were separated from the
10th Mtn Div (LI), they settled in Oregon. Devin went with the National Guard, and
Sarah earned a Masters degree as a nurse practitioner. They became members of the
Association and Chapter. Sarah is now practicing at Oregon Science and Health Uni-
versity, adjacent to the Portland VA hospital. 

On Jan. 30, Chapter President Jim Bray (87-K) led a group of 12 at the 10th Mtn Div
Memorial Grove in policing trash and planting a Douglas Fir in memory of Garrett
Gast (86-HQ-1). This brings the number of trees in the Grove to 70. The next gather-
ings at the grove will be May 1, July 17, and Oct. 30 , on Hwy 26, mile marker 27, just
east of the Banks exit, 9 a.m.

Dedication of the 10th Mountain Memorial Grove will happen sometime in June or
July. In a letter to Jim Reener, Oregon Travel Information Council, Ruth A Robinson,
wrote in part: 

“I am writing to you in support of awarding the Historic Tree Grove designation to
the trees planted on Highway 26 by veterans of the US Army’s 10th Mountain Division.
The devotion of this group has been outstanding. Over an extended period of years,
these veterans, their spouses and friends have maintained their assigned stretch of
highway, four times each year. In rain or shine, snow or sleet, or baking summer weath-
er these loyal volunteers have picked up probably tons of litter!

“During this time, they established the tradition of planting a tree as a living memo-
rial to each of their deceased members and friends. I’m not sure of numbers, but I think
there are now over 60 trees lining that stretch of the highway. As the number of living
veterans has declined and their age has increased, their time of active participation is
coming to an end. However, their descendants have pledged to continue the tradition
and so, tree planting will continue.

“The odds are that in another decade or so there will no longer be any living veter-
ans, but the trees will live on. Motorists traveling to and from the coast will pass a
grove of trees that have rightly earned historic designation. I urge you to use whatever
influence you have in the matter to advocate for official recognition of these trees.” 

Well, the 10th Mountain Memoria1 Grove will be dedicated as an official Heritage
Tree location by the state, and we are looking forward to having an outstanding cere-
mony. Jim Bray will contact Chapter presidents when a definite date is established for
the dedication ceremony, in hopes others will attend.

On Jan. 13, the board met. Leadership of the chapter, time, and location of our
monthly luncheon meetings will remain as they are.

Hans Heinride, brother of Ralph Lafferty’s wife Traudi, from Mittenwald, Germany,
was a guest at our Oct. luncheon. Christmas luncheon had 31 in attendance. We took up
a collection for Ronald McDonald House of more than $230. Greg Sorchinsky, 10th
Mtn Div (LI) was a welcomed newcomer. At our January luncheon, guests were El-
wood Sims (85-K) and wife Doris, as well as son and daughter-in law, from Spokane,
WA.

Never Stop Exploring and Enjoy the Journey.

NORTH CENTRAL
Louis Anderson (87-A)

On Oct. 7, 2009, the Chapter met for lunch and reunion at Blackwoods Cafe in
Proctor, MI. Attending were Donald & Alice Olson (87-F), George Nelson (85-C),
John Skooglun (86-C), Myron Fahey (604-HQ), Donald Rockenbach (85-HQ-3) with
Shirley Becker, Curt & Beatie Bestal (85-HQ), Lou & Joanne Anderson (87-A), Ver-
non & Allien Cartner (87-L), Arlo Sletten (10-HQ), Gene & Doris Berg (10-MED-D).
Also Grace Bergh (W, James Bergh, 604-A), Helia Wuiotila (W, Rudolph, 87-D), Jane
Meyers, wife of John Meyers. 

The publisher of the “Proctor Journal” took photos and interviewed several vets for
an article published for Veterans Day in November. Everyone enjoyed the chance to
meet again. Our next reunion will be on May 5-6, 2010, at Cassidy’s Restaurant,
Hinckley, MI. A hospitality room will be available from 10 a.m.-10 p.m. at the Grand
Hinckley Inn, with rooms available at $49 for anyone who would like to stay
overnight.

Fall Reunion in Minnesota included, seated left, Don Olson (85-C), George
Nelson (85-C), John Skooglun (86-C), Myron Fahey (604-HQ); rear, left, Don
Rockford, Curt Bestul (85-HQ), Louis Anderson (87-A), Vern Cartner (87-L),

Arlo Sletten  (10-HQ) and Gene Berg (10-MED-D).

METRO NEW YORK
Jay Charles (85-C)

Welcome to Metro, veterans of 10th Mtn Div (LI) Ivan Diaz, Eva Fremaint, Harold
Hansen, Dennis Sullivan and Stephen Trynosky Hopefully we will meet at the Nation-
al Reunion at Ft. Drum June 30-July 4, 2010. We old-timers have the expertise and you
will help us carry on and be our legacy . 

Decentralization of Chapter territory for social events and coordinating activities
with Descendants Metro Chapter has been delayed. Distance, “sick call,” costs and oc-
togeneric problems made serious inroads to progress.

Sam Morrison, public relations, reports that Walter Melford, past treasurer, died on
January 11 (see Taps). A donation of $25 was sent to the Association Education Fund
for children of the Division, in Walter’s honor. Sam represented Metro last November
at “The Dignity Memorial Vietnam Wall” ceremony sponsored by Mayor Philip A.
Amicone, of Yonkers, NY. 

Bob O”Malley reports the wounded in action (WIA) 10th Mtn Div soldiers con-
fined to Walter Reed Army Medical Center are most appreciative of his visits and serv-
ices rendered (see “Blizzard” #3, 2009).

WASHINGTON D.C.
Abbie Kealy (Niece 86-L)

After nearly eight years as esteemed president of the Washington, D.C. Chapter,
Hassell Vass (10-AT-A) was honored at our Nov. meeting with a surprise award and
cake-laden celebration of his leadership. 

In addition to his superb organizational skills, Hassell has faithfully led numerous
trips to visit 10th Mtn patients at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, and his endless
hard work, talent, good looks and charm have been inspirational. 

Our enthusiastic new chapter president is descendent Kim Hudyma, daughter of
John Pollock (86-SVC) and she has pledged to follow in Hassell’s size-10 footsteps. 

The meeting also featured an inside look by nurse/Descendant Molly Kealy at the
Defense Department’s efforts to alleviate PTSD through new programs and services.

BLIZZARD SCHEDULE 2010
Issue No. Period covered Articles Deadline

1 January - April February 15
2 May - August June 15
3 September - December October 15

SEND MATERIALS TO:
Felicity Hallanan, 95 Zahler Tract, Sandy Creek, NY 13145,  blizzarded@gmail.com
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ARIZONA 
Egils H. Krolls.(10th INF)

The meeting Feb. 9, 2010, was held in Scottsdale, with president Don Kitzman (87-
F) presiding. Members and guests present included John & Mary (Desc, 126-A)
Broughton, Don & Geneva Kitzman, Al Field (85-I), Gil Krolls & Carol Maywood, Lil-
lie French & Blanche Shirk, Bill Payant & Randy Payant (87-K) and George P. Kief
(85-L) & Gwen Watson.

There were many messages from those absent. Ann & Warren Craig (86-HQ) sent
regards, but will not be traveling to Phoenix this year. Linda Howland. (W, Paul,10-
QM-HQ) has also been in touch. Charlie Venn (85-K) died in December (see Taps).
Karen (Desc, 86-L) & Roland Robertson were in Colorado skiing for a month. Erv Pe-
ters (87-L) could not attend due to the flu. Betty & Allan Orler also couldn’t make it,
and Robert & Nancy Sanctuary (86-I) have moved to South Carolina.

Don’s term as President continues to Nov., 2010. He and Al Field plan to attend the
Board of Directors meeting this year. Gil Krolls served as temporary secretary/treasur-
er since November, and agreed to continue

The status and future of the Chapter were discussed. With low attendance of WWII
10th Infantry alumni and Descendants, the question of continued viability was raised.
Mary Broughton has been calling and emailing Descendant members to encourage
their participation. Some indicate a weekend date would be better for them, others that
they are too busy at this time to be involved. 

Gil gave a brief summary of his history with the 10th. When he served, from
1955–1958, the “Mountain” designation had been dropped and it was simply called the
10th Inf Div. The patch was the same, and the battle streamers were carried by them,
but without the “Mountain” designation. He trained at Ft. Riley, KS, and the Division
replaced the 1st Inf Div in West Germany. In 1958 the 10th was brought back to Fort
Benning, GA, and deactivated, becoming the 2nd Inf Div. 

Others who served in the 10th during that era might be interested in joining, but we
have no way to find them. In the past Gil expressed an interest in joining the 10th Mtn
Div Assn while living in Chicago, and was told that he could not, because he was not
designated “Mountain” –wrong! George requested a roster of new 10th alumni so that
current members can recruit them to join. Members decided to maintain our chapter
and continue to look for new candidates we can encourage to join. 

Al Field, Chapter Historian, presented his marvelous journal of military history,
along with numerous interesting and sometimes humorous anecdotes. This issue cost
about $13. per copy. An effort was made to reimburse Al for this expense but he
declined. Some anecdotes include the fact that the founder of Vail ski resort was 10th
Mtn Div Assn member Pete Seibert. He died in 2002 of cancer; in accordance with his
wishes his body was cremated, with the ashes shot into the air at the peak of the moun-
tain. And, at 95, member John Woodward is the oldest living ski champion.

UPSTATE NEW YORK
Bill Morrison (86-L)

On Feb.19, WWII veterans recalled the memories and emotions of events of that
date in 1945, and the sobering realities of our first battle. We gathered with surviving
comrades to relive those moments. Missing most-recently from our ranks was George
Fuge (86-C), long an active member (see Taps).

When spring returns to the North Country, a luncheon will draw us back to the Log
Jam Restaurant in Lake George. Following that will be the National Reunion at Ft.
Drum. We look forward to warm renewals of old friendships and the chance to get to
know young soldiers.

As one of the Chapters near the post, we receive invitations to a number of events.
Among the most significant are deployment ceremonies when they leave for Iraq and
Afghanistan, and happier welcome home celebrations. We note that the ranks have
thinned; the 3rd Brigade Combat Team (3rd BCT) returned in January, 2010, having sac-
rificed 32 killed in action (KIA) and over 270 wounded.

The Chapter will have a closer relationship with a unit of the 1-87 Infantry, de-
ployed to Afghanistan in March. As part of the “Adopt-a-Unit” program guided by Na-
tional president Mike Plummer since 1992, we are paired with the Scout Platoon. Our
contact soldier is Joshua Risser, who has supplied us with an interest profile to guide
our shipments to them.

Plummer was recently honored by the Greater Watertown Chamber of Commerce
with the Israel A. Shapiro Award for his years of support to the Ft. Drum community,
as exemplified by the program which ensures all deploying units have support from
back home.

We note that LTG “Buster” Hagenbeck, former CG of the 10th and for the last four
years Superintendent at West Point Military Academy, will be retiring. We were always
amused that he encouraged us to address him as Buster, and are sure the active duty
soldiers did not have the same privilege.

We are indebted to Bob Millette (605-A), editor of our newsletter “The Drift,” and
his valuable staff of Howard Sebald (605-A) and Abigail Brisae, who with her comput-
er wizardry turns handwritten notes into legible prose. Members should send items to
Bill or me. Let us know what’s happening, or what suggestions you have for future
meetings.

SIERRA NEVADA
Val Rios (Desc 87-K)

The annual Riva Ridge/Mt. Belvedere commemorative luncheon was held Feb. 20,
2010, at the Del Mesa Center in lovely Carmel, CA. 

Emcee Bob Johnston (87-HQ) welcomed everyone, then turned the floor over to
Chapter President Val Rios, who gave some updates. He reported that dates for the
2010 National Reunion have been changed, and gave everyone an agenda and registra-
tion materials. Also, the venue for the annual Chapter-sponsored Biathlon has been
changed from Boreal Ridge to Northstar at Tahoe and will be held March 21, 2010. 

The picnic date has not been determined, but will most likely be in May or June at
Sebastiani Winery in Sonoma. Bob & Grace Yank (85-K), who usually host the event,
were not present as they were with other members of the 10th —Descendants and
friends at the Ski-in in Colorado! Val also gave other updates regarding Descendant
activities. 

Guest speaker Donald Fischer from the Defense Language Institute in Monterey
gave a fine presentation on “Language and Culture for Today’s Military, and Civilians
Too.” As always, members had a very nice time together!

Carla Dole (W, Stuart 87-C, MWWB), Percy Rideout (86-F), Gerry (87-F) &
Carol Cullinane, Cruz Rios (87-K), Bob Johnston (87-HQ),

Donna Johnston, Gerry Cook (87-E), Ted Little (85-E),
Walt Carter (86-K), Marianne Little, Hunt Patterson (87-C),

Miriam Burdick (W, Alan 85-L), Clayton (10-QM-B) & Linda Anderson.

To the Editor:
The wooden, hand-carved statue of a blacksmith

stands proudly on the mantel above our fireplace.  It was
carved in Italy by a man my father knew only as “Leo,” at
the end of the war.  My father, PFC Walter W. Brown, 87-
HQ-2, F) was a truck driver carrying ammunition to the
lines, when he met Leo and his family in northern Italy.
Despite the language barrier, it didn’t take many hand
gestures for the two men and the family to become
friends.  As a result, Leo, a noted area wood carver, made
this beautiful statue of the blacksmith.  Dad told me that a
sergeant whose name he couldn’t recall also became
friends with Leo and was given a similar carving.

Dad died in 2009, just shy of his 93d birthday, and now
my curiosity has gotten the best of me.  Does anyone
know if the second statue ever returned home, or the
name of the unidentified sergeant?  If so, please email me
at litlsisrides@aol.com.

Thank you!
Susan K. (Brown) Johnson
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Ames, Leo Dean Jr. (86-A, D), 87,
December 9, 2009, Howell, MI. He is sur-
vived by his wife Elaine (Erickson), 3
daughters, 2 sons, 8 grand- and 4 great-
grandchildren, 4 sisters, and is preceded
by 7 siblings. He was a member of the
Bad River Band of the Lake Superior
Tribe of Chippewa Indians, and a member
of the Disabled Veterans. He enjoyed
woodworking, photography, drawing and
writing poetry, and spending time at fam-
ily vacation property in Wisconsin.

Baxter, Oscar Fitz-Alan IV (86-I),
91, March 4, 2009, Virginia Beach, VA.
He is survived by 2 sons, a daughter, 3
grand- and 2 great- grandchildren, and
predeceased by his wife Lucy (Bailey).
He was a real estate broker and realtor for
more than 50 years in the family business
started by his grandfather in 1893, serv-
ing on the boards of several professional
organizations.  He was active in civic, re-
ligious, political and fraternal affairs, in-
cluding the Kiwanis Club, Masonic
Lodge #266, Elks and the Republican
Party.  He was also active in the Eastern
Shore Chapel of the Episcopal church.

Brown, Walter Wayne “Brownie”
(87-HQ-2, F) 92, October 24, 2009,
Leonard, MI. He is survived by his wife
Eva, a son, and a daughter. A native of
Rochester, MI, and  member of the world
class ski jumping “Rochester Boys,” he
established records with his jumping tal-
ent. After serving in both the Pacific and
ETO, he returned home where he was a
skilled finish carpenter until retiring. He
continued with his hobby of splitting
wood until he was over 90 years old.

Brusse, Martin (85-K), 85, Novem-
ber 5, 2009, Denver, CO.  He is survived
by a nephew and many friends.  He was
predeceased earlier in the year by his wife
Barbara Anne (Cheley).  Martin’s father,
Dr. Archie Brusse, was a dentist and
founded Rocky Mountain Orthodontics in
Denver, Colorado. Martin joined him, and
RMO grew to over 60 international deal-
ers around the world and has been award-
ed twice with the President’s distin-
guished “E –Star Award for Exports” by
the U.S. Secretary of Commerce.  In
2000, he received an Honorary Alumni
Degree at the Denver School of Dental

Medicine. He was a member of Rotary
Club, the WPO (World Presidents Orga-
nization), and a faithful contributor to
many community and civic causes. 

Butzberger, Charles Ernest (85-L),
92, January 21, 2010, Seattle, WA. He is
survived by a son, 3 grandchildren and a
sister, and was predeceased by his wife,
Nora L. His parents immigrated to the
United States from Switzerland before his
birth.  He worked for 30 years for the
Boeing Co. as an industrial engineer,
where he received awards for ideas that
saved the company millions of dollars. He
went out dancing a few hours before his
accident. He was very generous with his
time and money, and had many friends
and always a smile on his face and a twin-
kle in his eye. 

Calleson, Walter Fredrick (87-I), 93,
January 16, 2010, Elma, WA. He is sur-
vived by his wife Dena, 2 sons, 3 daugh-
ters, 8 grand children and a sister. Walt
spent his life as a dairyman and working
in the timber industry. He was one of the
founding fathers of Harbor Park Horse
Race Track at Elam fairgrounds, where he
operated the starting gate for many years.
He spent many happy hours raising, train-
ing and racing Jake Moss, his thorough-
bred colt. Walt was a great story teller and
could always be counted on to entertain
with a joke, story or song from his WWII
days. 

Cusick,Warren Yewell (10-ART-HQ),
89, February 4, 2009, Geary, OK.  He is
survived by his friend Lois Johnson, 2
daughters, a son, 6 grand- and 9 great-
grandchildren, and predeceased by his
wife Carmen America “Betty” (Kerr).  He
was a Rock Island depot agent in several
Texas and Oklahoma railroad stations
over 40 years.  He participated in a 10th
Return to Italy trip, was active in the Ma-
sonic Lodge, First United Methodist
Church and Republican party, loved danc-
ing and still walked three miles every day.

French, George Moulton, Jr. (86-C),
87, January 23, 2010, Martha’s Vineyard,
MA.  He is survived by his wife Mary
(Stokes), a daughter, 2 grandchildren and
a sister, and was predeceased by a son.
He served not only in the 10th Mtn Div

but also the 27th Div in Okinawa and 11th
Abn Div in Japan.  He worked for Inter-
national Milling Co. until being called
back into service for the Korean War,
serving with the Mountain Training
Comd, Ft. Carson, CO.  He worked in
sales management with Pitney Bowes,
Inc., and Heller-Mark Realty, both Den-
ver, CO.  The couple moved east 30 years
ago.  He loved fishing, mountain climb-
ing and camping, and sailing on the
Vineyard.   

Fuge, George C. (86-C), 85, Novem-
ber 8, 2009, Utica, NY.  A resident of Ra-
quette Lake, NY, he is survived by his
wife Marguerite (Hart), 3 daughters, 2
grandsons, a brother and sister, and was
predeceased by 3 siblings. He taught at
Suffern High School, was Director of the
College at Cortland’s Outdoor Education
Center at Raquette Lake, founder and
president of the New York State Outdoor
Education Association; member of the
Steering Committee and Task Force on
the Future of Outdoor Education in NYS.
He was president of the National Council
on Outdoor Education and editor of its
professional journal, consultant for the
NYS Depts of Conservation and Educa-
tion and a member of many other organi-
zations. He enjoyed making rustic furni-
ture and was an avid hunter and
fisherman.

Gast, Garrett Ainsworth (86-HQ-1),
92, January 9, 2010, Gig Harbor, WA. He
is survived by his wife Joan, 2 sons a
daughter, 9 grand- and 2 great- grandchil-
dren   Following the war, he returned to
Oregon, and founded the Mt. Hood Ski
School. In 1950, he moved to Marin
County, CA, where he worked in the fur-
niture business. Garry loved golf, sailing
and skiing and instilled a love of the out-
doors in his family. He played his final
nine holes of golf on Jan.4, and could still
shoot his age at 91. In later years he re-
newed his love of the violin and practiced
daily, frequently entertaining the Mt.
Rainier Chapter with the violin and his
yodeling. 

Giddings, W. Philip (Honorary), 96,
October 23, 2009, Shelburne, VT.  He is
survived by his wife Grace Elizabeth
(Fisk), a daughter, 3 sons, 5 grand- and 5
great-grandchildren.  A graduate of Har-
vard Medical School, he served in the
Army Medical Corps and remained in
Italy after the war writing books detailing
what had been learned about the treat-
ment of wounds.  He was chief of staff at
Putnam Memorial Hospital, a director of
First VT Bank and trustee for the Ben-
nington Museum.  He enjoyed travel,
stamp collecting, word games, classical
music, sailing, tennis and bird watching. 

Hatfield, Charles B. (605-A), 85, Au-
gust 14, 2009, Waynesburg, OH.  He is

survived by his wife Jean, 3 daughters, 3
grandchildren, several nieces and
nephews.  He signed with the Boston
Braves and played for 2 years and was su-
pervisor with Whitacre-Greer Fireproof-
ing Co. for 40 years.  He was named to
the Stark County Softball Hall of Fame
and Basketball Hall of Fame, and the
Ohio Amateur Softball Assn Hall of Fame
and Fast-Pitch Hall of Fame.  He was a
member of Waynesburg Presbyterian
Church and Sandy Valley American Le-
gion Post #432.

Jarvis, William Paul (85-I), 89, De-
cember 2, 2009, Sugar Grove, IL.  He is
survived by his wife of 65 years, Lois
(Gustafson), 3 daughters, 6 grandchildren
and 6 great-grandchildren.  He was em-
ployed by Trio Brass Foundry in Aurora,
IL, many years, becoming manager until
retirement in 1988.  Bill was a faithful
member of St. Gall Roman Catholic
Church, past president of the Tiger Club,
the Phoenix Club and the American Le-
gion in Sugar Grove, Post #1271.  He en-
joyed camping across IL and WI and
working in his garden, and rooting for the
Chicago Cubs.  

Jokela, Eddie R. (87-M), 90, January
12, 2010, Park Rapids, MN.  He is sur-
vived by his wife Lorraine Alice (Luo-
ma),  2 daughters, 2 sons, 13 grand- and 5
great-grandchildren, and nieces and
nephews, and predeceased by 2 daugh-
ters.  He brought a Finnish heritage to his
service with the 10th Mtn Div. The couple
ran a farming operation, and he was en-
couraged by Lorraine to “use his 1st
Sergeant voice” to become an auctioneer,
owning and operating the Jokela Sales
Barn, Park Rapids, conducting over 8,000
auctions in 9 states. Over 35 years, he was
featured auctioneer at livestock barns
throughout Minnesota, and started a trav-
eling dance band, “Swing n’ Sway with M
& J”. His hometown of Wolf Lake hon-
ored him as first Commander of VFW
Post 8510 and member of their Baseball
Hall of Fame.

Klockmann, Raymond C.
“Grumpy” (87-G), 93, January 19, 2010,
Ada, MN.  He is survived by his wife Ann
(Riedel), 4 daughters, one son, 11 grand-
and 11 great-grandchildren.  The couple
farmed in Gary, MN, for several years be-
fore moving to Ada where he worked for
Norman County Implement and operated
a car wash service.  They wintered in Ari-
zona where he drove the DAV van to the
VA Medical Center.  He was a member of
VFW Post 7557, American Legion Post
505, and EMT on two rescue squads.  He
was also an avid hunter, fisherman and
gardener.

Kovacs, Edmond A. (10-AT-B), 85,
January 15, 2010, Los Angeles, CA.  He

Farewell To  

       American Patriots

(Continued on next page) 
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was predeceased by his wife Shirley by
three months. He was a member of the
Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party.
Trained as a chemist, he worked in air-
craft in Southern California until he was
blacklisted during the McCarthy era. Af-
ter that, his father taught him watch
making, and he made his living operat-
ing a small jewelry store. He was a
founding member of Socialist Action,
and later of Solidarity, in which he was
still active at the time of his death. Until
his late sixties he was a fine bicyclist, of-
ten going on hundred mile rides with
other cyclists.

Lapointe, Thomas J. Jr. (87-B; RE-
CON), 88, July 19, 2009, Bennington Vet-
erans Home, VT. He is survived by his
wife Adrinette, 2 sons and one grand-
child. He worked at Loring Air Force
Base in Limestone, ME, as a civil engi-
neer, later moved his family to Exeter,
NH, and continued at Pease Air Force
Base in Portsmouth until retirement 35
years later. For the next 20 years, the cou-
ple devoted themselves to improving their
golf game in Ellenton, FL., before mov-
ing to Vermont in 2007.

Larkins, Lansing H., 85, November
25, 2009, Clayton, NY.  He is survived by
3 sons, a daughter, 8 grand- and one
great- grandchildren and many nieces,
nephews and cousins.  He was prede-
ceased by his wife Patricia (Standish) and
several siblings.  He worked at Cantwell
Creamery, The Hubbard House, Colon-
Couch Post #821 American Legion, and
Graphic Control.  The couple were active
in St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church,
and he enjoyed woodworking and was a
fan of the NY Yankees and Syracuse Uni-
versity basketball.

Melford, Walter R. (85-A), 88, Janu-
ary 11, 2010, Sleepy Hollow, NY.  He is
survived by 4 children, 13 grand- and 1
great- grandchildren and his longtime
companion.  He was born in Chemnitz,
Germany.

Poon, Bing T. (Assoc), 85, December
14, 2009,
Killington,
VT.  He
served with
the Fighting
69th Division
during WWII,
but was a
good friend to
the10th Mtn
Div Assoc

and died while skiing at Killington Moun-
tain in Vermont.  

A resident of Mercersburg, PA, he was
a member of the Washington, D.C. Chap-
ter.  He attended reunions, visited patients
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, and
supported Chapter initiatives to supply
gifts to adopted platoons. 

He had a distinguished, 35-year career
developing anti-parasitic drugs at Walter
Reed.  Bing was also an active member of
Whitetail Resort’s Snow Sports School,
and a member of the National Ski Patrol
and Professional Ski Instructors of
America.

Redwine, William E. (85-MED), 85,
November 13, 2009, Grand Island, NE.
He is survived by his wife Beverly (Chris-
tensen), 4 sons, 6 daughters and many
grandchildren. He worked for Animal
Health Sales and Nixon and Miller
Chemical.  The couple traveled extensive-
ly, and he enjoyed gardening, fishing and
hunting.  He was a member of the Platt
Deutsche Society, Saddle Club, Eagles
Club and VFW Post #1347.    

Schau, Ralph T. (86-E), 87, Novem-
ber 30, 2009, Seattle, WA.   He is sur-
vived by 2 daughters, a son Ronald, 4
grandchildren and friend Clara Phillips.
He emigrated from Norway to the U.S.
with his parents. Ralph received degrees
in Mechanical and Industrial Engineer-
ing, and spent his career until retiring
working for the Housing and Urban  De-
velopment Admin. He enjoyed retire-
ment, was a longtime opera fan, and regu-
larly attended operas in the Seattle area. 

Stageberg, Stanley T. (110 SIG), 89,
January 29, 2010, Silverdale, WA.    He is
survived by his wife Nancy, a daughter, 2
sons, 13 grand- and 5 great-grandchil-
dren.  He worked for the Boeing Co.
shortly after graduation in 1940, tried to
enlist in the Army, but was not released by
the company until 1943, when he joined
the 10th Mtn Div. He retired from Pacific
Northwest Bell. Studying the Bible was
one of Stan’s great passions. His hobbies
included pigeon racing, beekeeping, gar-
dening, boating and coin collecting. 

Strayer, Merle E. (85-M), 88, Febru-
ary 15, 2010, Dillsburg, PA.  He is sur-
vived by his wife Ada M. (Gochenaur), a
son, a daughter, 2 grand- and 4 great-
grandchildren and 2 sisters, and preceded
in death by 15 siblings.  He was a railroad
general foreman for 40 years for the PA
Railroad, Penn Central Railroad and Con-
Rail. He was a member of Christ Luther-
an Church, First United Methodist
Church, Frostproof, FL; Lions Club and
president, Palm Beach County Camping
Club, as well as the South Mountain
VFW Post #6771, and the Washington,
D.C. and Southeast Chapters, 10th Assn.

Venn, Charles Theodore (85-K), 87,
November 18, 2009, Phoenix, AZ.  He is
survived by a son, a daughter, 3 grand-
children, nephews and a niece and 17
great- nieces and nephews, and his sister. 

Williamson, Robert F. (86-E), 85,
December 12, 2009, Juno Beach, FL.  He
is survived by his wife Lorraine, 2 sons
and a daughter.  The couple lived on Long
Island, NY for most of their lives, where
he worked with Equitable Life Assurance.
They moved to Florida 18 years ago.  Bob
was active in Boy Scouts, Little League,
as Rotary Club president, and in church.
They also participated in return trips to
Italy and National Assoc. reunions in Col-
orado.

Zajicek, Vince Alvin (87-C), 88, De-
cember 26, 2009, Buckholts, TX.

Zelina, Raymond M. (605-A), 85,
December 30, 2009, Leesburg, FL.  He is
survived by his wife Carol R., 2 sons a
daughter, 9 grand- and one great- grand-
children.  A circulation supervisor for the
St. Petersburg Times, Association mem-
bers will remember him as editor of the
“Blizzard” (see page 4). He continued ac-
tive in the Southeast Chapter, was vice
president of the Mid-Florida Lakes Com-
puter Club, and loved playing chess at
Strawberries in downtown Eustis.

TAPS (LI)
Anderson, SPC Brushaun Xavier

(2nd Bn, 14th Inf Rgt, 2nd BCT), 20, Jan-
uary 1, 2010, Baghdad, Iraq. He is sur-
vived by his parents, 8 brothers, a sister,
grandparents and many aunts, uncles and
cousins, and was preceded in death by a
brother.  A native of Columbus, GA, he

could often be found in his school’s com-
puter labs working on web sites.  He en-
listed in 2007 after graduating from Carv-
er High School, was assigned to Ft. Drum
in 2008, and served as infantryman.  He
died from a non-combat related incident
under investigation. 

Hansen, SSGT Dennis J. (1-32 Inf
Rgt, 3d BCT, 3-71 CAV Sqdn), 31, De-
cember 5, 2009, Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center, Germany.  He is survived
by his wife Jennifer (Smith), a daughter, 2
sons, a brother, grandparents, nieces and
nephews and several aunts, uncles and
cousins.  He was born in Salt Lake City,
UT, was a U.S. Marine for over 8 years,
and had served in Africa, Kosovo, Japan,
Panama, Cuba and Iraq.  He died as the
result of injuries sustained in Afghanistan
where he was serving his second tour.  He
enjoyed fishing, golfing, wrestling and
woodworking, was an avid OSU football
fan and was an organ donor.  He loved an-
imals, pumpkin pie and coffee.    He was
buried at home near Indian Lake, Ohio. 

Rogers, PFC Michael A. (210th Bde
Supp Bn, 2nd BCT), 23, November 27,
2009, Forward Operating Base Hammer,
Iraq.  He is survived by his mother, his
brother James Westcott, a sergeant in the
Marine Corps, aunts and uncles.  He
joined the Army in 2008, arrived at Ft.
Drum the following May, and served as
an automated logistical specialist.  He
died of injuries sustained in a non-combat
related incident under investigation in the
base east of Baghdad. A native of White
Sulphur Springs, MT., he is remembered
for enjoying catching crawdads with his
brother in the Missouri River, with whom
he also enjoyed snowball f ights and
building forts.

(Continued from previous page)

Many of us recall the news coverage
of the ambush on May 12, 2007 of a
squad on patrol from D Company, 2nd
BCT, 10th Mtn Div. The entire squad was
lost, including three who were taken pris-
oner and later killed. The stepfather of
one of the soldiers taken prisoner, SPC
Byron W. Fouty, has set out on a mission
of his own, both to remember Byron and
his squad mates, and to help members of
the military returning home from tours
abroad.

This past Jan. 14 I had the pleasure of
meeting Gordy Dibler, Jr., SPC Fouty’s
stepfather, and Dean Smith to learn more
about their efforts to establish the Fouty
Foundation. Originally named the Byron W.
Fouty Awareness Foundation, the name has
subsequently been simplified to the Fouty
Foundation. The organization has three
goals:

First: Sponsor an annual Armed Forces
Day event to recognize our military, past
and present. This year’s theme is “Pulling

For Our Troops” and will be held May 15
at the Springf ield Oaks County Park
(Oakland County), 12451 Andersonville
Rd., Davisburg, MI.

Second: Place a memorial, “Our Bur-
dens Rest” in the Michigan Heritage and
Research Foundation site overlooking
Lake Skegemog, west of Kalkaska, MI. 

Third: Develop anonymous peer to
peer support for those coming home and
their friends and family including Gold
and Blue Star families.

Gordy has a personal goal of meeting
as many past and present members of the
10th Mtn Div as he can, and of making
sure each understands that what they have
done and are doing is remembered and
recognized. Additionally, he has set up the
SPC Fouty Facebook page as one avenue
to keep in touch with members of D Co.
A website (www.foutyfoundation.com)
is currently under construction. In the in-
terim, Gordy or Dean can be contacted
through the Facebook page.

OUR BURDENS REST
Robert Lafean (Desc 86-K)
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IN MEMORY OF
Memorial donations
received with thanks

from 10/16/09
through 02/17/10

Harold Alford: 10th
Mtn Div Assn Mt.
Rainier Chapter

Ralph W. Ball: Dick
Dirkes, 10th Mtn Div
Rocky Mtn. Chapter

Edward P. Barry: G.
S. Coster, Inge W.
Jahn

Monique R. Belcher:
Joanne Manchester

Edmund D. Bennett:
Madi Kraus

Martin Brusse: Nor-
man Ehrgott, Max H.
Raabe

Benjamin F. Bush:
Alicia Dolan, Larry
McMahon

Charles Butzberger:
10th Mtn Div Assn
Mt. Rainier Chapter

Walter Callesen: 10th
Mtn Div Assn Mt.
Rainier Chapter

Octavious M. Coving-
ton: 10th Mtn Div
Assn Washington DC

Chapter
Felix H. Dunbar:

Joanne Manchester
Forrest L. Foley: Nor-

man Ehrgott
George C. Fuge:

Robert L. Krause
Garrett A. Gast: 10th

Mtn Div Assn Mt.
Rainier Chapter

Gordon H. Grayum:
10th Mtn Div Assn
Mt. Rainier Chapter

Randall M. Grider:
Shirley & Ken
Hanson

Verna J. Hames:
Frankie J. Barr, Joy &
Dick Dirks, The De-
laney Family, Amy &
Tom Hames, Nancy
& Richard Howell,
Elaine & Ron Kami-
nen, Michael P. Kelly,
Rita R. King, Carolyn
L. Nash, Rocky
Mountain Rug
Braiders Guild, Grace
and Robert Yank

Dan Henke: Anne &
John Hetland, Bar-
bara Walters & Kathy
Arnold

Bruce   A. Hunter:
10th Mtn Div Assn
Mt. Rainier Chapter

Richard D. Jordan:
Mr. & Mrs. Ray
Johnson

Leo J. Kohlman: Es-
tate of Leo Kohlman

Carroll F. McMahon:
Robert M. Drennan,
Larry McMahon

Robert I. Miller: Mr.
& Mrs. Ray Johnson

Albert N. Nencioni:
Omnisec Internation-
al Investigation, Inc.

Edward E. Raswyck:
H. Newcomb El-
dredge, Co-workers
of Ruth Raswiyck

David D. Reed: 10th
Mtn Div Assn Rocky
Mtn. Chapter

Frank P. Roccaforte:
Shirley & Ken
Hanson

Stanley E. Stageberg:
10th Mtn Div Assn
Mt. Rainier Chapter 

Herbert M. Wright:
John M. Smith

Ray Zelina: Kate
Raabe

IN HONOR OF
01/01/09 through

12/31/09
Malcolm Leidner:

Robert Mayer, Jr.

GENERAL FUND
01/01/09 through

12/31/09
Wayne Albright III
Louis F. Anderson
Patricia Carson Anderson

Joseph F. Badamo
Christine M. Baker
Charles E. Baldwin
Joseph G. Barabas
Wallace I. Barkeen
Paula S. Barnes
Michael J. Barok
Charles R. Bartley
Tenth Mtn. Trash Bashers
Bertero L. Basignani
Fred Bauserman
Ken Beck
James J. Belcher
Sandra A. Bellitto
Nelson A. Bennett
Andre E. Benoit
Alfred C. Bergren
Peter H. Binzen
Lloyd Black
John Boddington
Barbara Bogle
Evelyn Bonan
James W. Bormann, Jr.
Herbert S. Borsting
Karl H. Bottger
Fred R. Boudreau

Delbert D. Bowers
William A. Bowes
Irving Brodesky
Norman Brooks
Thomas R. Brooks
Heidi S. Broomhall
John Broughton
Robert W. Buck
Alan D. Burton
John P. Bushfield
Marylyn Louise Johnson

Trust c/o Judy Romig
c/o Pace Law Office

Bruce K. Campbell
Raymond N. Carini
G. W. (Wes) Carlson
Laura Cassiday
Kathryn G. Charles
Henry C. Chase
Wendell H. Cheney
Frank M. Chuk
John J. Ciluzzi
Deborah Clem
Nicholas B. Clinch
Clay A. Conway
Platt W. Covington
Vernon M. Cram
Francis J. Crowley
William H. Cruickshank
Jean B. Cummings

Gerald O. Dahlke
Marty Daneman
Ernest J. Davis
Leslie B. Davis
Phebe Davol
Gordon W. Dick
Mary Dillmann
Richard S. Dirkes
Donald D. Dodge, Jr.
Robert H. T. Dodson
William G. Dom III
Michael Dominiak
M. Leonard D’Ooge
Christopher Doucette
Albert Dowden
Francis J. Duffin
H. Benjamin Duke III
Bil Dunaway
Jeff Durkota
Harris Dusenbery

Lawrence L. Eckstein
Mary Eggleston
James R. Elefante
U. Berkley Ellis
George L. Engle
Gilbert R. Erickson
James L. Erickson
Roger B. Erickson
Pietro Degli Esposti
Glen Etelamaki
Hugh W. Evans

Edwin C. Fancher
David M. Fisher
Harry Ford II
Stanley M. Foster
Dan Fowler
Herman Freeman
George M. French
Heberton E. Fricke
Janice Fuglsang

John L. Gagnet Jr.

Silvio L. Gallo
Debbie L. Gallyon-Boise
Marjorie F. Garrison
Ghirardato Giancario
Mary Ann Giangola
Edward X. Greene
Alan W. Greer

Peter Hackett
Carroll Hadsell
James M. Haining
Bruce K. Hamilton
Ralph V. Harder
Phillip E. Harris
Norma Harter
Frederick Hartwell
Howard R. Harvey
Glenn M. Hawkins
Martha J. Hays
George B. Heller
John J. Heller, Jr.
M. Thomas Helmer
Helen Hempel
William M. Herring
Cheryl M. Hintzman
Clark O. Hitt
John Holzwarth
Brodie Hoyer
Ernest J. Hunsberger
Walter R. Hyry

Bert Irie

Marina R. Jenkins
Sherman C. Jensen
Ruth Jobert
Marylyn Johnson
Robert L. Johnston
Chris Jones
Edward R. Jones
Larry Jones
Richard D. Jordan
Raymond C. Jorgensen
Raymond C. Josephson

Peter Kalamarides
Thomas Kamps
Molly Kealy
Earl Kelley
John W. Kennedy
George P. Kief
William J. Kiernan
Paul C. Kitchen, Jr.
Donald L. Kitzman
Donald W. Kobelin
Richard R. Koeck
Timothy A. Kovacs
Robert L. Krause
H. Robert Krear PH.D.

Eileen M. Lally
W. Duane Landacre
Richard J. Lass
Teles J. Lauzon
Charles Le Weck
Ella Leadbetter
Cyril J. Lehnhardt
A. Chelton Leonard
Samuel K. Lessey, Jr.
John B. Lewis
Robert A. Linscott
Donald A. Linscott, Jr.
Edward J. Little
Theodore Lockwood
Richard P. Longaker
John A. Lopez
Richard E. Lutz

Richard C. Mansfield
Francis E. Martin
James G. Martin
Robert S. Martin
Arthur A. Marton

Robert L. Mattlin
Harold J. McAfee
Edward B. McAllister
James C. Merritt
Debbie Metzler
Hans Meves
Andrea L. Miller
Ellsworth L. Miller
Lafi (Cullen L.) Miller
Margaret Miller
Robert I. Miller (Rev.)
Stephen Mindock
Harvey S. Mizel
Dorothy Moore
Robert J. Morelli, Jr.
Mary Morissette
Chester H. Morley, Jr.
Samuel J. Morrison
William Morrison
Duryea Morton
John Muenzinger
Dorothy R. Muffoletto
Charles A. Murphy
Audrey Muschler

Edward A. Nickerson
Gene E. Noble
Edmund Normantowica

David D. Ogden
Edna Mae (Koski) Oja
Sharon O’Neill
Charles “Jim” Owen, Jr.

Cecil A. Page
Don Palmer
Anna Parker
Robert W. Parker
William H. Payant
Clem Paycheck
Clyde D. Pfeffer
Jocelyn Phillips
William H. Pigg
Jacob Pollack
Bing T. Poon
Sylvia Potash
Bryn Marie Potter
James D. Potter
Dick Powers
Frank W. Presjsnar

William J. Quigley

David W. Rabak
Edith Raup
John M. Redenbaugh
Wallace Reid
Wallace Reid
John H. Reinertsen
Carole A. Rexford
Conrad Rios
Glen E. Robinson
Donald Rockenbach

Robert C. Sabin
Robert R. Sadler
Eldred M. Sale
Nancy Sampatacacus
Joseph L. Sarri
Ron Sawdey
Ralph Schau
Ted Schult
Daniel Schuster
Patricia S. Schuster
Carelton B. Shay
Walter Shmerier
William A. Shuler
Rocco C. Siciliano
Anthony J. Silva
Sidney Simon
George S. Sisneros
Vincent Ray Sisneros
Dale E. Smith

Donald F. Smith
Duane N. Smith
John M. Smith
Daniel Snowdall
Richard D. Soutar
David E. Spaulding
Raymond C. Spence
Norman Steadman
Monte Sternfeld
Thurman Stevenson
Caleb E. Stewart
Stephan J. Stewart
Walter H. Stewart
Richard M. Stickrod
Alice W. Stoddard
Stony Stondall
Kenneth Stone
Deborah A. Sumner
Lloyd Swedhin

Kenneth S. Templeton, Jr.
Sam T. Thomas
Hans A. Thompson
Thomas A. Thompson
Robert T. Tidwell, Jr.
Raymond H. Tiger
Donna Tomky
Orville Tomky
Gordon B. Tracewell
Robert J. Traynor
Allan J. Treuer
John L. Tyler

Jean Vetter
Patricia Vogel

Stanley T. Walker
Irvin Wall
Miranda M. Warner
Ely Warren
Julius G. Wenger
Mark A. Wenger
Jim Western
Kenneth E. Wharton, Jr.
Dan Whittemore
Leslie E. Whittemore
Albert A. Wiedorn
James A. Williams
Robert F. Williamson
Harold E. Willits
Rayburn H. Wilson
Leslie A. Wilson-Surma
Eugene P. Winters

Stan Young

Edward Z. Ziebold

TTEENNTTHH  MMOOUUNNTTAAIINN
DDIIVVIISSIIOONN

FFOOUUNNDDAATTIIOONN,,  IINNCC..
Mailing Address:

133 South Van Gordon Street
Suite 200

Lakewood, CO 80228
Tel: (303) 756-8486

e-mail: admin@10thmdf.org

Earl E. Clark, Chairman of the Board
Gary Burton, President

Steve Wilmot, Executive Vice President
Jennifer Neville, Secretary

Thomas Thompson, Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers of the Foundation plus:

ADVISORY BOARD:

All Chapter Presidents

HONORARY BOARD:
Stuart Dodge

Ralph Nanninga
Frank Romano

Trux Dole
Hugh Evans
Patricia Finn Thornton
Robbi L. Farrow
Sue Hagerman
John Litchfield
David Little

Ruso Donald Perkins
Denise Taylor
Flint Whitlock
John P. Wright
Mike Plummer, National

Assn. President
Val Rios, Descendants

President

On Jan. 1, 2010, the
Foundation lost a
friend of long stand-
ing with the death of
Verna Jane “Rize”
(Raisanen) Hames.
Husband Eugene S.
“Gene” Hames (85-
K) was head of the
Foundation for a num-
ber of years, and Rize
had continued to be
active in the Associa-
tion. She is survived
by daughter Kathleen,
sons John and
Thomas, and two
granddaughters. “She
was a strong and inde-
pendent woman,”
Tom said, “very much
a spouse of a 10th

Mountain soldier.” 
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Paid Full Registration (MUST BE RETURNED NLT MAY 31, 2010) 
Event Number Attending    Cost Each    Registration Cost
Registration Fee: $140/ $175 (after 5/31)

Other Information Requirements
Unit Dinners Number Attending Unit
Will attend                Yes    No    (Circle one) Pay on own 

Full Registration Attendees side trips (optional) (see description on page 1): 
Local Side Trip Number Attending    Cost Each    Event Cost 
Thousand Islands – Boat tour, Boldt Castle/ Winery (July 2): $ 40 
Sackets Harbor – battlefield tour (July 3): $ 20 

Total Costs:
I plan on staying at the Best Western Yes    No     (Circle one) If not, where will you stay? 
Emergency contact during reunion:
Will you have your own transportation while at the reunion? Yes    No     (Circle one) 
I  and/or guest  have special needs Yes   No     (Circle one) If yes, what?
Menu restrictions Yes    No     (Circle one) If yes, what?

Please mail this page and a check made out to 10th Mt. Div. Reunion 2010 with the registration fee 
noted above NLT MAY 31, 2010 to: 

Kim Bateman kimbateman@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 1143     206.309.1584 
F t D NY 13602

“Our Burdens Rest” bronze statue --here a
1/16th scale-- will honor all soldiers as the re-
sult of efforts by the family of a 10th Mountain
Division soldier captured and killed in Iraq in

2007. For full story, see page 14, inside.

PLEASE COPY REGISTRATION FORM BELOW
TO FILL OUT AND SEND IN, IF POSSIBLE

Kim Bateman
P.O. Box 1143, Fort Drum, NY 13602

REGISTRATION FORM 

2010 National Association of the 10th Mountain Division, Inc. Reunion 
sponsored by the Fort Drum Chapter

Name:____________________________________________________________________ __________ 
First                 MI       Last 10th Mtn Unit

Address: __________________________________________________________________      ____________
Zip Code 

Phone Number: _____________________________      Email Address: _______________________________ 

Guests: ________________________________________________________________________________________




